
 
As we have seen in recent events, the same laws do not pertain to all individuals. 

In theory, we would like to say that each law is written based on humanity and not the 
color of your skin; however, the individuals who execute the laws do not always enforce 
them fairly.  Individuals are subject to racism, classism, and even though our current 
system of imprisoning individuals is put in place to reform individuals before reentering 
society, they can also be subject to preconceived ideas based on their past experiences. 
I am writing to ask you, the United States Government, in agreement with Attorney 
General Eric H. Holder Jr., to repeal the laws that prohibit felons from voting.  I am 
asking this so that individuals can participate in a system that elects the leader of the 
country in which they have chosen to reside under the basic Christian ideals of which is 
was founded, to capture the voice of those who have been silenced in many other ways, 
and to assist in policy making for systems of which they are familiar. 

The United States of America was founded on Christian ideals.  The earliest of 
doctrines used terminology such as, “one nation, under God.”  With this idea, individuals 
who remain in the country understand that Christian ideals are often weaved in to many 
of the practices that we do today (i.e. placing your hand on a Bible while confirming your 
truth under oath).  With these ideals, comes the idea of forgiveness.  In George Will’s 
article from the National Review, Meade, the head of the Florida Rights Restoration 
Coalition, states, “I challenge people to say that they never want to be forgiven for 
anything they’ve done.”  This idea of forgiveness links back to the basic Christian ideals 
that our country was founded on.  If a person chooses to remain in the country, they are 
choosing to remain in a system founded on Christian principles.  With that, I argue that 
forgiveness for actions performed can come by way of allowing an individual to 
participate in the voting process.  As stated in Will’s article, “The rule of law requires 
punishments, but it is not served by punishments that never end and that perpetuate a 
social stigma and a sense of never fully re-entering the community.”  

The second reason I am arguing that these laws be revoked is because of the 
imbalance of white and black individuals in jail.  The percentage of people of color in jail 
in connection with white people in jail is disproportionate to the number of people of color 
in the country in connection with white people in the country.  With this in mind, the 
inability to vote silences a group that is often silenced in many other ways.  As a 
president of color, the article in the NY Times written by Matt Apuzzo states that 
President Obama even spoke about race, “gingerly.”  I am fully in agreement that not 
allowing individuals who have committed a crime to vote has a greater impact on the 
balance of work needing to be done to eliminate racist policies.  As Apuzzo states, “In a 
speech at Georgetown University, Mr. Holder described today’s prohibitions - which in 
some cases bar those convicted from voting for life- as a vestige of the racist policies of 
the South after the Civil War.”  He continues to make the strongest argument by stating 
that these policies allow states to “use the criminal justice system to keep blacks from 
fully participating in society.”  It is my thought that not allowing people of color to vote is 
another way in which the leaders at the top can continue to oppress minorities. 



The last reason I am in favor of felons being allowed to vote is because I believe 
that individuals who have been a part of a system know the system the best.  Individuals 
who have spent time in jail know the flaws and the strengths of the system.  They 
understand better than the average citizen what goes on inside of the cells.  I believe 
that different states can execute different policies simply because some voices are 
silenced in the vote for candidates who want to make a change.  Apuzzo states, “Laws 
vary widely, however, on whether felons can vote once they have been released from 
prison.”  This inconsistency across the states means that quality control, ideas of 
improvement, and other ways in which leaders of the free world can influence the 
systems we have in place are influenced by the ways in which criminals can vote to 
make these changes. 

It is my belief that limiting the number of citizens who can vote limits the number 
of authentic voices being heard in the voting process.  As a country, we believe that 
individuals are born with life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  Criminals who can not 
vote in policies that they may have insight to are having their basic human rights 
hindered.  I beg the leaders of the free world to connect back to the Christian ideals, give 
voice to those often silenced, and listen to individuals who have insight into systems of 
which they are creating policies for, but never may experience themselves. 


