
 

 

 

 

 

 

RQ-21A Program iUS Navy RQ-21A program  

The Most Impactful Acquisition of the Decade 

xxxxxxxxxxx 

DEFM311Professor Funkhouser 

March 16, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Abstract 

In the last decade, the biggest program that has been managed through the acquisition 

process would have to be the US Navy RQ21A program. This is an unmanned program that 

would render America the power into a new realm of unmanned vehicles. Managed by the Navy 

and Marine Corps STUAS program office, this vehicle would provide with the unique capability 

of operating from both land and the sea. Since no military personnel is on board, the vehicle can 

be controlled from a central location. This would provide unrelenting maritime, surveillance, 

land based reconnaissance and data collection of Target Acquisition. The RQ-21A includes 

many new and the latest technology like day/Night Full Motion Video (FMV) cameras, infrared 

marker, laser range finder and Automatic Identification System (AIS) receivers. They have the 

unique ability to integrate the payloads very fast and allow other warfighters to have the most 

advanced and sophisticated payload for any kind of mission. And since it can be used on land as 

well as sea, any type of attack can be countered by this aircraft and hence this program is very 

important for them. Another factor is that this technology leaves no footprint after using and 

hence it is nearly impossible for the enemies to detect the use of technology and is an ideal for 

any such operations where privacy is most important. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The biggest acquisition of a weapons system within the last ten years has to be the RQ-

21A unmanned aerial surveillance system. The RQ-21A will provide constant marine and land-

based tactical Reconnaissance, Surveillance, and Target Acquisition (RSTA), data collection 

&amp; dissemination capabilities to the war fighters in real-time. It is envisioned that the US 

NAVY and U.S. Air Force will make use of RQ-21A to endow with constant RSTA in support 

of security forces, integrated base defense &amp; convoy protection requirements, and 

meteorological survey and data analysis by weather personnel. 

 The RQ-21A acquisition consisted of a number of Air Vehicles (AV), a Ground Control 

Systems (GCS) and Multi-mission payloads. Measuring at over seven feet in length, the RQ-

21Aweighs 125 pounds, has air speeds of over 80 knots, has a ceiling of over 15,000 feet with a 

range of 50 nautical miles. It's payload includes an electronic optical/infrared, communications 

relay, AIS, LRF and an IR Pointer. This acquisition was contracted out to Insitu, Inc. who won 

the bid by their scope of experience and contract history. This flying system is known as a multi-

mission flying truck. According to the author of UAS Vision, RQ-21A Small Tactical Unmanned 

Aircraft System (STUAS) finished its 1stEast Coast flight from Webster Field Annex on June 

12, creating a mark for the beginning of the next phase of test for the plan. This system is a 

bigger, heavier &amp; more capable version of the ScanEagle phase of test for the plan.... 


