
Psyc307 

Lab Report Assessment Guidelines 

 

Aim: The purpose of this assessment is to explore in-depth a contemporary issue within the field of cognitive 

psychology and develop and refine your lab report writing skills according to APA guidelines. 
 

Worth: 43% Due: Tuesday, 17
th

 September. 
 

You will be marked according to the laboratory report marking criteria which is found in the PSYC307 

unit outline.  
 

Background 

In his Simple Model of Rational Crime (SMORC) economist Gary Becker suggested that the decision to cheat 

is driven by an analysis of the difference between the potential benefits of cheating and their associated losses 

(as described in Mazar & Ariely, 2006). More recently, Mazar, Amir and Ariely (2008) demonstrated that even 

when the likelihood of getting caught is zero, participants cheat “a little bit”. They suggested that, in addition to 

financial considerations, the decision to cheat is also affected by the need to maintain a self-concept of honesty. 

While an honest self-concept may be maintained when an individual cheats a little bit on a single task, the 

question remains on what the limits of this maintenance are. The present study asks whether multiple exposures 

to the cheating task will lead to lower levels of cheating, in particular when participants are told in advance that 

they will be exposed to the task multiple times before the task begins. 
 

Recommended starting references 

Mazar, N., Amir, O., & Ariely, D. (2008). The dishonesty of honest people: a theory of self-concept 

maintainance. Journal of Marketing Research, 45, 633-644. 

Mazar, N. & Ariely, D. (2006), “Dishonesty in Everyday Life and its Policy Implications.” Journal of Public 

Policy and Marketing, 25(1), 117-126. 
 

The present study  
 

Aim 

To determine whether knowing in advance that the task will be completed more than once will change the level 

of cheating. 
 

Design, Measures, and Materials 

Independent variables 

 Knowledge: 3 levels 

o “Cheating allowed”  with information: participants are told in advance that there will be 5 trials 

o “Cheating allowed” without information: participants are not told in advance that there will be 5 trials 

o Control condition: participants are not allowed to cheat. 

 

Dependent variable  

Number of reported solved problems. 

 

Demographic Questions 

 age 

 gender 

 



Trial structure  

 There are three manipulations involve 

o Allowed to cheat – no information: participants see one matrix of 20 problems for 5 minutes and 

are then ask to report how many problems they solved. They do not need to provide evidence of 

having solved the problems. This trial is repeated 5 times (but participants do not know how 

many trials like this one they will be exposed to. 

o Allowed to cheat – with information: participants see one matrix of 20 problems for 5 minutes 

and are then ask to report how many problems they solved. They do not need to provide evidence 

of having solved the problems. Before they begin the task, they are told that they will have 5 

trials to complete. 

o Not allowed to cheat: participants see one matrix of 20 problems for 5 minutes and are asked to 

provide the solutions to the problems solved to the experiment for scoring. This trial is repeated 

5 times. 

 

Cover story 

Participants were told that the study was about the effect of being paid on a trial-by-trial basis versus on a lump 

sum on the performance in a mathematics task. 

 

Lab report requirement 

 Your task is to present a well-argued and critical APA laboratory on the topic described above. 

 You are to determine whether knowing that you will be exposed to multiple opportunities to cheat, 

increases/decreases cheating relative to not knowing.  

 Remember that you should always develop your hypotheses before analysing the data. It doesn’t 

matter if your hypothesis is unsupported (but you will need to offer suggestions in the discussion 

for why it was unsupported).  

 You are to perform one-way ANOVA on the data to present in the results section. 

 This guide gives you some starting references in the area; however, you will need to do more research to 

develop your hypotheses.  

 It is important that you start researching early; it is essential that you produced well researched 

and logical arguments for you hypothesis/hypotheses.  

 

 

 

 


