
HIST 143A – Middle East to 1800 
Fall Semester 2015 
Instructor: David Stenner 
 
Essay #1 Prompt: 
 
Following the death of Muhammad in the early 7th century, the tribes of the Arabic peninsula 
engaged in an unprecedented campaign of military expansion; their conquests led to the 
domination of western Asia and northern Africa for many centuries. But what role did Islam, 
both as a religion and a cultural system, play in this radical historical transformation? Can the 
Muslim creed alone explain the establishment of dynasties and empire across the region? What 
other factors influenced state-society relations, the arts, law, and administrative practices in the 
region between 632 and 1258? 
 
 
The essay must be between 1,200 and 1,400 words long.  
 
Grading criteria: 
 
A good essay 
 
-has a clear thesis statement, which is backed up by evidence 
-provides a skillful analysis of the pertinent primary sources 
-includes use of the textbook to provide background information 
-draws on the arguments made during lectures and discussions 
-is well-structured and clearly written 
 
Moreover, in order for your paper to be successful, it needs to have an argument that is 
explanatory. It is insufficient to simply describe historical changes – instead, you must make an 
argument about them (i.e. your thesis statement should answer a “why” question, not only a 
“what” question”). Finally, both the structure and organization of your paper as well as your 
writing style will also influence the overall grade. 
 
Academic integrity:  
 
Students are expected to be familiar with the University’s Academic Honesty Policy 
(http://www.csus.edu/umanual/AcademicHonestyPolicyandProcedures.htm). Your own 
commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at CSU Sacramento, and the 
University’s Academic Honesty Policy requires you to be honest in all your academic course 
work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the Office of Student Conduct. 
 
Submission: 
 
You need to submit your essay via SacCT. Papers that are submitted late will receive a 5-point 
deduction per day. Papers that violate the word count will receive a 10-points deduction. 
 
 
 
Due date: 1 November 2014 at 9PM 


