


To: San Rafael Manor Board

From: David Shevick, P.E.

RE: Courtesy Notice About Hot Tub

This is in response to the notice requesting an Architectural Application (AA) for my hot tub. I think 
there is some confusion here because my hot tub is not at all an alternation and does not qualify under
the stated  requirement sof an AA.

My hot tub is a simple plug-in tub.  It is a residential consumer product that sits on my patio and which 
plugs into the wall.  It is filled once every three months with a hose. It does not require any 
modification of the plumbing or electrical of my unit, nor a concrete pad or other modification. It is not 
visible from the outside.    

Although not addressed in the AA, I would like to point address some potential concerns regarding my 
hot tub:

Energy Used: The unit plugs into a 15-amp outlet and runs 2 hrs per day, or around 2kWh per day.  
At $0.20/kWh, that's $12/month.  My unit is especially energy efficient in other aspects, featuring dual-
glazed high performance windows, 1-year old high-efficiency refrigerator, all LED lighting, high SEER 
heat pump and no flat-screen TV (those use 1kWh, like a hot tub).

Water: The tub stays filled. The water is changed every 3 months and is only 200 gallons. 

Sound:  The tub is extremely quiet, much much quieter than air conditioners in my and others units, 
and much quieter than my washer and dryer, which are also in the same area. 

I would also like to point that I use this for my health.  I do not use chlorine.  I use magnesium salts. I 
use the tub every evening before I go to bed, and the salts greatly aid in my sleep.  I hope this clears 
up this mis-understanding and I can return to the quiet enjoyment of my exclusive-use area, and 
harmoniously put this matter to rest.

Respectfully,

David Shevick, P.E.

415.794.2084







Section 13.17. Architectural Alterations. A Shareholder may cosmetically alter or remodel the 
interior of his or her Apartment Unit. However, no alteration shall be made which impairs the integrity 
of fire/life safety, structural, plumbing or acoustical components of the Apartment Unit or the adjacent
Apartment Building Area. The Shareholder shall submit an application for Architectural Alteration to
the Board for review and approval prior to cutting, removing and/or replacing any gypsum board, 
plaster, or framing . Cooperative approval is also required before installation   of any patios 
shed,trellis,pergolaor air conditioning unit. No alteration to an Apartment Unit may be made if, in the 
Board’s sole judgment, it may result in an increase in sound transmission into any other Apartment 
Unit. No alteration which will be visible from outside an Apartment Unit may be made without prior 
review and approval by the Board. 






