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Dear Annette,  

 

You have three very good, interesting potential arguments you can use for this assignment. You 

also have many great differences you can discuss. But you lack  evidence from the book and 

movie (to prove the differences exist). Most importantly, you lack analysis to explain how the 

differences (i.e. claims) prove one or more of your thesis arguments. And your thesis itself must 

be a single, concise sentence at the end of your introduction.  

 

First, decide what you want to argue for your thesis, and rewrite your thesis (as the last 

sentence of your introduction paragraph). Right now, you have three separate arguments in 

your introduction paragraph (as noted in the first marginal comment below, highlighted in 

yellow). It will be hard (but not impossible) to prove all three points. So, consider choosing only 

one of those arguments. Then, make sure your single-sentence thesis lists all the types of 

differences you will discuss (plot, character, etc.) and asserts your (single or three-part) 

argument.  

 

Second, once you revise your thesis, revise and develop your body content to support the 

thesis. If you decide to focus on only one argument, remove all differences that would not prove 

that specific argument. If you decide to keep all three arguments, keep only those differences that 

can prove at least one of your three arguments.  

 

For each point of difference, you must first include evidence from the book and movie to 

prove the difference is true. For example, if you claim that the movie changed the character 

Scout’s personality and actions in some specific way, give examples of how the book made 

Scout be / act one way and the movie made her be / act another way. Then, once you prove the 

difference exists, analyze how the difference actually proves one (or more) of your thesis 

argument(s). See my marginal comments on some ways your current content heads in this 

direction, some ways your content currently seems to contradict your thesis, etc.  

 

Please also give context for all characters / events. Assume your outline / essay readers have 

not read the book or seen the movie. So, explain who Atticus is. Explain who Calpurnia is. 

(These explanations for context should be very brief, but they must be present for readers to 

understand your information and arguments.)  

 

Third, if you do decide to keep all three arguments, organize your work into three 

categories. First, cover all differences that prove the first argument (about race). Second, cover 

all the differences that prove the coming-of-age point. Third, cover all the points that prove the 

women’s issues / rights point.  

 

Please review all marginal and in-text comments below for more guidance. Again, you have 

some fantastic argument ideas! We graders look forward to seeing how you develop your work 

to defend your argument(s) on your next revision.  

 

If you have any questions on this feedback or how to improve your work, please contact the 
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school.  

 

Instructor (VGG)  

Penn Foster 

 

 

 

Context for all characters 

 

Analysis—push further  

 

Organization—the three arguments 

 

Compare and Contrast:  Movie- To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Introduction:  

The movie To Kill a Mockingbird is the 1962 adaptation of the eponymous 1960 best-

selling, Pulitzer Award winning novel by Harper Lee. The film was directed by Robert Mulligan, 

and the screenplay was written by Horton Foote.  The film version of the novel attempts to 

mirror the central topic of the novel, which deals mainly with racial separation in the South 

throughout 31 chapters. Unfortunately, the movie takes away a lot of gravity from the main idea. 

While it masterfully characterized the hero, Atticus Finch, with the actor Gregory Peck, the 

movie version took away key moments in the novel that would have helped to understand the 

extent to which racism is so compelling in Maycomb. The movie also took away poignant 

characters that helped color the narrative. Finally, it also failed at showing the novel for what it 

is: a coming of age experience and a reality check on the ways of the world spoken from the 

perspective of a woman that witnessed racial separation at its worst. Therefore, the film version 

of To Kill a Mockingbird, did a poor job at representing the original novel.  

Commented [VGG1]: This final statement is too vague. 

But your more specific ideas in the intro are excellent and 

should be worked into your thesis.  

 

Summarize 1) the specific differences you’ll discuss and 2) 

the outcome, in a single sentence.  

 

It sounds like you want to talk about changed characters and 

plot points. What else?  

 

Then, it sounds like you want to argue that movie therefore 

failed in a few different ways: 1) it minimized how serious 

the racial situation was; 2) it did not fully capture the coming 

of age aspect; and 3) it did not fully convey the importance 

of gender issues, related to the point of view being Scout’s (a 

girl’s / woman’s perspective). These are all terrific ideas. 

Decide if you want to try to prove all three of them or if you 

want to narrow your focus to just one of these arguments. 

(You can prove all three, but you’ll need to organize your 

essay according to these three separate ideas / arguments, if 

you do so.)  
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Key Differences: 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

MOVIE 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

BOOK 

Characters:  

No Aunt Alexandra;   

More focus on Jem (because he is male) 

Aunt Alexandra is so necessary to this novel 
because she demonstrates that racism can still 
occur in families that also produce men like 
Atticus. Great start no analysis! Explain how 
proving this shows a more dire racial situation than 
the movie version.  

More focus on Jem (because he is male) Analyze how this point proves the third message—
that the movie diminishes the gender / sexism 
aspects by focusing more on Jem and less on 
Scout. Prove how / why.  

Calpurnia (who? Give context for all characters) is 
nowhere near as powerful as she is in the book. In 
fact, her character is totally diminished in the 
movie 

Calpurnia is a beacon of respect, dignity and one 
of the most powerful agents in the book. It is a 
shame the movie didn’t give her more weight. 
That it is “a shame” is a subjective statement. 
Instead, indicate how this change proves your 
thesis point (one or more). By making Calpurnia 
less powerful in the movie, how does this show the 
racial tensions as less dire? If Calpurnia cannot 
have “power” in the movie specifically because the 
movie shows black people could not have power, 
wouldn’t that actually show the racial issues as 
more dire than a world in which Calpurnia 
supposedly could have power during that time 
period? Likewise, showing Calpurnia could not 
have power (in the movie version) would actually 
prove or show the direness of both racial AND 
gender stereotypes and limitations. Wouldn’t that 
make the movie BETTER at showing those things? 
If so, that’s the OPPOSITE of what you state you’ll 
prove (with your thesis).  

The girl who played Scout is annoying 
This is a subjective assessment. You need a more 
objective point here. The movie changed the 
character of Scout how, specifically, that made her 
“annoying.” And how would this change prove one 
of your three thesis points.  

Scout comes across like a mature, well-natured 
kid. Nothing like that in the movie  
(But wouldn’t being annoying and then maturing 
show a coming-of-age BETTER than being mature 
and well-natured from the get-go?) Without further 
analysis, this idea seems to actually contradict the 
“coming-of-age” argument out of your three thesis 
arguments.  

Point of view is slightly more toward Jem’s coming 
of age and the key events in the book happened to 

Point of view is almost entirely Scouts 
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Jem: finding the things Boo hid on the tree stump, 
etc. 

This is a repeat of an earlier point. And you need 
analysis. Which of your thesis points does this idea 
prove?  

Ms. Stephanie is Dill’s aunt (!?) and Misses 
Maudie and Rachel are blended into one 
character. 

Ms. Dubose is only briefly mentioned in the movie 

Ms. Dubose’s story of drug addiction is a very 
powerful one. No impact of it in the movie 
 
Okay—but how does showing Ms. Dubose’s drug 
addiction either 1) show racial issues as being 
more grave; 2) show coming-of-age more; or 3) 
show women’s rights issues more? The analysis is 
missing / unclear.  

Tom Robinson has a father and kids Tom’s family is only briefly mentioned, nowhere 
does it mention a father 
Okay—and how does not mentioning a father 
cause the book version to support any of your 
three thesis ideas and the movie version not to do 
so (or to do so less)?  

Incest is not mentioned Incest is hinted during the trial 
Okay—and how does this prove one or more of 
your thesis arguments regarding the book’s 
messages / themes vs. the movie’s?  

The awesome scene where Mayella gets offended 
by being called “ma’am” is omitted 

Mayella feeling offended by being called “ma’am” 
by Atticus, which is actually a sign of respect. 
Okay—and how does this difference relate to your 
thesis?  

No time for the full final argument of Atticus Atticus powerful closing argument is complete 
Analysis needed to prove the thesis.  

Classroom incidents are omitted so we never get 
to learn about Miss Caroline, or the issues with the 
Ewell child is never witnessed 

Miss Caroline is a symbol of prejudice and 
condescension. She is necessary to the story but 
is omitted in the movie 

Narrative is omniscient except for one scene Narrative comes from Scout entirely 

No scene of Calpurnia taking the kids to church  

Tree hole gets filled up in front of Jem and Scout 
by Mr. Nathan 

They do not see him do it in the book 

When Jem loses his pants he goes and gets them 
right away and Mr. Radley comes out with a gun 

When Jem loses his pants he waits until night time 
to get them because he is so embarrassed. 

 

 

Commented [VGG2]: You have good points of difference, 

but you struggle to include analysis of how those differences 

prove one (or more) of your three thesis arguments.  

Commented [VGG3]: I won’t continue to note this, but 

you need analysis for all points.  
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Conclusion: 

The movie version of To Kill a Mockingbird  in no way illustrates the depth and 

importance of the topic of racism the way the novel version does. In the novel, Harper Lee used 

characters that help color and accentuate the atmosphere of anger and antipathy that existed in 

the air during the trial of Tom Robinson, and then after. Key events from the novel were omitted. 

One of the most salient moments ignored in the movie was the shocking, angry reaction of 

Mayella Ewell when Atticus Finch respectfully refers to her as “ma’am.” In the novel, moments 

like this help the reader understand the degree of ignorance with which so many people conduct 

their lives. Also, the lacking of characters such as Aunt Alexandra and Ms. Caroline take away 

from the experience of the children who are witnessing what is going on. These two characters 

would have been excellent “accents” in the movie, even if they only spoke one line. Still, that 

one line would have shown the prejudice of the women and how it extended throughout the 

town. Perhaps the most painful part of the movie is how it disintegrated the character of 

Calpurnia. Calpurnia is a strong, motherly, and amazing woman who teaches the kids about 

respecting others. She is the antithesis of Maycomb and, still, the movie version places her in the 

position of “the help” of the household and nothing more.  Finally, aside from scenes missing, 

such as the redemption of Mrs. Dubose, there is the point of view. The movie ignored the fact 

that the narrative comes strictly from an adult Scout, who is retelling the events from Maycomb 

as she witnessed them when she was a young girl. She changed as a result of these events; they 

Commented [VGG4]: Again, this is a great argument! But 

you need analysis of the above differences to prove this 

point. (If you decide to narrow your focus to only one 

argument of your three, this is likeliest the one that you can 

find the most claims, evidence, and examples for…)  

Commented [VGG5]: Review the proper focus and level 

of specificity for conclusions (Chapter 7). This conclusion 

has info that is too specific.  
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marked her forever. Still, Hollywood kept the main focus of the story on the main character and 

essentially told the story from Scout’s brother’s point of view, as if it was his coming of age 

epiphany.  In all, the movie attempted to cover 31 chapters in one hour and 45 minutes. Plus,  

movies are for entertaining, much more than for lecturing. It is almost always the case that 

movies do not do justice to the original books that they bring to life.  
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Commented [VGG6]: Thank you for including your 

bibliography. You alphabetized your sources well and have 

most of the needed information for each source (though 

some is missing). You must also indent the second and 

following lines of each citation. Review pgs. 620-638.  
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