
Central Alabama Community College—Standardized Syllabus 
 
I. English 102 

English Composition II (3 credit hours) 
 
II. Course Description 
 

English Composition II provides instruction and practice in the writing of six formal, 
analytical essays, at least one of which is a research project using outside sources and/or 
references effectively and legally.  Additionally, English Composition II provides 
instruction in the development of analytical and critical reading skills in the composition 
process.  English Composition II may include instruction and practice in library usage. 

 
III. Prerequisite 
 
 A grade of “C” or better in English 101 or the equivalent 
 
IV. Textbook 
 

A Writer’s Reference with Writing about Literature by Diana Hacker, Bedford/St. 
Martin’s,7th edition 
 
The attached customized syllabus for the course section lists required supplemental 
materials. 

 
V. Course Objectives 
 

1. develop and use strategies for writing essays from development of subject through 
revision of the essay 

 
2. develop and use research skills for the completion of a research project using 

outside sources and/or references effectively and legally (e.g., documented essay) 
 
3. develop analytical and critical reading skills to be used as a basis for composition 

 
VI. Course Outline of Topics 
 

Instruction in composition will include units on prewriting, composing, revising, and 
producing final drafts with concurrent instruction in reading and analytical skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VII. Course Calendar 
 

The attached customized syllabus includes the semester’s course calendar and notes the 
following: 
 

• weekly or daily outline of topics 
• exam and quiz presentation 
• special events required 

 
 
 
VIII. Assessment of Student Achievement 
 
Grading System: 
 
Assignment 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 pts. 
Assignment 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 pts. 
Assignment 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 pts. 
Assignment 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125 pts. 
Assignment 5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150 pts. (Midterm Exam) 
Assignment 6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 pts. (Final Exam) 
Assignment 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 pts. (Research Project) 
 
Grading Scale: 
 
895-1000=A; 795-894=B; 695-794=C; 595-694=D; below 595=F 
 
See the customized syllabus for additional assessment information, including the following:   
 
Assignments 
Class participation requirements 
Makeup policy, penalty for late assignments, extra credit policy 
 
See the catalog for grade appeal procedures. 
 
IX. Attendance 
 

Class attendance is critical for ensuring academic success; therefore, 
students are expected to attend all classes for which they are registered.  
Attendance will be recorded from the first day   of the student’s official 
enrollment.  Each student should be punctual. It is considered rude and an 
interruption to the class for students to arrive late. 
 
Students who are unable to attend class regularly, regardless of the reason 
or circumstance, should withdraw from that class before poor attendance 



interferes with the student’s ability to achieve the objectives required in the 
course. Withdrawal from class can affect eligibility for federal financial aid.  
  
It is recognized that from time to time, extenuating circumstances may 
prevent a student from being able to attend a class.  If the student misses a 
test or in-class assignment because of such an absence, make-up 
assignments may be given at the instructor’s discretion.  However, there is 
no requirement that the instructor provide the opportunity for a make-up.  If 
the student was scheduled to make a presentation to the class, the 
opportunity to make the presentation at a later date or to the instructor 
outside the scheduled class time is at the instructor’s discretion.  There is no 
requirement that the instructor provide a make-up opportunity for students 
who miss their scheduled presentation dates. 
 
If the instructor conducts a classroom exercise in which students are graded 
for their participation, any student who is absent may receive a “0” for that 
particular activity at the instructors discretion.  In all cases of absence, the 
student is responsible for acquiring assignment information and making up 
incomplete work resulting from such an absence. 
 
 Students who have not attended traditional/hybrid classes; or students registered 
in Internet class(es) who have not logged into their Moodle account and completed 
their mandatory on-line orientation assignment; or students enrolled in online 
Math classes, who have not attended the mandatory in-person Math orientation 
session by the published date on the College website each semester will be dropped 
from the class(es). Students who have been dropped from a class or classes will not 
be reinstated unless there is a verifiable error made by the College. 

 
X. Discrimination/Harassment 
 
 The College and the Alabama State Board of Education are committed to providing both   
 employment and educational environments free of harassment or discrimination related to 
 an individual’s race, color, gender, religion, national origin, age, or disability.  Such  
 harassment is a violation of State Board of Education policy.  Any practice or behavior  
 that constitutes harassment or discrimination will not be tolerated. 
 
XI. Americans with Disabilities 
 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504) and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990 state that qualified students with disabilities who meet the essential functions and 
academic requirements are entitled to reasonable accommodations.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to provide appropriate disability documentation to the College.  If you have 
a disability that may prevent your meeting the course requirements, contact the instructor 
before the end of the first week of classes to file a student disability request and to 
discuss a reasonable accommodation plan.  Course requirements will not be waived, but 
accommodations may be made to assist you in meeting the requirements, provided that 



you work with the instructor in a timely fashion to develop a reasonable accommodation 
plan.  Please refer to the College catalog for more information. 

 
 
XII. Academic Honesty 
 

Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited.  Plagiarism 
can be defined as unintentionally or deliberately using another person’s writing or ideas 
as though they are one’s own.  Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, copying another 
individual’s work and taking credit for it, paraphrasing information from a source without 
proper documentation, mixing one’s own words with those of another author without 
attribution, and buying or downloading a paper from the internet.   
 
Any student involved in an incident such as, but not limited to, unsatisfactory clinical 
performance; a proven form of academic dishonesty, for example, blatant plagiarism; etc. 
will receive the grade of “F” in the course in which the incident occurred.  The “F” will 
be assigned in the instructor’s grade book/grade sheet on the day the incident occurred, 
but will not be posted until the end of the semester to the student’s transcript.  The 
student will not be allowed to withdraw any time after the incident even if the incident 
occurs prior to the College’s published withdrawal date.  This policy supersedes the 
College’s withdrawal policy if such an incident occurs. 

 
 
XIII. Classroom Safety and Security 
 

All students are expected to be familiar with evacuation procedures, emergency 
procedures, and potential classroom and lab hazards. 

 
XIV. Resources Available to Support the Course 
 
 Student Support Services 
 Computer Labs 
 
 See the customized syllabus for additional resources available. 
 
 
 
  



 

Course: ENG 102     Instructor: Brandy Mitchell  

Office: L306     Phone: 215-4348      Email: bmitchell@cacc.edu  

Office Hours: M/W  7:30-10:00am , 12:20-12:50pm , 3:00-4:30pm 

Required Texts and Materials: 

Norton Introduction to Literature 10th edition, Eds.  Booth and Mays 

A Writer’s Reference with Writing About Literature, 7th ed. Hacker **2009 MLA update  

** 5 large Blue Books-- DO NOT WRITE ANYTHING ON THEM. 

PLAGIARISM: Any student involved in an incident such as, but not limited to, unsatisfactory clinical performance; a proven 
form of academic dishonesty, for example blatant plagiarism; etc. will receive a grade of “F” in the course where the incident 
occurred. The “F” will be assigned in the instructor’s grade book/grade sheet on the day the incident occurred, but will not be 
posted until the end of the semester to the student’s transcript. The student will not be allowed to withdraw anytime after the 
incident even if the incident occurs prior to the College’s published withdrawal date. This policy supersedes the College’s 
withdrawal policy if such an incident occurs.  

ATTENDANCE: You will sign an attendance log when you enter the room. If you do not sign, I will consider you absent.  

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS  

All essays must follow MLA format guidelines. Details about each essay will be discussed as each is assigned. The guidelines 
assigned at the time must be followed. In general, the final version of any paper will be graded on content, organization, style, 
MLA usage, accuracy, quoting, and grammar. All essays are written in draft form and in class; thus in-class drafting is a 
requirement for all submitted work. I will not grade any work that has not been written in class. It is imperative that you not miss 
class on writing days. There will be no make-up sessions for missed drafts. Late work will be either not accepted or heavily 
penalized. Procrastination, not last minute emergencies, is the real cause for late work. Being absent from class does not mean 
being excused from having an assignment in at the appropriate time. Assignments are due on the dates indicated on the syllabus. 
Even if you are not in class, your assignment should be. 

¨ DUE DATES FOR FINAL DRAFTS ARE INDICATED ON THE SYLLABUS. IF YOUR ESSAY IS NOT TURNED 
IN WHEN CLASS BEGINS, IT IS LATE!   

-- ALL ESSAYS (EXCEPT MID-TERM AND FINAL) MUST BE SUBMITTED THROUGH TURNITIN.  A hard copy 
is also due at the beginning of class on the due date unless otherwise specified on syllabus. 

--I DO NOT ACCEPT WORK THAT DOES NOT MEET THE BASIC MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 
ASSIGNMENT (ie. length, sources, formatting, deadline). 

¨ I DO NOT ACCEPT WORK THAT HAS BEEN WRITTEN OUTSIDE OF CLASS WITHOUT MY PERMISSION. 

¨ Electronic devices of any kind may not be seen or heard during class or lab time. Violators may have electronic devices 
confiscated and face possible expulsion from the class. Anyone caught using a cell phone during drafting/typing of any work 
will receive a ZERO for the assignment. 

 
 
 
 



 
Tentative Schedule 
 

May 29 Course Introduction/ Turnitin/Plagiarism;  

“Cinderella,” Literary Perspectives, Writing Literary Essays 

June  

3 The Importance of Being Earnest p. 1597—Read entire play by today. 

5 The Importance of Being Earnest cont. 

10 Assignment 1: Intro/Points for The Importance of Being Earnest  due via Turnitin by the end 

of class***attendance required 

12 Draft The Importance of Being Earnest essay in class 

17 Assignment 2-Drama Due to Turnitin by beginning of class—A hardcopy of the essay is also 

due at the beginning of class;    

Read: Flannery O’Connor “A Good Man is Hard to Find” p. 495 

 Edgar Allen Poe “The Cask of Amontillado” p. 161 

19 Writing Workshop/Mid-term essay prep 

24 Drafting Short Story Mid-term Essay—Assignment 3 due by end of class***attendance 

required. 

26 Discuss Research paper—assign research topics 

 Read Updike’s “A & P” p. 149 

July  

1  Drafting Response paper on “A & P” –Assignment 4***attendance required 

3 Response paper on “A & P” –Assignment 4 due via Turnitin by beginning of class Work on 

research paper—no formal class meeting 

8 Sources for Research Paper due today / Discuss Revision essay Assignment 5 

10 Revision essay—Assignment 5 due via Turnitin by beginning of class 

 Research planning/intro due by end of class. 

15 Research paper rough draft due 

17  Research paper workshop/Research paper questions 

22 Research Paper Due—Assignment 7 

24 Introduction to Poetry and the explication essay 

 Arnold “Dover Beach,” Owen “Dulce Et Decorum Est,” Roethke “My Papa’s Waltz,”  

29 Poetry selections 

31  In-class poetry explication essay***attendance required 

August   5 Final exam-Assignment 7 
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