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2000 Cavalier

Report a problem with this article

Removal Procedure
The GM replacement brake lining material is recommended for all GM vehicles. This is done in order to
maintain the balance between front and rear brake performance. GM replacement parts have been
carefully selected in order to provide the proper brake balance for purposes of both stopping distance and
controllability over the full range of operation conditions. Installation of the front or rear brake lining material
with performance different from that of the GM replacement parts recommended for this vehicle may
change the intended brake balance of this vehicle.

 
1. Remove 2/3 of the brake fluid from the master cylinder.
2. Raise and support the vehicle. Refer to Lifting and Jacking the Vehicle in General Information.
3. Mark (index) the relationship of the wheel to the hub.
4. Remove the tire and wheel assembly. Refer to Tire and Wheel Removal and Installation in Tires

and Wheels.
5. Install 2 wheel nuts in order to retain the rotor.
6. In order to push the piston into the caliper bore and provide clearance between the pads and the

rotor, complete the following steps:
1. Install a large C-clamp over the top of the caliper housing and against the back of the

outboard pad.
2. Slowly tighten the C-clamp until the piston pushes into the caliper bore enough to slide

the caliper off the rotor.
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7. Remove the caliper bolts (1, 4).

 
8. Remove the caliper (2) from the knuckle. Suspend the caliper from the strut using a wire hook 

(1).
9. Remove the pads from the caliper (2).

10. Inspect the caliper bolts for corrosion or damage. Use new parts, including bushings, when
installing the caliper if any corrosion is found. Do not attempt to polish away corrosion.

Installation Procedure
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Important: Before installing new brake pads, wipe the outside surface of the caliper boot clean.
Use denatured alcohol.

1. Bottom the piston into the caliper bore. If installing new brake pads, use a C-clamp (2) in order to
bottom the piston. Use a metal plate or wooden block across the face of the piston. Do not
damage the piston or the caliper boot.

 
Important: Lift the inner-edge caliper boot next to the piston. Press out any trapped air. The boot
must lay flat below the level of the piston face.

Important: The wear sensor is on the outside pad. The sensor is positioned at the leading edge
(upward) of the pad during forward wheel rotation.

2. Install the pads to the caliper (2).
3. Install the caliper (2) to the knuckle.

 
Notice: Refer to Fastener Notice in Cautions and Notices.

4. Install the caliper bolts (1, 4). 
Tighten 
Tighten the caliper bolts to 51 Y (38 lb ft).

5. Remove the wheel nuts securing the rotor to the hub.
6. Install the tire and wheel assemblies. Refer to Tire and Wheel Removal and Installation in Tires

and Wheels.

https://www.motologic.com/car/cbf292d0-174b-102b-8293-001b2106f1f9/article/271c4d0435c2817773e8a2f5c39fe32d
https://www.motologic.com/car/cbf292d0-174b-102b-8293-001b2106f1f9/article/f9ab0218462d6d1668fafae1bda18a9a


3/17/2018 Disc Brake Pads Replacement • 2000 Chevrolet Cavalier • MotoLogic

https://www.motologic.com/car/cbf292d0-174b-102b-8293-001b2106f1f9/article/e1c55bac2f3cac5b9f34c5c409992edb 4/4

Align the index marks on the wheel and the hub.

7. Lower the vehicle.
8. Fill the master cylinder to the proper level with clean brake fluid. Refer to Master Cylinder

Reservoir Filling in Hydraulic Brakes.
9. Apply approximately 778 N (175 lb) of force to the brake pedal 3 times in order to seat the pads.

10. Burnish the pads and the rotors. Refer to Brake Pad and Rotor Burnishing.
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