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Dear Manuel,  

 

You have not revised and improved your focus, thesis, content, nor organization according 

to the extensive, specific feedback on your previous two returns. As a result, your outline still 

does not set you up well to write the Compare and Contrast essay.  

 

You will have only one more opportunity to revise your outline before you must move onto 

the essay phase of the exam. Therefore, if you did not understand part or all of the feedback on 

your previous two returns regarding how to improve your thesis and your body section content 

and organization, please contact the  school for additional instructional assistance. It is 

imperative you improve your work in the previously-noted areas, or you will not be able to write 

a coherent, unified, and persuasive essay (and thus will likely fail the essay).  

 

Please thoroughly and carefully review all marginal and in-text revision guidance on your 

previous two returns. Contact the school with any questions.  

 

Instructor (VGG)  

Penn Foster  

 

 

Title: Comparison and Contrast between the Nnovel and Ffilm Angels and Demons 

Introduction 

“Angels and Demons” is a techno-thriller novel written by Dan Brown published in 2000 

which re-emerged as a 2009 movie with the same name, that was directed by Ron Howard. 

Having the same name, both the genres have certain similarities as well as some differences 

which make them complement and at the same time contradict each other. Both the novel and the 

story revolve around the same story line and themes which are easily spotted while reading the 

novel or while watching the movie. Both of them present action and violence, differences 

between religion and science, and a quest for finding the ways to maintain peace appropriately. 
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Thesis Statement:  

That the novels once filmed usually lose their charm as the imagination of the reader are 

open and unbound to form images of the ideas presented by the author while viewers merely 

watch, rarely does it happen that viewers analyze the scenes critically thinking what impression 

they would have if they were presented in some other way. In addition, certain details are to be 

cut down because of deficiency of time in which a movie is to be presented whereas a book has 

no boundary of pages. This is what can be observed in the into a book: Camerlengo Carlo 

become the pope for a short period of time where people used to admiring him, when 

Camerlengo`s mothers dead she was priestess in the Vatican where camerlengo finds the truth 

about his biological parents. However in the movie: camerlengo was announced dead after his 

parachute jump a suspicions raised that he was murdered. This bulky piece of mystery and 

speculative fiction is a detailed description of a brutal act of an ancient brotherhood Illuminati to 

destroy the world by stealing antimatter from the CERN. 

Novel 

 The novel written by New York Times bestselling author was published by Pocket Books 

and subsequently by Corgi Books.  

The co-creator of antimatter. He is a scientist and a priest at the same time and he aims at 

proving the existence of God through the creation of antimatter which he does with the 

collaboration of his adopted child Vittoria Vetra. As soon as he is murdered and one of the three 

canisters carrying antimatter are missing, the chief director of CERN send super jet to the 

world’s renowned and most capable symbolist Robert Langdon who finds antimatter hidden deep 

in the heart of Vatican city, fitted there to destroy lifetime enemy of Illuminati brotherhood.  
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Movie  

 The American movie Angels and Demons which was released after nine years of 

publication of the novel was directed by Ron Howards and re-written in the form of the script by 

Akiva Goldsman and David Koepp. This movie is based on the novel of the same name as 

mentioned earlier and is a mysterious and equally thrilling presentation of events with a lavish 

show of the places mentioned in the novel. Pictured in Rome, this movie conveys many chunks 

of information about the history of the church through the character of Robert Langdon; Tom 

Hanks in the movies. The basic storyline is the same as that of the novel with the omission of 

certain chunks and amendments in some parts of the novel. 

Details of the Novel  

The novel consists of 616 pages with an in-depth description of each and every detail 

whereas the movie appears to be precise, lacking certain things which have been mentioned in 

the novel. An example of this cut down is a memory, this is not shown in the movie along with 

many other descriptions and flashbacks gave in the novel but absent in the movie.  

Along with cutting down of details, certain changes in the appearance of the characters 

and the level of their relationship which seems odd to the one who has read the novel and then 

watches the movie. One striking difference which can be noticed is that Vittoria Vetra is adopted 

daughter of Leonardo Vetra in the novel and he is killed which becomes a reason of deep sorrow 

and pity for Vittoria whereas when the genre is changed. 

 “The craft before them was enormous. It was vaguely reminiscent of the space shuttle 

except that the top had been shaved off, leaving it perfectly flat. Parked there on the runway, it 
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resembled a colossal wedge… The vehicle looked as airworthy as a Buick. The wings were 

practically non-existent — just two stubby fins on the rear of the fuselage. A pair of dorsal 

guiders rose out of the aft section. The rest of the plane was hull — about 200 feet from front to 

back — no windows, nothing but the hull.” (Brown, 16-17) 

 One important thing to keep in mind is the image of the appearances of the characters’ 

readers form in their minds. When we consider this paradigm in the perspective of Angels and 

Demons, it is noticed that dressing of Vittoria Vetra is different in the movie from the one 

mentioned in the novel. In the novels, Vittoria carries short pants whereas, in the movie, she is 

seen to have worn long pants. Such a difference may be attributed to the very place where she is 

present or to her linkage with a man who was a priest. Furthermore, belongingness of the 

characters is also slightly different in both the genres as Camerlengo is Italian in the novel 

whereas he belongs to Netherlands in the movie. 

  One controversy between the novel and the movie lies in setting the plot of the story as 

the novel starts with the branding of the chest of a priest with an Illuminati symbol which is more 

appealing as compared to the beginning shown in the movie in which just Illuminati symbol is 

depicted. This makes the critics think that a stronger impact would have been created if the same 

was shown as written in the novel as the theme revolves around the controversy between religion 

and science. Another significant difference between events of the novel and the movie is that 

Vittoria is kidnapped in the novel whereas nothing like this happens in the movie.  

Comparison 
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 Despite many differences, they both show the same violence an ancient brotherhood 

wants to spread against the Catholic Church and resent the quest of the protagonist for finding a 

way out in the same way. Moreover, the antagonist is kept hidden by the end of the novel as well 

as the movie which makes them follow the same line and mitigates the effects of other 

differences between both of the genres. Although some omissions make it confusing to relate the 

things at times, still portrayal of the characters in the movie unison with those mentioned in the 

novel makes it easier for the reader/viewer to discern the theme and relate both the genres with 

each other in an unhesitant way. 

 Both the genres of Angels and Demons have received warm critical reception. Critics 

have not only welcomed the themes presented in the novel and the movie but also they have 

pointed out some differences which would have a different impact on the onlookers if they were 

minimized. Chen puts forth his views on the movie: “Brown's thrillers are packed with so much 

exposition that it should come as no surprise that this prequel, like The Da Vinci Code, is 

overlong and way too talky” (Chen).  He states that this exposition of all the details given in the 

novel provides information to the layperson who does not know anything about the selection of 

Pope. He questions Illuminati's act of hiding the destructive substance somewhere down there in 

the Vatican which could be found with help of clues (Ebert).  

Differences 

If this feature is an adaptation of the novel Angels and Demons, some differences are to 

be noted: 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/the-da-vinci-code


6 
 

I - In the book, the Camerlengo (played by Ewan McGregor) is an Italian named Carlo 

Ventresca. In the film, he is originally from Northern Ireland and is named Patrick McKenna, 

ware the movie have to adapt the novel characters. 

II - In the film, the viewers see that Robert Langdon manages to save Cardinal Baggia in 

drowning from the drowning at the Fountain of the Four Rivers in Rome.  

  III - In the book, once discovered the antimatter bomb, Robert Langdon climbs with the 

Camerlengo in the helicopter in order to get away as quickly as possible from the Vatican. The 

Camerlengo jumps from the aircraft with a parachute, leaving the instructor in the helicopter. 

Robert Langdon understands what he was hiding (Dan Brown - Angels & Demons-Discuss The 

Book vs. Movie!).  In the film, the Camerlengo goes up alone leaving Robert Langdon to witness 

the explosion from St. Peter's Square. The Camerlengo reappears, as in the book, alive, thanks to 

its parachute jump.  

IV - In the film, Langdon does not go to Switzerland. He was found directly in the 

Vatican, where he was called by the Swiss guards and Vittoria Vetra, the adoptive girl of the 

scientist. The two support each other but not to recover the antimatter in an attempt to save the 

four "preferitis" who were likely to be elected at the conclave, a fortnight after the Pope's death. 

The four cardinals have disappeared. Nobody knows where they are. The Camerlengo; the young 

Carlo Ventresca, had to attend to the preparations for the conclave. A difficult task for the priest, 

for the deceased pope, was a little like his father. He had gathered him when his mother had died 

in an attack. 
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V - Langdon, who has studied the rites and symbols of the Illuminati, tries to find the 

Way of Illumination concealed in Rome by means of a text by Galileo and works by Bernini. His 

quest is not going to be easy. In the book, Langdon and Vittoria never arrive in time to save the 

cardinals while in the film, the last one escapes. Also in the book, the assassin was ordered to 

eliminate them if necessary, while in the film he said he was not ordered to kill them. A less 

frightening assassin than in the book ... Dan Brown loaded that one! And Vittoria is not 

kidnapped in the film whereas in the book the villain knocks him down and takes it away. 

VI - In the film, there is a lot of action but not many dialogues and we do not find 

speeches about science, Religion, and spirituality. Moreover, some scenes do not really happen 

in the same way. In the film, Langdon does not climb in the helicopter when the Camerlengo 

takes the tube of antimatter to explode it in the sky. He and Vittoria also do not cross the gates of 

the Sistine Chapel and the elected Pope is not the Great Elector Saverio Mortati. Some first 

names have also been modified, which can sometimes lead to confusion. 

Conclusion  

 It can be summed up in the light of above arguments that both the genres of Angels and 

Demons have certain similarities and discrepancies which are there just to meet certain 

requirements. It usually happens that when a novel is filmed, its charm is lost or the theme gets 

reshaped somehow but this novel has retained its core theme and has been able to leave an 

impact on the viewer’s same as that of the novel when read. It is an evident fact that a novel 

cannot be filmed as it is; certain amendments have to be made to beat the time management issue 

and also a script writer or a director cannot visualize what was there in writer’s mind when he 

wrote the novel.  
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