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History of Western Civilization I

Part I: Identifications

Choose 10 out of the 25 terms to define. Your answer for each term should be at least 3
complete sentences long. Write the term you have selected along with your explanation 
in a separate document.

The Etruscans
The Roman Republic
The Punic Wars
The Roman takeover of Greece
Slave Revolts in the Roman Empire
Plebeian Revolts in the Roman Empire
Tiberius Gracchus
Gaius Gracchus
Gaius Marius
Julius Caesar
Octavian
Problems for the Jews in the Roman Empire
Peter and Paul
Early Christians interacting with the Roman Empire before Constantine
Changes to early Christianity before Constantine
The Barbarians
Attempts to restore the Roman Empire during the Crisis of the Third Century
Constantine
Changes to Christianity during and after Constantine
Augustine of Hippo
Emperor Justinian
The Roman Empire as the Barbarians started to take control of the Western Empire
The Bedouin
Muhammad
The Hijra



Part II: Short Answer

In a separate document please answer all of the following questions in order and provide 
the corresponding number. Your answers should be in at least three complete sentences.

11. What are, at least, three features of the origins of the Roman Republic? Please explain
these features. Your features can be about the origins of the Roman people, Roman 
culture and/or specifics on the origins of the government itself. 

12. Who were the Patricians and Plebeians in Early Rome?

13. How did their relationship between Patricians and Plebeians shape the history of 
Rome as both a help and a hindrance?

14. Why was Roman expansion so successful and/or what were some of the initial results 
that arose from it? Please name and explain, at least, three aspects to Rome's success 
and/or initial results. Your answer can be completely about Rome's success, completely 
about the initial results, or a combination thereof.

15. What were, at least, three major problems within the Roman Empire after the initial 
expansion period (before the Crisis of the Third Century) that created difficulties in the 
empire? Please explain these problems.

16. What was the historical context to the origins of Christianity?

17. What were, at least, three causes of the decline of Rome and the end of the Classical 
World? Please explain these factors.

18. How did Christianity change during and/or immediately after the reign of 
Constantine?

19. What was the Byzantine Empire and what were, at least, two characteristics of it? 
Please explain these characteristics.

20. What was the historical context to the origins of Islam?


