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INTRODUCTION

For this assignment, you’ll conduct an interview of an early
childhood professional or a childcare provider. To prepare for
the professional interview, reread pages 88–90 in Foundations

of Early Childhood Education: Teaching in a Diverse Setting, by
Janet Gonzalez-Mena, which discuss the role of a professional
in the field of early childhood. According to the reading, the
classroom is much like an orchestra but, unlike an orchestra,
the role of the professional isn’t necessarily that of the leader
wielding a baton behind a podium. If you’ve ever spent time
in a classroom, you’re probably already aware of this!

Using the points made in the preparatory reading, think over
what you want to accomplish and what you’ll need to know
from the person you interview. Using the guidelines in the
next section, prepare your approach and compose your
interview questions.

ASSIGNMENT INSTRUCTIONS

First, you’ll need to choose an early childhood professional
with whom you can spend some time alone and undisturbed
for the interview. There are several steps you must take to
complete the assignment successfully:

1. Contact an early childhood professional in your area and
make arrangements to conduct your interview. 

2. Conduct the interview using the instructions outlined
below. Make sure you’ve asked permission to take notes
during the interview or, if possible, record the session. 

3. Prepare a written account of your interview to submit
for evaluation.

There’s a list of questions you’re required to ask during the
interview, but you also must add questions of your own. Your
additional questions should clarify your purpose or help the
reader appreciate your understanding of roles the professional
must take on to “make beautiful music” in the classroom. 
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Format

In your report, in addition to an introduction and a conclusion,
you’ll write a dialog based on the questions and answers from
the interview. To ensure that you have all the information
you need, prepare a sheet listing the questions and leave
room for the notes you’ll take on the professional’s answers. 

For clarity, we’ve included this sample of how to format your
interview dialog. 

Student (Put your first name here, for example Mary): Thank
you so much for agreeing to help me with this assignment,
especially since you’re staying after hours to do it.

Professional (Add the name of the person you’re interviewing
here, for example, Joan or Ms. Smith): It’s my pleasure. I’m so
glad to help out a future daycare professional. 

Mary: Well, let’s get started. What attracted you to daycare or
wanting to care for children?

Joan: It seems I’ve always wanted to take care of kids. Even
when I was a little girl, I was lining up my dolls and playing
teacher. In grade school I always organized all the kids on the
playground, and if anyone got hurt, I was the one who took
care of them until an adult came. By high school, I was baby-
sitting and taking courses at the “Y.” I guess it was destined.

Mary: Wow, you mentioned courses. That actually leads me
to my next two questions, in a way. How long have you been
a “professional” and what courses have you taken?

The interview process and your dialog should continue in this
same back-and-forth pattern.

Required Questions

While there are some required questions, remember that the
interview is a conversation with someone in your field and an
opportunity to learn. By preparing possible follow-up questions,
depending upon the professional’s answers, you’ll learn more
and keep the conversation rolling in a natural way. If there are
additional topics you’d like to ask about, prepare the questions
before you go to the interview and write them down along with
the required questions.
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The following are the required questions for your interview:

1. Why do you consider yourself an early childhood 
professional?

2. What attracted you to the early childhood field or caring
for young children?

3. How long have you been an early childhood educator or
professional caregiver?

4. What, if any, formal education do you have in this field?
(This is a great opportunity for follow-up questions!)

5. Were you required, as part of your job or to meet state
licensing requirements, to seek this education, or did
you choose to do it on your own?

6. Do you feel your role as a professional has changed since
you first entered the field? If so, how? (This is a great

opportunity for follow-up questions!)

7. What are some challenges you face as a childcare
provider?

8. What do you think your role is in the classroom and in
your community? (This is a great opportunity for follow-up

questions!) 

9. What do you believe child-centered learning is? (This is

another great opportunity for follow-up questions!) 

Additional Questions

You must prepare several of your own questions for the inter-
view based on what you’ve learned about the role of the
professional in early childhood education or child care and
your own experiences and goals. You may also ask sponta-
neous follow-up questions during the interview to clarify the
professional’s answer or follow a line of thought. Those might
come naturally, but make sure you prepare several questions
that reflect your own interests in early childhood.



Project4

YOUR REPORT

When you’ve completed your interview, you’ll begin composing
your report. Make sure you transcribe your notes immediately,
so you can remember any details you didn’t have time to
write down, especially if you’re not going to write the report
directly after the interview. 

When you’re ready to write, follow these steps:

1. Write an introductory paragraph that explains the name
and title of the professional you interviewed, where the
professional works, when you conducted the interview,
and approximately how long the process took. 

2. Provide a written dialogue of your interview presented
like the sample format provided in the “Format” section
of the assignment instructions. 

3. Conclude your paper with a paragraph that describes
what you’ve learned from this project. In this paragraph,
you’ll state your thoughts on the educational process of
becoming a professional and the role of the professional
in the classroom. You’ll also reflect on any doubts or
added certainty you gained from the experience about
the profession you’ve chosen.

Writing Guidelines  

1. Type your submission, double-spaced, in a standard print
font, size 12. Use a standard document format with 1-inch
margins. (Do not use any fancy or cursive fonts.)

2. Save your paper in Microsoft Word or in plain text (txt)
or rich text format (rtf).

3. Include the following information at the top of your paper:

a. Name and complete mailing address

b. Student number

c. Course title (Fundamentals of Early Childhood
Education)

d. Assignment number (405027)
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4. Check the assignment instructions carefully and make
sure you’ve included all the required information.

5. Proofread your work carefully. Check for correct spelling,
grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.

Grading Criteria 

Your project will be evaluated according to the following 
criteria.

Introduction

• Did you introduce the professional that you interviewed? 

• Did you identify the facility where the professional
worked? 

• Did you state when this interview occurred? 

• Did you state how long the interview process took?

Interview

• Did you ask and receive responses to the required inter-
view questions?

• Did you ask follow-up or additional prepared questions?

• Did you format the interview according to the instructions?

Conclusion

• Did you state your thoughts on the education process of
a professional? 

• Did you state your thoughts on the role of the professional?

• Did you reflect on any doubts or added certainty you
gained from your interview with a professional?
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Written Communications 

• Did you use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, 
and sentence structure?

• Did you follow the organizational and formatting 
guidelines?

• Did you proofread to ensure the paper contains no 
typographical errors?

Grading Rubric

Your instructor will use the following rubric to grade 
your project:

Grading Criteria Exemplary Proficient Fair Poor
Not

Evident

Introduction: Professional
interviewed and facility identi-
fied; length of interview
clearly stated

20 19–16 15–9 8–4 0

Interview: All required
interview questions asked 
and answers sufficiently 
documented

45 44–35 34–25 24–10 0

Conclusion: Your thoughts
included on the education
process of a professional and
on the role of the professional;
after completing the interview,
thoughts on any doubts or
added certainty gained about
the profession you’ve chosen 

20 19–16 15–9 8–4 0

Written communication:
Paper is free of errors; 
correct spelling, grammar,
sentence structure used

10 8 6 4 0

Format: All required informa-
tion, such as name, student ID,
and exam number included;
paper is double-spaced in 12-
point, standard font; standard
margins and proper justifica-
tion used

5 4 3 2 0
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SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS 

Follow this procedure to submit your assignment online:

1. On your computer, save a revised and corrected version
of your report.

2. Go to http://www.takeexamsonline.com and log in.

3. Go to My Courses.

4. Click on Take Exam next to the lesson you’re working on.

5. Enter your e-mail address in the box provided. 
(Note: This information is required for online submission.)

6. Attach your file or files as follows:

a. Click on the Browse box.

b. Locate the file you wish to attach.

c. Double-click on the file.

d. Click on Upload File.

7. Click on Submit Files.


