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1970- The mouse is patented

The mouse was first invented for the computer in 1964 and was patented for use in 1970. It was 
a better way to control the computer.

This event had a large impact on the 
computer as the computer mouse 
controlled the computer in an easier way 
and was ergonomically better than what 
was used to control the computers 
before.

This event is more important than 
others as the mouse is still being used 
and expanded upon today and is an 
essential tool to any computer and is 
more important than other events for 
these reasons.





1971- The 
floppy disk 

made by 
IBM as a 
“memory 

disk”.

The first floppy disk was made in 1971 by IBM and was 
an 8” diskette and could hold 100KBs of data.

This event was important as it was the first real means 
of storage that could be used with computers at the 
time and was a better and safer way to store data at the 
time.

The development of the floppy disk is more important 
than other events as it was the first true way to store 
data from computers away from the computers in a 
safe way.





1971-The Intel 
4004 the first

microprocessor  
is invented and 
released to the 

public

The Intel 4004 was the first 
microprocessor to be invented and 
released to the public and used to 
make computers work and run better.

This is important as it allows the 
computers to run faster than they 
normally would and allows the 
computers to run various functions 
easily at once efficiently which 
revolutionized computers and allowed 
them to evolve.

This event is more important than other events as the microprocessor allowed 
computers to run faster and began the era of microprocessor ran computers allowing for 
improved abilities for all computers to come after the microprocessor was developed.





1971-The 
first virus, 

“The 
Creeper 
Virus”

The Creeper 
Virus was the 
first virus 
made and 
spread across 
many 
computers 
back in 1971.

It had an important impact on 
the computer as it was the first 
notable virus and jumped around 
from computer to computer on 
the ARPAnet network used at the 
time.

It’s more important than other events as it was the 
first viral virus that spread around may computers 
and has historical significance as it showed how 
vulnerable technology was and was the first step 
for more viruses tro come as well as anti-virus 
technology.





1972-C 
programming 

language is 
created

C programming language was made by 
Dennis Ritchie in 1972 as a computer 
programming language that could do 
system programming for the 
operating systems at the time. 

This event was important as C 
programming was used to control 
computers and program them better and 
is helped influence the creation of other 
programming languages like the C++ 
programming language.

This event is more important than others as it’s one of the most popular, effective languages 
and led to the creation of many more advanced programming languages in the world and 
creating more opportunities for technological advancement in the future. 





1973-The 
Xerox Alto 
introduced 

the first 
modern 

GUI 

GUI is the Guided User Interface and allows 
computer users to interact with icons on 
the interface of the computer and was first 
used in 1973 on the Xerox Alto.

This had an important impact on the 
computers as GUI made computers more 
user-friendly and allows people to interact 
with graphical icons to quicker access 
applications.

This event has greater importance than 
others as GUI became the standard 
format for computers and is an important 
event used today as the Xerox was the 
first computer to have it and it went on to 
be important to many devices.





1975-The 
first true 
personal 

computer is 
released as 
the Altair-

8800

In 1975, the first true personal computer was 
released as the Altair-8800, it had modern 
functions like email accessibility.

It had a large impact as it was the first personal 
computer to have modern functions and sold well 
becoming one of the most popular computers in 
the late 70s and early 80s.

This event is more important than others as the 
computer as it set sort of a base for what 
modern day computers would be and what 
functions they have and it’s popularity made 
more people have computers further spreading 
the market for computers.





1975-
Microsoft 
is founded

On April 4th 1975, Microsoft was founded by BIll 
Gates and Paul Allen together as a new 
technology company.

This event had a 
large impact as 
Microsoft went on 
to make important 
softwares like 
‘Windows’ and 
Microsoft created a 
lot more technology 
after this point.

This event is more 
important than others 
as Microsoft is still one 
of the largest 
companies to this day 
and have done alot for 
the computer and 
technology industry as a 
whole with the release 
of many important 
softwares and devices.





1976-
Apple is 
founded

Apple was 
founded in 1976 
by Ronald Wayne, 
Steve Jobs & Steve 
Wozniak as a tech 
company.

This event had a large 
impact on computers as 
Apple would go on to 
make a large amount of 
devices in the future 
and become one of the 
biggest companies in 
the world. 

This event is more important than others as it 
was the birth of one of the biggest companies in 
the world who would go on to make 
revolutionary advancements for the computer 
and the technology industry as a whole.





1977- The 
Apple II(2) 

was 
invented 

The Apple II was the first computer capable 
of having colour graphics displayed on the 
screen and was a very popular personal 
computer.

This event is important as it was the Apple 
II was the first personal computer to have a 
coloured graphics display and is a feature 
used on all computers we have 40+ years 
later.

This event is more important than others as the use of colour is important and is still used 
today, and without this event, we may still not have had any coloured graphical displays on 
computers for a much longer time to come.





1978-Email was 
created by Shiva 

Ayyadurai

The first email program officially called 
“EMAIL” was developed in 1978 and was 
falsely claimed by other people in 1971, 
but the program allowed electronic mail 
to be sent around to other computers.

This event had a large impact as it  allowed 
information to be shared around the world 
and Shiva made all the operating systems 
and created the way that most people send 
information or contact each other by 
around the world to this day. For these 
reasons it’s important to the history of the 
computer.

This event is more important than others as it was the beginning of one of the most important ways to 
contact other people quickly and effectively no matter where they are and this type of program is still 
used in today’s society making it more important than other events in computer history.





1981-The first 
motherboard 
was invented

The motherboard was invented in 1981, the 
motherboard keeps all the pieces inside the 
computer organized and holds all the necessary 
functions of the computer and allows them to 
function as well as they do.

The motherboard had a large impact on the 
history of the computer as motherboards 
evolved computers and are used in all 
computers of today while also providing 
different important features like RAM, 
organized inside the computer.

This event is more important than others as the 
motherboard is a necessity in all computers now 
and allows them to function well today, and is the 
easiest and most efficient way to build a computer 
from.





1981-The Osborne 1, The first 
portable computer is 

released

The Osborne 1 was the first portable computer and essentially the first laptop was 
invented in 1981 and contained everything found in computers at the time.

The Osborne 1 had a large impact on the 
computer as it was the first portable 
computer and had all the features that a 
regular desktop computer had. It was a 
base for more devices to be made in the 
future like the laptop and other small 
devices that had functions like a computer.

This event is more important than others 
as it was the first portable computer that 
led to the creation of modern day laptops 
and portable devices that do similar things 
to computers like phones or the Nintendo 
Switch.





1981- MS-DOS is made

MS-DOS was the first 
operating system made in 
1981 for microsoft and was 
one of the most used 
operating systems creating 
command prompts.

This event had a large 
impact on computer history 
as it was one of the first 
commercial operating 
systems and could be used 
by normal people on their 
computers at home.

This event is more 
important than others as 
it was the first operating 
system for Microsoft and 
gave computers an 
operating system people 
wouldn’t have too much 
trouble using and got 
many updates from 1.0 to 
8.0 as it was a very good 
operating system.





1990-The first Search 
Engine “Archie” is 

created 

Archie was the first search engine 
created that allowed you to search up 
things without having to have the URL 
and was made in 1990.

It had a large impact on the computer 
as it was the first search engine on 
the internet and was a predecessor 
for search engines to come.

This is more important than other events as the search engine is one of the most used tools 
in our lives today and was the predecessor to search engines like Google and as one of the 
most used tools 30 years later, it’s more important than most other computer history 
events.





The World Wide Web is invented and first used on 
August 6th, 1991 allowing information to be sent and 
passed around the globe through the web in mere 
seconds. 

1991- The 
World 

Wide Web 
is 

invented

This event impacted the 
computer greatly as it was the 
first website domain on the 
internet and kickstarted a 
variety of others in what is 
now millions of websites. It’s 
important as it’s the first 
recognizable form of internet 
we have recollection of and is 
used globally by billions daily. 
It can still be accessed today 
at 
http://info.cern.ch/hypertext/WWW/Th

eProject.html

This event is more 
important than others 
as the World Wide 
Web is still in use to 
this day nearly 30 
years later proving 
how functional it is 
and how much the 
web has impacted the 
world of computers as 
it’s still the primary 
tool for having most 
websites today.

http://info.cern.ch/hypertext/WWW/TheProject.html




1994-First 
USB is made

The first commercially available USB technology 
began development and was made in 1994 it 
wasn’t available commercially until 2000.

This event had a large impact on the computer 
as it allowed data to be stored from a computer 
and allowed data to be accessed on other 
computers and acted as a backup device for any 
important data saved onto the computer.

This event is more important than others as it 
was the first USB available, an item used 
everyday and a device very important when 
working on anything on computers.





1997- Wifi 
becomes 
available 

for use

Wifi was first made in 1997 and allowed 
computers to connect to the internet 
without the need for any sort of wired 
connection.

The introduction of wifi had a large impact on 
computers as it allowed multiple computers to 
connect to the internet at a time and was less 
wires needed to be connected to the 
computers.

This event is more important than others 
as it shows how far computer technology 
has come as nearly all devices nowadays 
can connect to wifi and therefore connect 
to the internet. It’s used daily by millions 
proving its importance.





September 7th, 1998- Google 
was founded 

Google was 
founded by 
Larry Page and 
Sergey Brin in 
1998. 

This event had a large impact 
on computer history as Google 
is one of the biggest companies 
and is the most used search 
engine and is the most used 
website while Google still 
comes out with different 
technology other than these 
two things.

The creation of google is more 
important than other events 
as Google is the most used 
website and is used by millions 
daily while also making many 
important softwares and 
devices through the year like 
the Google glasses allowing 
you “to wear a computer” 
(from their own website) and 
making voice assistants and 
even translation devices.





2007-The 
Iphone was 

invented

The Iphone was first introduced by Steve 
Jobs at the Macworld convention in January 
of 2007 and was released in June of the 
same year.

This event had a large impact on computer 
history as it had many features found in 
computers available in a small smartphone. 
It showed how computer technology could 
still evolve. 

This event is more important than others as 
it led to more phones with more capabilities 
to be developed as nowadays phones can be 
nearly as powerful as computers with 
phones like the Samsung Galaxy s20+ with 
16GB RAM and started a whole new age of 
technology. 
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