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1

Image  

of

God

What Does It

Mean to be

Human?

Origin of People

 Who were Adam and Eve?

 One might believe that God created people in a 

fashion identical to the first chapters of Genesis. 

This belief will also hold that humanity came into 

existence with the creation of Adam and Eve. 

The determination of human nature would 

involve the systematic investigation of Scripture.

 One might believe that God created people in a 

more progressive or evolutionary fashion.
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Human

Attributes

 The determination of human nature can be 

informed by sources other than the Bible, 

resulting in a refined Christian 

anthropology.

 What does it mean to be human?  

 What does it mean to be created in the 

image and likeness of God?
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Human

Attributes (2)
 Genesis talks about the complexity of 

being human – inner personal complexity, 

social complexity in relationship with 

others, and complexity in relationship with 

the created order.

 These complexities occur in a physical 

context, yet they also happen in a spiritual 

context in term’s of people’s relationship 

with God.
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Human

Attributes (3)
 People possess a variety of attributes:  

physical, rational, spiritual, moral and 

social dimensions.

1. people were created with physical bodies, 

reflective of the physical world in which 

they live.

2. people are thought to have a spiritual 

dimension sometimes referred to as “spirit” 

and/or “soul.”
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Human Attributes (4)
3. people have reasoning capabilities that 

far surpass that of animals.

4. people are considered to be morally 

obligated in their relationship with God as 

well as in relationship to other aspects of 

God’s creation. This obligation implies 

that humanity possesses freedom of 

choice.

5. people are social beings because God 

created not one but many. 

6



Chapter Eleven: The Image of God An Exploration of Christian Theology

3

 Christian anthropology – the study of 

Christian teaching related to humanity.

 Body – is finite and eventually needs 

resurrection.

 The physicality of our bodies is an 

important dimension of who we are.

 Jesus placed a great importance upon the 

physical health and well-being of people.
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Christian Anthropology

 Christian celebrate their physicality.

 if we have a holy, healthy view of our 

physical bodies, we might take better care 

of that part of who we are.

 it is impossible to consider what it means 

to be human by only looking at Scripture 

and church history says about people.
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Christian Anthropology (2)

 consideration should also be given to the 

physiological makeup of people; this 

includes psychological, sociological, 

political, and other dimensions of human 

existence.

9

Christian Anthropology (3)
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Image of God

 imago Dei (Latin, “image of God”). 

 people were created in the image of God. 

Both men and women, were created the 

same way, reflecting God’s personal and 

social characteristics. As such, men and 

women are blessed, they are called to be 

fruitful and have dominion over the world, 

caring for all as God cares for us.
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Structural View
 of the image of God asserts that particular 

human attributes constitute the sum and 

substance of our likeness to God. They 

include psychological, rational, volitional, 

and spiritual qualities in people.

 another view envisions people having a 

spiritual dimension to their lives. The 

presence of a soul is thought to represent 

our essential likeness to God.
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Functional View

 of the image of God asserts that people 

reflect the likeness of God by what they do 

rather than by who they are in their 

structural makeup.

 another example addresses humanity’s 

dominion over creation. 

 this dominion does not represent an 

authoritarian type of dominance over the 

world, but a responsible ethic of work and 

care for the world.
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Relational View
 of the image of God asserts that what is 

most significant about people is that God 

created them to be in relationship with one 

another.

 this implies a moral responsibility toward 

the social reality of our lives and world. 
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Human Freedom
 How free are people?

 people were created with freedom of 

choice.

 some Christians think that freedom is the 

determinative feature of being created in 

God’s image.

 all three views of the image of God can be 

understood as involving rational and 

spiritual dimensions as well.
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Original Righteousness
 morally upright; innocent of sin.

 Aquinas – righteousness to be a gift given 

to people after their creation; gracious gift 

from God.

 Irenaeus – thought that people were 

created with the potential for good and 

evil, and so were morally neutral.

 Pelagius – people do not possess original 

righteousness. They only possess 

freedom.


