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Dear James,  

 

First, you must submit a clean copy of your revised outline. Right now, your outline contains 

edits and marginal comments, presumably from someone who provided you feedback for 

improvement. While it is wonderful that you asked another person to review your work, you 

must make all your changes and remove all edits and marginal comments to submit a clean copy 

of your work. Your submission cannot be assessed / graded until you do so.  

 

Second, you must make the substantial focus, thesis, analysis development, content, and 

arrangement revisions your most recent grader advised in order to improve your outline and be 

well-poised to move on to the essay phase of the assignment. Please review your most recent 

return to this one (from grader KM). Take time and carefully read and understand each of KM’s 

marginal comments, and use that guidance to help you revise your work. If you have any 

difficulty understanding the feedback you received or are still unsure how to proceed with your 

revisions in general, please contact the school for additional assistance. We are here to help!  

 

Third, as one of the major areas for development and revision here is the clarity and depth of 

your literary analysis (as KM noted repeatedly in her previous marginal feedback to you), I 

highly recommend you re-read Chapter 25 of your textbook, especially the section on Analyzing 

Poetry; these sections of the textbook will remind you of the types of specific, deep analysis that 

can help readers understand why you draw the conclusions you do from the lyrics you discuss 

and how those conclusions support your thesis argument about the song’s message. Right now 

(as on your previous submission), your attempted analyses largely contain vague statements that 

do not make specific points, and you do not do enough here to connect your conclusions about 

the song’s literary devices (as used in the lyrics) and the overall message you argue the song has.  

 

Good luck as you revise and continue to develop your ideas and analysis!   

 

Instructor (VGG)  

Penn Foster  

 

 

 

LYRICS 

"Across The Universe" 
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Words are flowing out like endless rain into a paper cup 1 

They slither wildly as they slip away across the universe 2 

Pools of sorrow, waves of joy are drifting through my opened mind 3 

Possessing and caressing me 4 

Jai Guru Deva OM 5 

 

Nothing's gonna change my world 6 

Nothing's gonna change my world 7 

Nothing's gonna change my world 8 

Nothing's gonna change my world 9 

 

Images of broken light which dance before me like a million eyes 10 

They call me on and on across the universe 11 

Thoughts meander like a restless wind inside a letter box 12 

They tumble blindly as they make their way across the universe 13 

Jai Guru Deva OM 14 

 

Nothing's gonna change my world 15 

Nothing's gonna change my world 16 

Nothing's gonna change my world 17 

Nothing's gonna change my world 18 

 

Sounds of laughter, shades of life are ringing through my open ears 19 

Inciting and inviting me 20 

Limitless undying love which shines around me like a million suns 21 

It calls me on and on, across the universe 22 

Jai Guru Deva OM 23 

 

Nothing's gonna change my world 24 

Nothing's gonna change my world 25 

Nothing's gonna change my world 26 

Nothing's gonna change my world 27 

 

Jai Guru Deva 28 

Jai Guru Deva 29 

Jai Guru Deva 30 

Jai Guru Deva 31 

Jai Guru Deva [fade out]  32 
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Introduction 

Response Paper to “Across the Universe” by John Lennon 

John Lennon wrote “Across the Universe” in 1986. He maintained that he was driven to 

write it following an incident with his first wife Cynthia who John claimed was “going on and on 

about something … and I kept hearing these words over and over, flowing like an endless 

stream” (Everett, Page 1, ). There are phrases which contribute to the meaning of the song 

written in the Hindi language, since it was written before John went to India to study, the initial 

inspiration behind this song had nothing to do with Hindu religion, but more about phrases which 

describe the world in terms of change. 

John first thought about the phrase "wWords are flowing out like endless raining through 

a paper cup" while listening to his first wife Cynthia blabbering away "endlessly" (Everett,Page 

1 ).   

The major point to the song is that no matter what happens, nothing will change the 

world (his world) however understanding it can expand the world.  

The song contains a number of literary devices which both explain the main idea. In this 

song Lennon was writing about his realization that no amount of experiences or learning 

wereamount of experiences or learning was going to change his basic world. 

The use of figurative language as a communication strategy is a universal phenomenon. 

Lennon uses simile, personification and alliteration to bring out his point that life is life and 
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nothing will change the basic tenets for him. His use of imagery to try to bridge gaps between his 

understanding and what others seek is a major part of this song, “Across the Universe.”  

My thesis is that Thesis Statement:  tThe use of similes, metaphors, repetition, and 

personification demonstrate that no matter what we learn in our travels through the universe, it is 

comforting for listeners of the Lennon song “Across the Universe” to know that their universe 

remains the same. I will explain my thesis through the use of three main ideas. 

OUTLINE 

Idea I 

: Lennon uses simile to try to explain how he used his experiences with different cultures 

to try to open his mind. Lennon had a “cosmic perspective in his songs” (Analyzing). 

The first point is that Lennon’sA.  His use of figurative language allowed the words in his 

songs to “create vivid images” (Wise, Page 1n.d.) in the minds of those who listened to his 

music.  

1.  Uses simile to compare his ideas to infinity because there are so many different 

ideas -  they will not stop because they are infinite. 

“Words are flowing out like Endless rain into a paper cup” (1) 

“Thoughts meander like a Restless wind inside a letter box" (12) 

“Shines around me like a million suns, It calls me on and on across the universe” 

(21,22) 

“Nothings gonna change my world” (8-11, 15-18, 24-27). 
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The next point is thatB. Lennon is who he is and no amount of experiences will change 

him. As well,   

C.  We may not change ourselves, but we can hone our beings through experiences and 

cultural enrichments. In this way, the song approaches the audience through a sociological angle 

(Brathen, Page 1) 

Next,  I will discuss the second idea that arises from these lyrics. 

Idea II 

: Lennon uses personification and repetition to show that there remain many ideas and 

thoughts in his mind that were not captured on paper or in song. 

The first concept for this part is that LennonA. He uses personification when he says that 

words will “slither wildly as they slip away across the universe.” (2). He is showing that he 

found that he had more and more ideas and that no matter how he might try to capture them, 

many of the ideas just escape. Not everything we are or what we think can be described in a 

literary piece whether music or in storytelling. 

B. He uses repetition trying to convince himself that these ideas will still be there 

(Repetition- "Nothing's gonna change my world" (8-11, 15-18, 24-27).  

C. The words and ideas call to him across the universe – but nothing he does will change 

his world. “Shines around me like a million suns, It calls me on and on across the universe” 

(21,22) 

Formatted: Indent: Left:  0", First line:  0.5", Line spacing: 
Double

Commented [k5]: You need the page number here as well 

Formatted: Line spacing:  Double

Formatted: Indent: First line:  0.5", Line spacing:  Double

Formatted: Indent: Left:  0", First line:  0.5", Line spacing: 
Double



James Saylor    #21957737-500468  6 

1013 Alamanda Drive 

NPB, FL 33408 

Jamiistoy@aol.com 

 

1. Lennon thought that the lyrics were some of the best ever written (Rolling Stone, Page 

761970, ) 

Idea III 

: He uses simile to show that as he grows and experiences even more of life he continues 

to be delighted with new ideas which he would add to the existing ideas which will continue to 

be with him as he travels through life “across the universe.”  

Lennon hadA. eEndless ideas: iImages of broken light dance before him enticing him and 

drawing him across the universe. “Images of broken light which dance before me like a million 

eyes” (10) 

B. Some of the thoughts remain inside him, wafting through his daily life. He uses a 

simile to describe how these thoughts are like a wind gently blowing inside of him, “Thoughts 

meander like a restless wind inside a letter box” (12) unable to get out. 

C. There may be good times and bad. He writes that there are times in a life when we 

experience “pools of sorrow” (3) but this is complimented by the “waves of joy” (3) which (and 

he uses personification here), are "possessing and caressing him" as a human would.   

D. Lennon uses alliteration "inciting and inviting me" (20) They are fun and happy words 

which begin with the same sound, 'in'. and also end with the same sound,'ing'. Alliteration drives 

the point home how the more ideas of life he experiences the more ideas he has. He also uses 

visual happiness in the form of personification when he writes of the “Images of broken light, 

which Dance before me like a million eyes” (10) to demonstrate his infinite number of ideas. 
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Idea IV:  

Influence 

A. The song greatly influenced the generation of youth who were looking to find an inner 

peace. Ironically, “after Universe, Lennon's world changed almost completely” (Beathoven, 

Part3,Page 1) as he studied meditation in India which substantially changed his outlook on the 

world. 

 

Conclusion 

: Figures of speech describe the life experience of expansion through growth which 

seems to change us, but in actuality does not. While some ideas we learn may escape, others 

remain, giving us comfort as they draw us “across the universe” of life. They are fanciful as 

dancing lights and as bright as a million suns (20) as they continue to call to us, but the universe 

always remains the same. 
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decide if Lennon’s work is overburdened with similes and metaphors or if they suit his 

purpose. 

“Elements are Dependable Across the Universe.” Institute of Creation Research. < 

http://www.icr.org/electromagnetic> 

Although this article does not have much to do with the song, “Across the Universe” this 

interesting idea is parallel to Lennon’s idea that nothing changes in his world. It is 

surprising that Lennon named the song “Across the Universe” when typically a song is 

named by the refrain which in this case was “Nothing’s Gonna Change My World.” 

While that was the point of the song, Lennon saw more cosmically, more universally and 

named the song “Across the Universe.” Somehow this bit of information might fit in 

somewhere in the paper. 
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 Poetry and song writing are two of the art which specifically utilize the tributes and 

intrinsic make up of words in their creation. The senses are caught up in how an artist 

presents their art through words. This essay presents the use of pleasing words in literary 

writing, but can be extended to include song writing. Music has the additional benefit of 

fitting words to rhythms and tying them to instruments. This could provide some 

comparisons or additional information for me in the essay on “Across the Universe” 

especially in the way John Lennon used repetition and the use of the Hindi words.  

Petrie, Keith, James Pennebaker, Borge Siversten. “Things We Said Today: A Linguistic 

Analysis of the Beatles,” Psychology of Aesthetics, Creativity and the Arts, 2008, Vol. 2, 

No. 4, 197-202. Web 

The paper may delve into John Lennon’s experiences with Indian mysticism and how it 

affected his writing, after “Across the Universe” was written.  I will look into the 

meaning of “Across the Universe” to see if it demonstrates Lennon’s well known creative 

side. Also, since Lennon had a more global or even cosmic perspective, this may have 

greater influence in the use of words and  I may use this to create some analogies to some 

of the lyrics. 

 

Stewart, Rebekah, Erin McAlpin. “Prominent Elements in Songwriting for Emotional 

Expression: An Integrative Review of Literature.” Music Therapy Perspectives, 17 April 

2015. Web 

This review maintains that since more music has been written in recent years strictly for 

emotional expression that there are common prominent elements which may be 
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identified: in other words, targeting emotional expression through the use of songwriting. 

This may have been true of Lennon’s rather simple musical piece, “Across the Universe.” 

It is of interest to think that he may not have been aware of using these elements, but that 

he may have done in his search to explain how peaceful he is and how nothing is going to 

change his world. I certainly feel emotionally peaceful when listening to the song. I will 

look for these elements and see if they connect to Lennon’s  

 


