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Notes  

 

• The principles around which Byzantines and Levantine Muslims build their political 

discourses, for example, acknowledged that their policies were enmeshed within a 

larger global framework of exercising power pg. 100.   

• Byzantine and Levantine Muslim perceptions of what power is and how it operates in 

inter-faith and inter-cultural politics offer a relatively discrete case study. 

•  pride and arrogance, initially a private and a theological category, gradually came to 

express primarily the legitimate exercise of territorial lordship for the Muslims and, 

respectively, a denial of the premises from which to derive their evolving notion of 

sovereignty, for the Byzantines.  

• Second, the forceful presence of the Latin perceptions of power and sovereignty 

captured in the crescendo of charges of Western pride and arrogance seem to have 

helped transform the way Byzantines and Levantine Muslims defined the essence of 

their polities.   

• Levantine Muslims, who characterized Frankish presence as the sublime expression of 

arrogance  

• To the Levantine Muslims Byzantines power was a right  



• To the Latin westerners it was a claim  

• Byzantines and Muslims reacted with outbursts and highly emotional language  

• Pride and arrogance is a big topic in this article, the perception of the Latin westerners 

as proud and arrogant intruders.  

• Pride and arrogance had a defined advantage to images of bestiality, brutality, 

disgusting examples of pollution and flares of moral indignation at perceived treachery 

& insults. 

• Byzantines and Muslims factored pride and arrogance differently however the outcomes 

were expected to be the same 

• Levantine Muslims relayed on the normative concept of theocracy outlined in the Quran 

and the hadiths. Stating all power is from Allah and those who don’t submit to him in 

terms of belief and power are arrogant rebels.  

•  " Arrogance was to disdain the truth and to look at others with contempt." 

• Muslim anxiety was caused by the franks " polluting presence and their essence as 

arrogant infidels " 

• Authors from that time period would state that the Christians fought for the lie, and the 

Muslims for the truth.  

• The franks lacked what they needed to be or claimed to be. They claimed to be believers 

in the true god, invincible warriors, brave men or just lords and rulers however they 

were frauds.  

• Latin Christians bring about their own destruction  



• To conclude the author states that western arrogance helped demolish the hegemonic 

political discourses of both communities and reconstruct them as mere ideologies.  


