
150-145: IT Scripting – Homework #5 

 

  

Develop a bash shell script that when provided two valid filenames will provide information about each file and 

then compares and contrasts them. 

 

To run the file, I will, at a minimum, issue this command on apollo.gtc.edu:  ./script5.sh cars days 

 

Your script should ensure that it validates the parameters provided to it. The following conditions should be 

handled as errors and provides the user a helpful user message and exits: 

 Two different file names are not provided. 

 Either of the filenames does not exist. 

 Either of the filenames provided is not an ordinary file. 

 The person running the script does not have read access to either file. 

 

You should produce a well commented script file, which (politely) tells the user how to use the script and 

provides feedback on any problems with the parameters provided by the user. 
 

Once you have ensured that there are no errors, your script should provide (at a minimum) the following 

information about each of the provided files on the screen to the user: 

 The names of the files. 

 The size of the files. 

 Whether or not the file is writeable or executable. 

 Provide a guess about what the content in the files are. (Hint: there’s a command for that.) 
 

Your script should also perform a comparison of at least one of the information items about the file that you 

determine above – with the exception of comparing file names. 

 

Rubric: 

 

Component Points   

Script header 1 Size of files provided 2 

Check for 2 files 2     Clean/Labeled output 1 

  Provide feedback if not 1 Writeable information provided 2 

Check for 2 valid files 2     Clean/Labeled output 1 

  Provide feedback if not 1 Executable information provided 2 

Check for ordinary files 2     Clean/Labeled output 1 

  Provide feedback if not 1 Contents of files provided 2 

Check for read access 2     Clean/Labeled output 1 

  Provide feedback if not 1 Comparison #1 of files provided 2 

Help message(s) present 4     Clean/Labeled output 1 

Help/Usage message easy to understand 2 Header information used 3 

Names of files provided 2 Many Internal Comments used  5 

    Clean/Labeled output 1 Runs and Displays Output 5 

    

  Total 50 pts 



Sample acceptable output: 

 

Name of file1: cars  

Name of file2: days 

Size of file1: 540 

Size of file2: 71 

File1: Is not writable 

File2: Is not writable 

File1: Is executable 

File2: Is executable 

File1 contains: cars: ASCII text 

File2 contains: days: ASCII text 

File1 is larger than file2 

 

Remember this is done by creating a script following and performing the tests above.  I will run this on 

multiple files to test your script, so this output can NOT be hard coded results.  If you do so, you will receive a 

zero (0) on this learning assessment. 

 

 

 

 


