
So if people live in the path of lava flows, how should the government deal with this:  Buy them 
out?  Just let the homeowners take the loss?  What do you think is the proper reaction? 
 

I believe that people who remain in an area where there is a risk by their own 

accord should be held accountable for their own losses.  Our government has a role to 

honor us with the ability to have life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; but, that does 

not mean that they can nor should tell us where to live.  I believe that when people 

choose to live in areas that have natural disasters or the potential for them, that they 

should have access to different types of insurance.  

For example, if in the backyard of a house I would like to purchase, there is a 

creek, I need to research the last time there has been damage from that creek.  That 

creek has not flooded up to the place in which my house was built in over 100 years.  If I 

choose to still buy this house, I buy it with the idea that there could be a flood.  I know 

that there is a risk, but it is small.  This does not mean that I shouldn’t have to pay for 

my flood insurance every year.   I would pay it because I assumed the risk.  I feel the 

same way about the people living under the volcano.  If they choose to remain, they are 

choosing to assume the risk of another eruption.  If the government were to “buy out” 

the people in areas where there are natural disasters, they would be forcing all 

Americans to move out of the country (tornados happen, floods, hurricanes, tsunami’s 

and more).  

With that being said, if an eminent risk is at hand, I believe that residents should 

have to sign a waiver acknowledging that they may not get certain types of assistance 

during a natural disaster.  Just like if a tornado is passing over a house on fire, I 



wouldn’t want a fire department to risk their lives for the natural disaster.  As a first 

responder there is always assumed risk, but there doesn’t need to be added risk in the 

time of a crisis.  


