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DOS DON’TS RESOURCES

Focus 
Do assert a single, original, 
interesting, and debatable point 
about how the definition of the term 
“family” or “friend” has evolved over 
time due to historical, social, and/or 
cultural changes. 

Focus 
Don’t write an informative essay 
simply tracing how the word’s 
definition has evolved over time 
due to historical, social, and cultural 
changes without making some 
original point about the word’s 
evolution. Don’t write a narrative 
essay about memories with family 
or friends.

Textbook
Chapter 6: “Developing and 
Supporting a Thesis,” with special 
attention to “Writing an Effective 
Thesis Statement” on pp. 122-123)

Textbook
Chapter 18: “Definition: Explaining 
What You Mean”

Focus 
Do focus on how the definition of the 
word “family” or “friend” has changed 
(definition focus). 

Focus 
Don’t focus primarily on how the 
structure or types of families or 
friendships have changed and 
evolved (classification focus). 

Textbook
Chapter 18: “Definition: Explaining 
What You Mean”

Research support
Do use the word’s etymology and 
other definitions to support your 
argument on in what particular way 
your chosen term’s definition has 
changed. 

Research support
Don’t include the word’s etymology 
and other definitions without 
analyzing them to show how they 
prove the particular change or 
evolution you argue your chosen 
term has undergone.

Dictionary Resources 
Online etymology dictionary
Merriam-webster.com (also an app)
Dictionary.com
Urban dictionary

Video lecture 
“Using and Citing Sources”

Do use additional, reputable research 
to prove that your chosen term has 
evolved over the specific time period 
you indicate and due to the specific 
historical, cultural, and/or social factor(s) 
you argue caused the change. 

Don’t assert that the definition has 
changed over a certain time period 
and due to particular historical, 
cultural, and/or social factor(s) 
without evidence to back those 
arguments. Don’t use research 
from disreputable sources. 

Textbook
Part 5: “Writing with Sources”

Video lecture
“Using and Citing Sources” 

http://etymonline.com/
http://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.dictionary.com/
http://www.urbandictionary.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk-SIcG4eaI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zk-SIcG4eaI


Organization
Do consider your thesis argument and 
choose the best arrangement option 
for your essay (from the organizational 
methods covered in Chapter 7 of your 
textbook).

For example, if your thesis argues 
that the term’s definition changed 
gradually over time due to a variety of 
different historical, social, or cultural 
factors during different time periods, 
chronological order would work well. 
However, if your thesis argues that 
there were several different types 
of changes to the term’s definition 
but that all those changes happened 
around the same time due to a single 
historical, social, or cultural cause, 
then chronological order wouldn’t be 
applicable; most-to-least or least-to-
most order could work well, though, 
for such a thesis.  

Textbook
Chapter 7: “Drafting an Essay,” with 
specific attention to “Organizing Your 
Supporting Details” on pp. 140-145. 


