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Representation at the Collegiate 
Level

Representation is something that should be at the forefront 

of any college in the United States. 

In observance of the two schools, Ohio State and University 

of Michigan’s Athletics departments there are quite a few 

things to be noted. 



Athletic Department Websites: 
Races

The first item to be noted can be seen in 

the graph above. Based on the home pages 

of each of their athletic websites, an 

overwhelming amount of White athletes 

are displayed. Black is the second race 

depicted, with Asian, Latino, and Biracial 

student pictures coming in at the very 

least. 



Athletic Department Website
University of Michigan Wolverines 

◦ Beginning with University of Michigan’s 

Athletic Department Homepage, there are 

some clear disparities. Men Appear more 

than women, there are little to no fan 

pictures, and there are only two pictures of 

races other than white on their homepage



Athletic Department Website
Ohio State Buckeyes

While on Ohio’s website, women appear 

slightly more frequently, mend do still 

dominate the images. However, the 

women’s sports teams seem to be 

performing better than the men’s teams, 

and as a result have more videos displayed 

of them on the Home Page website. 
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Instagram Likes and Followers

The top ten posts on each schools’ Instagram 

were analyzed to discover who had a higher 

following, what types of athletics were 

displayed, and which pictures were liked the 

most. 

Ohio State has 393K followers while 

Michigan has 260K of followers. The top ten 

posts on the Buckeyes Instagram feed have a 

combined 88,396 likes, while the wolverines 

are just behind them with 85,412 likes. There 

is less than a 15% difference between the two. 



Ohio State Twitter/Facebook

The Ohio State Twitter and Facebook’s are 

linked together, so anything that appears on 

one appears on the feed of the other. 

There are over 1000 Posts in the month of

April alone, so this data set is only based on 

April 14th-April 21st. 

As you can see based on the chart on the 

left Women are not nearly as represented as 

the men are across all photos. The only 

exception to this is with fan photos.
0

5

10

15

20

25

Solo Groups Fans Races

Ohio State Twitter/Facebook

Men Women



Michigan’s Twitter/Facebook
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The University of Michigan had far less posts 

on their Athletic Twitter/Facebook than Ohio 

State did. 

To keep things as cohesive as possible,

posts from April 14th-April 21st were also

analyzed in the graph to the left.

Overall, Michigan has better representation 

of their female athletes than Ohio State. 



Summation

◦In Summation, even though both colleges have a long way to go, Ohio State has more representation of 

different races on their websites and Instagram accounts. 

◦However, Michigan Wolverines have more of their female athletes represented on their website, 

Instagram feeds, twitter, and Facebook pages. 

◦The overall expectation should be that there is equal representation of all sexes and races in all 

aspects of social media and websites. 

◦A step in the right direction would be for college athletic departments to keep a spread sheet of all of

their posts and website photos to ensure that they are doing the most they can to display all athletes 

fairly and equally. 

◦Without this representation they are deterring students from putting the school on their short list of 

colleges to apply to, and consequently loosing money and funding. 
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