
English 110: Prison Writing Dr. Jason Demers Essay#1  

Choose one of the following essay topics: 
1). Write a rhetorical analysis of William Blake’s “A Sentence Worse than Death.”  

How are logos, ethos, and pathos employed? What other rhetorical strategies are used? Pay 
attention to language choice and connotation (the ideas invoked in addition to literal meaning) as 
vehicles for persuasion.  

Remember that rhetorical writing is persuasive writing. Your introduction and, very likely, your 
thesis, should identify what, exactly, the author is trying to persuade his or her audience to 
believe.  

Note: You will not be able to cover everything you find. The most productive essays will likely 
focus on why one of the three appeals is more pertinent than the others when considering how 
the text is constructed to persuade its readers.  

2). Michel Foucault’s theory of “subjectivity” makes us reflect on the ways that we understand 
who people are, and how people are made to understand themselves. Coupled with this, Foucault 
rewrites “truth” as a battleground of techniques and procedures whereby some people have a 
privileged status when it comes to determining the truth. Write a 1,500 word essay that analyses 
the politics of subjectivity and truth in season 1, episode 3 of the Netflix docuseries I am a Killer.  

While you are watching the episode, you may ask the following questions: 
� How is the prisoner on death row produced? 
� What is the truth of / about who the death row inmate is, and what he did? � Who gets to 
tell the truth? When? Where? With what effects?  

Keep in mind that the politics of truth and subjectivity do not only apply to the condemned. If 
Foucault is thinking about truth as a battleground, each person plays a role and is bound to 
procedures, some of which are accorded more value than others. Even architectural forms are 
interesting for Foucault – you might think about the courtroom, the prison, or the street where 
subjects and scenes are being filmed. This is to say that you should also keep in mind that the 
documentary is its own genre that is working on the question of subjectivity and truth. Think 
about camerawork, sound, editing, etc. Keep your eyes and ears open to everyone and everything 
that appears on screen.  

Once you have taken extensive notes, turn your critical reading work into a focused essay with 
an argumentative thesis.  

I have pasted pertinent quotes and definitions from Foucault on a third page below. These are 
taken from the selections posted on UR Courses. I have focused on passages that I think are 
particularly clear, but you are of course welcome to read more broadly from these selections of 
you think that it will help you to clarify your thinking about his theories.  



You must provide proper MLA citation. You must use MLA format when discussing your text. 
Consult a style guide or the Purdue Owl guide on MLA format: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/  

Length: 1,500 Words (approx. 4-5 pages, double-spaced, 12pt. font) Due Date: March 11th, 
2021 (11:59PM)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



“This form of power that applies itself to immediate everyday life categorizes the 
individual, marks him [sic] by his own individuality, attaches him to his own 
identity, imposes a law of truth on him that he must recognize and others have to 
recognize in him. It is a form of power that makes individuals subjects. There are 
two meanings of the word “subject”: subject to someone else by control and 
dependence, and tied to his own identity by a conscience or self-knowledge. Both 
meanings suggest a form of power that subjugates and makes subject to.”  

-Foucault, “The Subject and Power”  

“Truth isn’t outside power, or lacking in power.” -Foucault, “Truth and Power”  

“Each society has its regime of truth, its ‘general politics’ of truth – that is, the 
types of discourse it accepts and makes function as true; the mechanisms and 
instances that enable one to distinguish true and false statements; the means by 
which each is sanctioned the techniques and procedures accorded value in the 
acquisition of truth; the status of those who are charged with saying what counts as 
true.”  

-Foucault, “Truth and Power”  

Discourse: written or spoken communication. Discourse is both general and 
specific. Examples of specific discourse include legal discourse, penal discourse, 
medical discourse, etc. Specialized discourse tends to be imbued with truth value.  

Subject: Produced within discourse & subjected to discourse 
Subject position: Must locate ourselves in discourse and subject ourselves to its 
meanings and power.  

Foucault, Michel. “The Subject and Power.” Power. Translated by Robert Hurley, edited by 
James D. Faubian, New Press, 2000, pp. 326-348.  

Foucault, Michel. “Truth and Power.” Power. Translated by Robert Hurley, edited by James D. 
Faubian, New Press, 2000, pp. 111–133.  

* Late papers will be accepted up to one week after the due date, but with a penalty of 5% / day. 
I will not allow opportunities for extra-credit work.  



 
 


