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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to your course in American History. As is the case
with all human enterprises, the American story is both dark
and light. That’s just the way it is. No nation or social group
has ever been entirely wicked or entirely a symphony of
sweetness and light. In colonial America, the Declaration of
Independence mainly addressed the aspirations of white
males for “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” In
1776, most blacks were slaves and women were unable to
vote. That said, the American experiment was unprecedented.
The American nation birthed an exuberant, bright vision of
liberty and justice for all. And, over time, that ideal has been
more perfectly realized, although there are still many obsta-
cles to realizing the American vision. After the Constitutional
Convention had finally pulled together the elements of what
would become the American system of government, Ben
Franklin was approached by a woman. She asked, in effect,
“Well, Dr. Franklin, what do we have? Will it be a monarchy
or a republic?” Franklin’s response was, “A republic, if you
can keep it.”

COURSE OBJECTIVES

When you complete this course, you’ll be able to

■ Describe and discuss early European incursions into
Africa, the Americas, and parts of Southeast Asia from
the late fifteenth century up to the time of the first
Spanish, Dutch, French, and English settlements in
North America during the late 1500s and on through the
1600s

■ Describe conflicting visions and ideals among the earliest
Atlantic seaboard colonies, including the nature of life 
in the first colonies, the significance of the introduction
of slavery, and important factors in early colonial rela-
tionships with Great Britain

■ Describe and discuss social and political influences 
that led to popular revolt and the onset of the American
Revolution of 1775–1783
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■ Explain and discuss conditions in the early American
Republic, tracing the path from the initial Articles of
Confederation to the establishment of the United States
Constitution and the importance of the early amend-
ments to the Constitution that established the American
Bill of Rights

■ Describe the bitter conflicts between Federalists and
Antifederalists in the early years of the republic, 
outlining the perspectives of key political figures such as
James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, John Adams, and
Thomas Jefferson

■ Discuss and describe key events and important political
figures, such as Andrew Jackson, during the early nine-
teenth century, as America began to press westward to
establish a continental nation

■ Explain important conflicts and contradictions in nine-
teenth-century American society, including policies
toward Native Americans, the slave trade, and the sharp
social and political differences between the North and the
South

■ Describe the era of American westward expansion,
including the Texas Revolution, the Mexican War of
1846, the Gold Rush of 1849, and the arrival of large
numbers of immigrants from both Europe and Asia
resulting from the need for abundant cheap labor

■ Discuss and explain forces and factions that led to the
secession of the Southern states and the outbreak of the
American Civil War of 1861–1865

■ Outline key events of the Civil War and discuss its long-
term effects on American society

■ Describe the political compromises that ended Lincoln’s
ideals for reconstruction and brought about the long era
of civil and political oppression of African Americans
from about 1877 onward into the Jim Crow era of the
twentieth century
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■ Describe and discuss the rise of industrialism and the
increase in American urbanization after the Civil War,
noting that the machine age accelerated rapidly during
the 1890s

■ Explain and outline America’s imperialist ventures,
including the results of the Spanish-American War of
1898 and the acquisition of American colonies or spheres
of direct influence from Cuba and Panama to Hawaii,
Samoa, and the Philippines

■ Describe the Progressive Era of the early twentieth cen-
tury, explaining the influences of key political figures,
such as Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and
Woodrow Wilson, in the context of the often bloody rise
of organized labor and the impact of social justice reform
movements, including the women’s suffrage movement

■ Discuss America’s role in the First World War
(1914–1918) while outlining key aspects of that terrible
conflict, including the huge loss of life, the Treaty of
Versailles’ impact on Germany, and Wilson’s failed
dream of establishing a League of Nations

■ Describe America’s “second industrial revolution” after
the Great War, discussing the social change that marked
the “Roaring Twenties” and the Jazz Age, at a time when
America was emerging as a modern world power 

■ Explain the nature and likely causes of the global Great
Depression (1929–1933) and describe Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s efforts to address the Depression through the
New Deal 

■ Describe important influences and key events that tran-
spired as the world, including the United States, was
embroiled in the hellish struggle of World War II 

■ Describe the turbulent period of the Cold War
(1947–1989), including the Korean War, the civil rights
movement, assassinations of prominent political figures
(including John F. Kennedy, Robert Kennedy, and Martin
Luther King), the social turbulence marked by the rise of
the youth counterculture, and the political malfeasance
and massive social divisions related to the Vietnam War.
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■ Describe America’s political turn to the conservative right
as marked by the election of Ronald Reagan in 1980 

■ Outline key social and political forces that have, so far,
informed the years of the late twentieth and early
twenty-first centuries, including the influences of conser-
vative politics and the wars in Panama, the Balkans, and
the Middle East under presidents George H. W. Bush,
William Jefferson Clinton, and George W. Bush

COURSE MATERIALS

This course includes the following materials:

1. This study guide, which contains an introduction to your
course, plus

n A lesson assignments page with a schedule of study
assignments, as well as projects for the lessons
you’ll complete during this course

n Assignment lessons emphasizing the main points in
the textbook

n Self-checks and answers to help you assess your
understanding of the material

2. Your course textbook, Divine, Breen, Fredrickson,
Williams, Gross, Brands, and Robert’s America: Past and
Present, which contains the assignment reading material 

To complete this course successfully, you’ll need to do the
following:

1. Read and follow the study guide. It’s designed to 
complement your work with the textbook.

2. Study the assigned material in your textbook.

3. Use this guide as a tool for review and for completing 
the required self-checks.

4. Take all lesson examinations.
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KNOW YOUR TEXTBOOK 

Your success in this course depends on your knowledge of
the textbook. For that reason, you should take some time to
look through it from front to back. Give yourself a sense of
how the material is arranged. Here are some of the key fea-
tures of your textbook.

Front Matter

■ A two-page map of the United States appears at the start
of your book. Refer back to it often to understand how
the present political geography of the United States
developed. 

■ A listing of maps, figures, and tables is provided on
pages xvii–xviii.

Chapter Features

Each chapter of your textbook is illustrated with maps, 
photographs, and tables. Be prepared to treat all of this
material like you would the written textbook as you prepare
yourself for self-checks and lesson exams. Consider the
following tips when reading each chapter:

■ Each chapter begins with a short essay that helps set
the stage for what you’ll be covering in a given chapter.
Don’t skip over it. 

■ The maps provided in your textbook are crucial reference
features. Take as much time as you need to study maps
as they appear. Refer back to them as you need to. 

■ In the same context, spend all the time you need to
understand the material in the tables and in the “Time
Line” box at the end of each chapter. 
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■ Features called "Read the Document" and "Watch the
Video" appear throughout the text. You don't have access
to the site containing the documents or videos. You won’t
be tested on this information. However, looking at the
images and reading the information below them will help
you understand the chapter information. 

■ Features that appear between chapters are there for a
reason. They supplement the chapter material to give
you insight into particular aspects of American history.
They include summaries, key terms, and questions.

■ “Feature Essays”essays appear at the end of each chap-
ter. You won't be tested on this information. We certainly
encourage you to take the time to read the essays. They
provide interesting perspectives on historical events. 

End Matter

At the end of the textbook, a variety of materials are available
that will aid your work in this course and encourage you to
hold on to your textbook for future reference:

■ The appendix, starting on A–1, is a rich resource. It
offers the full text of the Declaration of Independence,
the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitution of the
United States. A–13 to A– offer 17a summary table of
data on presidential elections from George Washington to
Barack H. Obama. On A–18 to A–19, you’ll find a list of
all the U.S. presidents.

■ The glossary on pages G–1 to G–11  is a great reference
for when you’re in doubt about or need to review a
historical event or concept. 

■ Your textbook’s index extends over pages I–1 to I–36. 
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A STUDY PLAN

This study guide is intended to help you achieve the maxi-
mum benefit from the time you spend on this course. It isn’t
meant to replace your textbook. Instead, it serves as an 
introduction to material you’ll read in the text and as an aid
to assist you in understanding this material. 

This study guide provides your assignments in five lessons.
Be sure to complete all work related to a lesson, including
the examination, before moving on to the next lesson. 

For each lesson, do the following: 

1. Read the instructions to each assignment in this study
guide. The instructions will provide you with the pages in
the textbook that must be read. 

2. Quickly read the assigned pages in the textbook. This
process is called skimming. 

3. Return to the beginning of the assigned textbook pages.
Start by noting the special terms in the narrative. Pay
careful attention to what you’re reading at this point in
the process. Focus on main concepts.

4. Read the assigned pages in this study guide. 

5. When you’ve finished the assignment, complete the self-
check. The self-checks are based on both textbook and
study guide material. The self-checks aren’t graded and
are for your use only. Do not send your answers to the
school. 

6. Once you’ve completed a self-check, turn to the answers
provided at the back of this study guide. The self-checks
are designed to indicate how well you understand the
material, so test yourself honestly. Make every effort to
complete the questions before turning to the answers at
the back of the study guide. If you find any weak areas,
return to the text and review the relevant material until
you understand it.  

7. Follow the above procedure for all assignments until
you’ve completed the lesson.  
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8. Once you’re confident that you understand all the 
material for the lesson, complete the lesson examination.
The examination is open-book and is based on both 
textbook and study guide material.

9. Repeat steps 1–8 for the remaining lessons in this study
guide. 

If you have any questions, e-mail your instructor.  

Now review the lesson assignments. Then begin your study
with Lesson 1, Assignment 1. Good luck and enjoy your 
studies! 
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Lesson 1: From the Age of Discovery to the Beginning

of the American Experiment

For: Read in the Read in 
study guide: the textbook:

Assignment 1 Pages 11–17 Chapter 1

Assignment 2 Pages 17–25 Chapter 2

Assignment 3 Pages 26–29 Chapter 3

Assignment 4 Pages 29–35 Chapter 4

Assignment 5 Pages 36–42 Chapter 5

Assignment 6 Pages 42–47 Chapter 6

Assignment 7 Pages 48–56 Chapter 7

Examination 700834   Material in Lesson 1

Lesson 2: The Age of Jefferson 

and American Expansion 

For: Read in the Read in 
study guide: the textbook:

Assignment 8 Pages 57–62 Chapter 8

Assignment 9 Pages 62–66 Chapter 9

Assignment 10 Pages 67–71 Chapter 10

Assignment 11 Pages 72–77 Chapter 11

Assignment 12 Pages 77–82 Chapter 12

Assignment 13 Pages 82–86 Chapter 13

Examination 700835   Material in Lesson 2

Lesson 3: Civil War, Reconstruction, 

and the Rise of Industrial-Urban Society

For: Read in the Read in 
study guide: the textbook:

Assignment 14 Pages 87–90 Chapter 14

Assignment 15 Pages 90–94 Chapter 15

Assignment 16 Pages 95–98 Chapter 16
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Assignment 17 Pages 98–102 Chapter 17

Assignment 18 Pages 103–107 Chapter 18

Assignment 19 Pages 108–112 Chapter 19

Examination 700836   Material in Lesson 3

Lesson 4: Imperialism and the Progressive Era 

For: Read in the Read in 
study guide: the textbook:

Assignment 20 Pages 113–119 Chapter 20

Assignment 21 Pages 119–124 Chapter 21

Assignment 22 Pages 125–130 Chapter 22

Assignment 23 Pages 130–136 Chapter 23

Assignment 24 Pages 137–142 Chapter 24

Assignment 25 Pages 142–145 Chapter 25

Assignment 26 Pages 146–152 Chapter 26

Examination 700837   Material in Lesson 4

Lesson 5: An Uncertain Horizon

For: Read in the Read in 
study guide: the textbook:

Assignment 27 Pages 153–159 Chapter 27

Assignment 28 Pages 159–167 Chapter 28

Assignment 29 Pages 168–172 Chapter 29

Assignment 30 Pages 173–182 Chapter 30

Assignment 31 Pages 182–189 Chapter 31

Assignment 32 Pages 189–195 Chapter 32

Examination 700838   Material in Lesson 5
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From the Age of Discovery
to the Beginning of the 
American Experiment

Lesson 1 presents Chapters 1 through 7. Complete each
assignment in this lesson, including the self-checks. When
you’ve completed the assignments in this lesson and feel
comfortable with the material presented, take the lesson
examination for Lesson 1.

ASSIGNMENT 1: NEW WORLD
ENCOUNTERS
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 1 in your textbook. 

Native American Histories 
before Conquest 

The first section of this chapter provides an overview of the
environmental challenges that Indian peoples faced and 
how they adapted to them. One way that Native Americans
adapted was through changes in food sources and food
acquisition methods. An agricultural revolution occurred 
in the Americas, which included the spread of systematic
farming, mainly of maize, beans, and squash.

North America is rife with the magnificent sites that testify 
to the achievements of Native peoples before the arrival of
Europeans. These sites include Chaco Canyon, a center of
Anasazi culture, and the ceremonial mounds of the Adena
and Hopewell peoples. Many of the societies that built these
great monuments mysteriously disappeared before the arrival
of Europeans. 

At the time of European contact, the Aztec society dominated
the Valley of Mexico. The Aztecs who would be encountered
by the Spanish conquerors in 1519 were a literate, warlike
people who had recently adopted the cultural forms of earlier
Mesoamerican empires. Their capital, Tenochtitlán, was
located where Mexico City is today. Due to cultural contact
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and trade, the Mississippian cultures featured many aspects
of the Mesoamerican states, including mound building, well-
developed arts, and city-building. 

Pages 6–8 of your textbook offers a brief overview of the
Eastern Woodland cultural region that was encountered by
the Pilgrims of New England. These native peoples, such 
as the Iroquoian Mohawk and Oneida, made their living
through a combination of planting, fishing, and hunting. 
The Iroquoian tribes formed a federation that featured tribal
representatives appointed by tribal mothers. They had a sort
of representative democracy that intrigued people like Ben
Franklin. (Our word caucus is Iroquoian.)

Study the map on page 7 of your textbook to get an idea about
Native American cultural regions and a few of the many different
tribal locations. 

A World Transformed

The Columbian Exchange discussed on page 10 of your text-
book refers to the radical, global transformation that took
place as Europeans discovered the New World. A simple way
to think of it is imagining a flow of ideas and goods between
the Old and New Worlds. Europeans brought sugar cane,
bananas, and oranges to the New World, along with horses,
sheep, and Christianity. Potatoes, which were first cultivated
in the high Andes of Peru, became a staple food all over Europe.
Ton after ton of silver and gold from mines in Mexico, Peru,
and Bolivia flowed to the Old World to supply “hard cash”
that transformed European concepts of wealth. The Aztecs
gave us chocolatyl—chocolate—derived from the cocoa bean. 

The most shocking aspect of the Columbian Exchange was the
massive die-off of Native Americans from European diseases
such as typhus, smallpox, and measles. The Carib Indians
encountered by Columbus in 1492 were literally extinct a gener-
ation after contact with the Spaniards. European pathogens
must have travelled very rapidly. The Mississippian Natchez
culture was reported to have had cities and a complex social
structure. Yet, when Europeans got to the area in the six-
teenth century, all they encountered was ruins. The people
had vanished. 
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Initially, American Indians were attracted to trade relations
with Europeans. Armed violence between Europeans and
Indians evolved later under the pressures from colonial
expansion. In general, European colonists were only rarely
successful in seducing Native Americans from their indige-
nous cultures. The Cherokee adopted European ways in
creating their own alphabet and in taking up European
approaches to farming. In contrast, the number of Europeans
who adopted Native American life was far greater than the
number of Indians who chose to become “civilized” and
“Europeanized.” The more typical pattern was selective cul-
tural adaptations to European influences. For example, the
Plains Indians (Comanche, Lakota, Cheyenne, etc.) adopted
the horse and the rifle to hunt buffalo while retaining their
basic cultural values. 

West Africa: Ancient and 
Complex Societies

The peoples of the Islamic world, from North Africa to Persia,
were perfectly aware of sophisticated African states south of
the Sahara, such as Benin, Mali, and the Kingdom of Kongo.
Indeed, the dominant religion of sub-Saharan Africa was
Islam by the sixteenth century. However, Europeans were 
relatively clueless about Africa. The Portuguese, who were 
in search of gold and slaves, began to get some clues when
they exchanged ambassadors with the Kingdom of Kongo.
However, aside from the Portuguese, Western Europeans
tended to assume that the interior of Africa was savage, 
heathen, and socially stunted. Your awareness of this atti-
tude will help you understand two things: First, Europeans
felt “morally” justified in pursing the slave trade. Second, the
slave trade was mainly directed and supplied by a limited
number of African states intent on gaining wealth. The
administrators and slavers of these states couldn’t have
cared less how or why the white people from the north 
justified their pursuit of wealth in the slave trade. 
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Europe on the Eve of Conquest

The Scandinavian Norsemen (also known as Vikings) visited
Greenland and Newfoundland in the late tenth century.
Archaeologists have unearthed the remains of their Iron 
Age settlements. However, chances are quite good that the
Italian explorer Christopher Columbus had never heard of
Leif Erikson or his son Eric the Red. 

Like most educated Europeans of the fifteenth century,
Columbus was aware that the world was a sphere. However,
his understandings fell short of a more accurate understanding
of the actual circumference of Earth, which had been deter-
mined several hundred years earlier by an Egyptian scholar.
This is why Columbus assumed that he’d reached the Asia
when he had, in fact, made landfall in the Caribbean. 

At the time Columbus was making his exploratory journeys,
Europeans had just started the process of pulling together
ancient texts and learning from the ancient world as part 
of a humanistic movement called the Renaissance. At the
same time, strong monarchies were springing up in England,
France, and Spain. All of these monarchs, including Ferdinand
of Aragon and Isabella of Castile, the rulers of Spain and 
funders of Columbus’ voyages, were dreaming of expanding
their realms to new lands. 

Naval innovations were revolutionizing ship design and 
technology. Europeans began to develop new ship designs
featuring the Arabian lateen sail. Now, assisted by a Chinese
invention called the compass, navigators could sail into the
wind while having a fair grasp of their latitude (distance from
the equator), if not their longitude (distance traveled along a
given line of latitude). 

Imagining a New World

The time was right for the so called “Age of Discovery,” and
the Spanish and the Portuguese were ahead of the curve. By
1500, Vasco da Gama of Portugal had reached India. Of far
greater importance, especially to Spain, Columbus had
reached the Americas several years earlier. Feeling heady
with imperial (empire-building) aspirations, Spain and
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Portugal signed the Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494. With this
treaty, Portugal got Brazil and Spain got everything it could lay
its hands on in the Americas. What followed was an astonishing
era of Spanish conquests that would extend across all of Latin
America (save Brazil). The Spanish conquered Central America,
much of the Caribbean, big chunks of the North American
southwest, and, on the other side of the Pacific, the Philippines.
The world had seen nothing like it since the Asian empire
under Genghis Khan in the thirteenth century. 

With respect to North American history, the following were
the key players in the Spanish conquest of the Americas:

■ Hernán Cortés defeated the Aztec ruler Montezuma by
1520, mainly because he enlisted a lot of Indian allies
who hated the Aztecs.

■ Hernando de Soto trekked across the southeast area of
what would become the United States from 1539–1542,
exploring as far as Florida.

■ Francisco Vasquez de Coronado explored regions of the
North American southwest in search of the mythical
Seven Cities of Cibola. He found the Pueblo Indians, the
Sierra Nevada, and a lot of picturesque desert scenery. 

■ Innumerable Catholic missionaries and priests made
contact with various native peoples.

The encomienda system discussed on page 19 of your textbook
was a Spanish method for managing a lot of people and 
territory with a minimum number of Spaniards. Successful
conquistadores were rewarded with villages and control 
over the local natives. Think of plantation settlements with
Spanish overlords and heavily overworked native peasants 
to get the idea. 
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The French Claim Canada 

Other Western European states weren’t sitting around admir-
ing the Spanish Empire from afar. England, France, and the
Dutch Netherlands were eager to get into the empire-building
game. 

Technically, the French had control over the length of the
Mississippi valley. French adventurers such as Fr. Jacques
Marquette and Sieur de La Salle explored the Mississippi Valley
as far as the Gulf of Mexico. However, the lasting influence of
France in the New World would take place in and around the 
St. Lawrence River valley. Jacques Cartier explored the area 
in 1534, and French trappers had a thriving trade with Native
Americans in the fur trade after that date. Most of the French
influence in America can be attributed to Samuel de Champlain,
who founded what’s now the Canadian province of Quebec in
1608. 

The English Enter the Competition

English maritime ventures reached as far as Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland in the 1400s. In 1497, John Cabot (actually a
Venetian navigator named Giovanni Caboto) made a success-
ful trans-Atlantic crossing on an English ship during the
reign of Henry XVII. However, England got serious about New
World colonization only under the reign of Henry VIII (he of
the many wives) and his brilliant daughter Elizabeth I. In the
context of the Protestant Reformation, which began with
Martin Luther in the 1500s, Henry VIII and Elizabeth I had
created a Protestant England that was now a major European
power. 

Phillip II of Spain wasn’t pleased. In part, he wasn’t pleased
because privateers such as John Hawkins and Sir Francis
Drake were having considerable success looting Spanish
galleons. Many tons of Spanish gold and silver were falling
into English hands. In 1588, having depleted forests all over
Spain and Europe, Phillip dispatched a fearsome naval
Armada against Elizabeth’s England. The agile seamanship 
of the new British Navy, with the assistance of a convenient
violent storm in the North Atlantic, defeated both the Armada
and Phillip’s dream of a Catholic England. 
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An Unpromising Beginning: 
Mystery at Roanoke

And now, for England, it was show time. Well, almost. By 
the 1570s, English explorers and navigators were seeking
potential new colonies in North America. In an enterprise
devised by Sir Walter Raleigh, two seed colonies were estab-
lished on Roanoke Island off the coast of Virginia. However,
for a number of reasons, which are explained on page 24 
in your textbook, the colony failed. When Raleigh finally got
back to the colony in 1590, it was deserted. To this day the
actual fate of those colonists remains in the cold case files 
of history. 

Be sure to spend some time with the map on page 18 of your
textbook. It will help you keep identify voyages of importance
during the Age of Discovery. 

A concluding section for this chapter helps you understand
the one-sided distortions of reality rattling about in European
minds. Popular propaganda of the time extolled empire-build-
ing. Almost no attention was given to the “collateral damage”
that would occur among native peoples and, in the long run,
ecological disaster related to exploiting virgin lands. 

ASSIGNMENT 2: NEW WORLD
EXPERIMENTS: ENGLAND’S
SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY
COLONIES 
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 2 in your textbook. 

Breaking Away

In general, people left the British Isles for the New World to
escape religious persecution, poverty, and social turmoil.
Your textbook will sketch in a bit of the history of the politi-
cal turmoil (see pages 30–31). Highwater marks of the period
included a civil war that ended with the beheading of the
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Stuart monarch—King Charles I—in 1649. At that point,
Oliver Cromwell, a Puritan zealot, ruled with the consent of
Parliament, until Cromwell suspended that body. When
Cromwell died, the Stuart monarchy was restored, but tur-
moil continued under Charles II and James II. The latter’s
support of Catholicism sparked a civil rebellion. As a result,
King James II was sent into exile. This so-called Glorious
Revolution of 1688 brought James’ daughter Mary to the
throne to be co-ruler with William of Orange, her Dutch 
husband. 

In the New World, colonial areas reflected the agendas of,
roughly, four different groups. The original Virginia and
Maryland colonies were heavily invested in the resources of
the Chesapeake Bay area. The Puritans dominated New
England. The Quakers fashioned the character of the Middle
Colonies, which included Pennsylvania. The plantation 
society of the Carolinas was intended to reward exiled 
aristocrats who had remained loyal to the Stuart kings 
during Cromwell’s rule. 

The Chesapeake: Dreams of Wealth 

In 1606, King James I (the English king who ruled prior to
Charles I) issued a charter for the formation of a joint-stock
company. It was first called the London Company and then 
the Virginia Company. The charter called for the establishment
of plantations in Virginia and the first of these, under the
leadership of Captain John Smith, would be the Jamestown
settlement, some twenty miles up the James River. The original
expedition consisted of 104 men and boys brought to America
on the Susan Constant, the Godspeed, and the Discovery. 

The Jamestown experiment nearly fell apart due to hostile
Indians, disease, looming starvation, and a stubborn pattern
of colonists pursuing their self-interest at the expense of the
common good. John Smith’s leadership saved the day, but
only up to a point. A revision of the original charter in 1609
gave colonial governors the right to make decisions affecting
local colonial matters. They mainly did that by establishing
harsh military discipline. Their actions saved the colony, but
failed to make it profitable to Virginia Company investors.
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Virginia gained a firm financial footing only when John Rolfe
discovered how to breed Virginia tobacco with tobacco plants
he smuggled out of the West Indies. The result would be
called Virginia burley, a light, mild form of tobacco that
almost immediately caught on in the Old World. Tobacco
became America’s first cash crop. 

Note that Rolfe was married to the Indian Princess Pocahontas,
the same woman who saved Captain John Smith from execution
at her father’s hands and who, with her husband, would travel to
England for an audience with the queen. The execution tale is an
oft-related American fable that happens to be absolutely true. 

With the potential for tobacco as a huge cash crop, various
efforts were made to make Virginia profitable for investors,
including incentives to settlers who came to America with
sufficient funds to claim headright—50 acres free and clear
save for modest rental fees. Although the first African slaves to
arrive in America disembarked at Jamestown, most planters
relied on the cheap labor of white indentured servants. The
indentured servants were to be rewarded with land after serving
their seven years, but most were cheated from obtaining their
land, thus forming a body of discontented, landless Virginians. 

In light of its progress, Virginia was granted the right to form
a legislative body called the House of Burgesses. Among its
eventual notable accomplishments was a declaration of 
religious tolerance drafted by Thomas Jefferson in the 
eighteenth century. However, keep in mind that it took a long
time for Virginia to develop serviceable political institutions.
For quite a long time Virginia was little more than scattered
tobacco plantations with only one settlement that could be
called a town—Jamestown. 

The Maryland colony, named after Queen Mary, was intended
to serve as a refuge for England’s persecuted Catholics. It
was chartered under Charles I in 1632 under the driving
force of Lord Calvert, a powerful Catholic lord. Calvert was
also known as Lord Baltimore. Lord Baltimore ruled Maryland
like a medieval duke, granting land and privilege to the
colony’s aristocrats. He also struggled to promote religious
tolerance in Maryland (among Christians). Despite his efforts,
strife between Catholics and Protestants marked Maryland’s
early decades and stunted the colony’s development. 
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Reforming England in America

The Protestant-separatist Pilgrims initially sought refuge 
from English persecution in Holland. However, by 1617 a
group of them feared that their children were being absorbed
into Dutch culture and losing their English-Protestant identity.
As a result, 102 Pilgrims left Holland for America in 1620.
The Pilgrims expected to populate a land grant in Virginia.
However, due to an error in navigation, the Mayflower made
landfall on the coast of what would become Massachusetts.
While aboard the Mayflower, forty-one of the men on board
signed a document outlining their intent to form a government
upon their landing. In effect, the Mayflower Compact was
intended to justify the Pilgrims’ intent to establish a colony
where they had landed, which nearly caused mutiny among
those aboard the ship who weren’t Protestant separatists. 

About half of the original Pilgrim group died within the first 
few months. Indeed, the tiny colony survived only due to the
ceaseless efforts of the elected Pilgrim leader, William Bradford,
and the vital assistance of two remarkable Indians—Squanto
and Massasoit, a local Native American chief. As you may know,
the Native Americans taught the colonists how to raise crops,
hunt, and fish. Although the Puritans’ debt to these Native
Americans was certainly acknowledged by Bradford, there’s no
firm evidence of a “first Thanksgiving” occurring. In any case,
the Plymouth colony would be absorbed into the Massachusetts
Bay Colony by 1691.
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The Massachusetts Bay Colony, created by a Royal (corpo-
rate) Charter, thrived under the leadership of John Winthrop.
Several factors were significant in the colony‘ s success:

■ Unlike the Pilgrims, who were content to be Protestant
separatists, the Puritans of Massachusetts were bent on
a radical fulfillment of the Protestant Reformation. Shorn
of papist (Catholic) doctrines and practices, the Puritans
intended to build a “shining city on a hill” that would
embrace what (they felt) Christianity should be. In short,
most of the colonists shared a common ideological vision.

■ In 1630, Winthrop arrived at Massachusetts Bay with
2,000 colonists. By the 1640s, more than 16,000 people
had followed the first Massachusetts settlers. In effect,
the population was dense enough to establish a func-
tional farming economy as well as town governments and
courts that could provide civil order under law.

■ By contrast with the Virginia and Maryland colonies, the
Massachusetts colonists arrived as families—husbands,
wives, and children. As a result, at the outset there was
a template for a stable social order. 

The Massachusetts Bay Colony generated several “spin-off”
colonies that would comprise New England. Following on
sharply honed quibbles over how pure a Puritan must be,
Roger Williams purchased land that would become the Rhode
Island colony. He would be joined there by Anne Hutchinson,
another Puritan dissenter, who was exiled from the Bay
colony for her heretical views on divine inspiration. Other
New England colonies would include New Hampshire, and an
eventual consolidation of New Haven with Connecticut to
become, of course, Connecticut.

See the map on page 43 of your textbook to understand the
relative locations of the New England colonies as of 1650. 
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Diversity in the Middle Colonies 

It’s important to keep in mind that the North American colonies,
like European colonies elsewhere in the world, were extensions
of maritime trading ventures. The English colonies—what
would become the United States—started out as joint-stock
companies. Their aim was profit for investors. However, 
for people actually settling the American colonies, investor
profits for people on the other side of the Atlantic had little 
to do with actually surviving in the new lands. As a result,
what we find is a gradual transformation of business ventures
into social experiments in self-government. In effect, colonies
founded as corporate ventures became “mini-nations” under
Royal charters. 

After the Hudson River Valley was claimed for the Dutch in
1609 by the explorer Henry Hudson, employees of the Dutch
East India Company founded two permanent settlements:
New Orange and New Amsterdam. In 1664, under the British
King Charles II, the Dutch colonies fell under the control of
the second son of Charles I, who was titled the Duke of York.
New Orange became Albany and New Amsterdam became
New York. However, the Dutch settlers were allowed to keep
their property. Indeed, the names of many prominent families
of New York would be Dutch (Roosevelt being one of them).
Elsewhere in the Middle Colonies the whimsical, authoritar-
ian policies of the Duke of York would be less than helpful in
the development of New Jersey and Delaware. 

The ethnic diversity across the Middle Colonies was remark-
able. Colonists included Dutch, Finnish, Germans, Irish,
Swedes, and even free blacks.

Quakers in America

In Pennsylvania, the fervent morality and common sense of
the Quakers created a distinctive context for civil life and
social order. The Quakers were religious dissidents who saw
all people as equals. They dressed simply, practiced humility,
and declared that every person featured an “inner light” that
served as a moral compass. 
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In 1681, under a generous charter granted by Charles II,
William Penn founded Pennsylvania (Penn’s Woods). In the
process, he purchased the Delaware counties from the Duke of
York while promoting the new colony all over Western Europe.
Penn was a Quaker. He was also an organizational, political, and
promotional genius. Almost overnight, Pennsylvania became a
heavily populated colony assured a major role in the history
to follow. You’ll be fascinated with his story and its many
ironies and wonder how such a person could die a broken
man, deep in debt, in 1718. 

Study the map on page 44 of your textbook to locate the
boundaries of the Middle Colonies as of 1685. 

Planting the Carolinas 

The Carolinas originated in 1663 when King Charles II
granted Sir John Colleton and seven other titled members of
the royal court a liberal charter. All the land between Virginia
and Florida and as far west as “the south seas” was theirs to
develop as they saw fit. The authors of your textbook point
out that the Carolinas and Virginia developed along distinctly
different lines. Both colonial regions depended on a planta-
tion economy. So, why were they different? Here’s one clue.
In the Carolinas, partly due to migration from the Barbados,
proprietary governance was an unstable mess, even after the
British monarchy imposed royal governments in North and
South Carolina. 

The Founding of Georgia

The settlement of Georgia under a charter granted in 1732
was, in effect, an act of aggression against Spain. Spain had
as much of a claim to the region that would become Georgia
as did the English. Indeed, making Georgia a military garri-
son was high on the list for the British monarchy. However,
the founder of the colony, James Oglethorpe, a British 
general and a member of Parliament, had other objectives.
Beyond obstructing Spanish claims, Oglethorpe envisioned
Georgia as an asylum for English debtors who could work the
land to pay back their debts. Oglethorpe and the trustees of
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the charter insisted on authoritarian rule. Slavery and rum
were forbidden. No colonist could acquire more than 500
acres of land. So, as it turned out, the early history of
Georgia was a process of colonial rebellion steadily rolling
back authoritarian governance. Limits on land ownership
were eased. Women were allowed to inherit property. Rum
came back, and restrictions against slavery vanished. 

Be sure to spend some time studying the table on page 49 
of your textbook. It summarizes data related to England‘s 
principle mainland colonies between 1607 and 1733. Also,
study the map on page 50 and the “Time Line” box on 
page 51. On the map, you’ll notice that much of present-day
Georgia was taken from the Creek Indians in 1763. The “Time
Line” box will help you review the key dates in the chapter. 

Self-Check 1
At the end of each section of American History, you’ll be asked to pause and check 
your understanding of what you’ve just read by completing a “Self-Check” exercise.
Answering these questions will help you review what you’ve studied so far. Please 
complete Self-Check 1 now.

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. The Maryland colony attracted both Catholics and Protestants. 

______ 2. In England and in Europe, anticlericalism was the main basis for the Protestant

Reformation. 

______ 3. James Oglethorpe’s only interest in founding the Georgia colony was creating a military

buffer against Spanish interests in that part of North America. 

______ 4. Under the Treaty of Tordesillas, Spain laid claim to most of the Americas and the

Portuguese got Brazil. 

______ 5. The Dutch explorer Henry Hudson was employed by the British. 

______ 6. Under the reign of Elizabeth I, “sea dogs” like Sir Francis Drake seized Spanish 

treasure ships in American waters. 

(Continued)
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Self-Check 1

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. The _______ revolution in Mesoamerica permitted native peoples like the Aztecs to create
more complex societies. 

8. John Rolfe was instrumental in developing the value of _______ as an export crop. 

9. Hernando de Soto trekked across the Southeast from Florida to the Mississippi in search of
_______.

10. James II of England was deposed during the _______ Revolution of 1688. 

11. As a leader of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, John _______ extended the franchise to white
males who were members of Congregational Churches. 

12. The European _______ was a period of cultural awakening shaped in large part by the adop-
tion of humanistic values. 

Check your answers with those on page 197.
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ASSIGNMENT 3: PUTTING DOWN
ROOTS: OPPORTUNITY AND
OPPRESSION IN COLONIAL
SOCIETY
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 3 in your textbook. 

Sources of Stability: New England
Colonies of the Seventeenth Century 

By about 1700, the population of New England had reached
120,000. Given how small New England’s population had
been, the main reason for this remarkable growth was natural
increase through longevity. By the end of the century, men
who survived infancy could expect to reach the age of 70. The
average for women was a bit lower, but not much. Married
couples could live to know their grandchildren. 

Consider the following high points as you think about the impor-
tance of family in New England. People expected to get married.
Single life was both suspect and uncomfortable in a world of
families. Towns were basically networks of families that occupied
the same community year after year. Congregational churches
were centers of community life built on the basis of families. 

The Colonists saw education as a family responsibility. However,
the Massachusetts legislature mandated the establishment 
of elementary schools in communities with 50 or more families.
Larger towns often supported a Latin grammar school (high
school) and those in search of higher education could, after
1638, attend the first colonial university—Harvard College. 

New Englanders accepted and expected a hierarchical social
structure. However, because titled nobility was absent in New
England, people disagreed about the criteria for sorting social
elites from the “middle class” or the working poor. In that con-
text, both Massachusetts and Connecticut passed sumptuary
laws, statutes forbidding all but social elites from wearing fine,
expensive clothing.
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The women of New England couldn’t vote. They couldn’t own
property on their own; it had to be managed by a husband or
some other male relative. If a husband was abusive, a wife
had no recourse through the courts. Nevertheless, most
women, like most men, accepted their social place. Such is
the power of humans’ need to feel accepted in their social
world.

The Challenge of the 
Chesapeake Environment

The typical quality of life in Virginia in the sixteenth century
stood in dramatic contrast to life in New England. In the
Chesapeake, the tiny elite population was composed of wealthy
plantation owners. The largest social class consisted of
freemen, followed by indentured servants. Most of these 
people lived on the ragged edge of poverty. Infant mortality
rates were staggering, and the life expectancy for a male who
survived infancy was around 43 years. Mortality rates did
improve after 1680, even as the employment of black slave
labor was beginning to increase. 

Race and Freedom in British America

The first black Africans arrived at Jamestown in 1519. However,
because the relative population of blacks was small, their social
place remained ambiguous for some time. Some were treated 
as indentured servants. Some bought their freedom. A few free
blacks even became plantation owners. All of that changed, at
least in the South, as black slave populations became larger 
and larger relative to white populations. Although actual slave
revolts were relatively rare, white anxiety about slave revolts
wasn’t. In response to this anxiety, slave codes were devised.
Eventually, it became illegal to teach blacks to read. Further,
the racial dividing line was sharply drawn even as inevitable
interbreeding between blacks and whites produced shades 
of brown. 

In spite of the wretched conditions of slavery, black Africans
in North America were able to devise and maintain a sort of
culture of oppression. Christianity was adopted, but it was
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flavored with African cultural themes and traits. African 
cultural roots were mainly lost, but African music and oral
traditions retained the flavor of Africa. Blacks developed a
distinctive African American culture. 

Study the map on page 62 of your textbook. Note that Africans
transported to the Americas went to Brazil and the West
Indies. As you study this map, keep in mind that the slave
trade actually peaked in the early nineteenth century. 

Rise of a Commercial Empire

Events in the American colonies didn’t occur in a vacuum.
British America was part of a global British Empire at a time
when European powers, such as Spain, France, and the
Netherlands, were pursuing their own global imperial agen-
das. Although British issues with the Dutch in America were
worked out more or less painlessly, this wouldn’t be the case
with respect to the French or, to a lesser extent, the immense
Spanish Empire. 

Trade is and has generally always been the lifeblood of
empire. In that context, the economic agendas of competing
empires were definitely not about free trade. Like France,
England’s chief antagonist in the sixteenth century, Britain
embraced a theory called mercantilism. The basic idea behind
mercantilism is simple: To gain an advantage against compet-
ing empires, a country should impose trade policies that yield
a positive balance of trade (more exports than imports) to
have more money in the bank than one’s competitors. 

Such thinking was behind the Navigation Acts imposed on
the American colonies beginning in 1660. Basically, the acts
required the American colonies to buy their imports from
British merchants and to send their exports to Britain in
either British or American ships. Colonial trade with other
powers was declared illegal. Interestingly, despite colonial
displeasure with the appearance of admiralty courts in the
colonies, these policies worked. By 1700, American goods
shipped by way of England accounted for 25 percent of all
British exports. Furthermore, complying with the new regula-
tions was so profitable for the colonies that smuggling goods
to or from other nations all but ceased. 
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Colonial Factions Spark Political
Revolt, 1676–1691

The Navigation Acts created an illusion of American colonial
unity. All the colonies were complying with the same trade
policies. However, the illusion of unity covered a persistent
pattern of contests between political factions. In a nutshell,
colonial bigwigs competed for access to British governors and
trade insiders, seeking trade advantages. 

A discussion of Bacon’s Rebellion on pages 68–69 of your
textbook illustrates an instance when this infighting ended in
actual violent rebellion. 

This section discusses some other colonial problems. On
pages 69–70 in your textbook, you’ll read about the impacts
of the Glorious Revolution on the Bay colony, New York, and
Maryland. You’ll also read how this period of upheaval was
reflected in the terror of the witch hunts in Salem Village.

Be sure to spend some time with the “Chronology” box on 
page 76 of your textbook. Use it review key dates referred to in
this chapter. 

ASSIGNMENT 4: EXPERIENCE OF
EMPIRE: EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY
AMERICA
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 4 in your textbook. 

Growth and Diversity

During the eighteenth century, the American colonies 
experienced a population explosion. According to calculations
made by Benjamin Franklin in 1751, there would be more
Englishmen in America than in England by the end of the
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century. However, the phenomenal population growth wasn’t
due solely to English migration or birth rates. Many of the
new colonials were from other parts of Europe. A large number
of came from Germany, but even more came from a region of
Northern Ireland then called Ulster Plantation. The British
had a plan. To blunt the political influence of mainly Catholic
Ireland, Protestant Scots would colonize Ulster. But, as it
turned out, opportunities in Northern Ireland were limited.
As a result, many Scots-Irish migrated to America. 

The colonial population surge created a heterogeneous mix 
of European peoples, languages, and cultures. In that con-
text, many of the Germans and Scots-Irish pushed onward 
to the back country. The Germans settled areas of western
Pennsylvania and tended to stay there. (They’re still called
Pennsylvania Dutch, because English speakers confused “Dutch”
with “Deutsch”—the German word for German.) By contrast, the
Scots-Irish moved time and again to populate the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia and, over time, the Appalachian Highlands. 

Between 1718 and 1775, the British Transportation Act permit-
ted judges in Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and England to send
petty offenders to the English colonies in lieu of a prison or the
local hangman. The American Revolution required the British
Parliament to reconsider this policy. As a result, an indirect
effect of the Revolution was the founding of Australia by
exiled felons. 

Another interesting aspect of this period was the development of
Native American federations in the so-called middle ground
between the Appalachian highlands and the Mississippi. Even
though European germs continued to reduce Native American
populations, it’s helpful to remember that peoples like the
Creek, the Choctaw, and the Cherokee struggled to adapt 
to changing times and European incursions.
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Spanish Borderlands in the 
Eighteenth Century

The influence of the Spanish Empire wasn’t absent in the
development of what would become the United States. It’s
true that Mexico’s claims to former outlaying regions of
Spanish America were defeated by force of arms in the nine-
teenth century. However, the first European settlement in
North America was at St. Augustine, Florida, which was
founded by the Spanish in 1565, more than 40 years before
the founding of Jamestown. Spanish architecture is still a
major influence in parts of present-day Texas and California.
In New Mexico, a population of peoples called Hispanos,
direct descendents of sixteenth-century Spanish colonists,
remains to this day. 

The Impact of European Ideas on
American Culture

The European Enlightenment of the seventeenth and eigh-
teenth centuries, also called the Age of Reason, had more
impact in Europe than it did in America. However, it did have
an important influence on the colonists in two areas. First,
Enlightenment ideas would deeply influence the writing of the
Declaration of Independence and the structure of the U.S.
Constitution. Many of the phrases in these documents reflect
Enlightenment thinking. Second, although the American
colonists were more concerned with practical matters of 
business and trade than Enlightenment philosophy, they
grabbed on to the Enlightenment’s notion of applying reason
to practical inventions, especially if they promised financial
rewards. Franklin’s inventions, including eyeglasses, lighting
rods, and the super-efficient Franklin stove, are outstanding
examples. 
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Religious Revivals in 
Provincial Societies

In some respects, the rise of evangelical religion in America
paralleled the advent of the Enlightenment. Some believe it
was a reaction to the rise of cold hard science that was a
major aspect of the Age of Reason. In any case, the Great
Awakening had far more popular influence in America than
did the Enlightenment. 

On pages 90–91 of your textbook, you’ll learn a bit about
famous evangelical preachers such as Jonathan Edwards and
George Whitefield. When reading this section, note that a
paradox of the Great Revival was the clash of anti-intellectual
fervor and civic progressivism. Evangelical messages encour-
aged Biblical literalism even as they encouraged people to
take personal responsibility for their salvation. Personal
responsibility implied self-development. Self-development, in
turn, implied questioning authority and the importance of
higher education. Princeton, Rutgers, Brown, and Dartmouth
were founded by revivalist leaders. Both enlightenment
thought and evangelical fervor laid a foundation for revolu-
tionary sentiments in colonial America. 

Clash of Political Cultures

Perception and reality are often miles apart. The American
colonists tended to assume that their political institutions
reflected those of England. They imagined that their local
assemblies echoed the role of the British Parliament. In 
reality, English governors acted on the assumption that their
power trumped that of local assemblies because they repre-
sented the will of Parliament and the Crown. 

As the colonists became more aware of this fact, local 
assemblies became more insistent that they were the proper
defenders of colonial rights and liberties. Any assault on the
assemblies was an assault on the interests of the American
colonists. Thus arose what some historians refer to as “the
rise of the assemblies.” In that context, American political
culture was shaped in two paradoxical ways. First, colonial
laws strongly embraced British common law. Second, 
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communications dispensed by assemblies began to link the
colonies. Americans became more aware of both their com-
mon heritage and their distinctive place within the British
Empire. 

Century of Imperial War 

In 1689, Britain’s King William III (of William and Mary)
declared war on Louis XIV of France. Europeans call it the
War of the League of Augsburg. Americans called it King
William’s War. In American, the conflict centered on French
raids from Canada into New York and New England. 

King William’s War ended with the Treaty of Ryswick in 1697,
only to be followed almost immediately by the War of Spanish
Secession (1702–1713), known in America as Queen Anne’s
War. Colonists in both South Carolina and New England 
battled a French and Indian alliance, reaching no decisive
conclusion by the time the French and British signed the
Treaty of Utrecht in 1713. 

In 1743, the colonists were once again drawn into a war. This
one was called the War of Austrian Secession in Europe and
King George’s War in America. In this war, New England
troops scored a smashing victory, capturing the enormous
fortress of Louisbourg on Cape Breton Island. 

The conclusion of King George’s War was a bitter pill for 
the Americans. In the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748), the
British handed Louisbourg back to the French in exchange
for concessions that suited the British. The colonist’s view of
“war for England” began to shift toward a focus on colonial
self-interest. 

In the 1750s, although the French and the British hadn’t 
formally declared war, the French invaded the Ohio Valley.
Royal officials advised the governor of Virginia to resist the
French advance. Led by a militia commanded by young
George Washington, resistance was mounted, but the fortified
colonial outpost near Fort Duquesne was overrun by French
and Indians in July of 1754. Washington gathered some 
military experience and the British learned that the French
couldn’t be defeated by a single colony. 
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British efforts to dislodge the French from the Mississippi
Valley ground to a halt, only to be resumed with an all-out
global effort called the Seven Years’ War (1756–1763). The
American portion of the conflict was called the French and
Indian War. In America, the British campaign devised by
Prime Minister William Pitt was led by Jeffrey Amherst and
James Wolfe. The American phase of the war came to a
bloody end as Wolfe, now a major general, and the brilliant
French commander, the Marquis de Montcalm, met at the
Battle of Quebec (the city). Both commanders died in battle.
A year later, Amherst accepted the surrender of the French
army at Montreal. 

With the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1763, Pitt’s vision
was all but completely fulfilled. Great Britain now ruled an
empire that extended around the globe—from crown colonies
in Asia, India, and North America and across the Pacific to
Australia. 

Self-Check 2
Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. Nathaniel Bacon was famous for his role in exterminating Virginia’s Native American

population. 

______ 2. The Seven Years’ War between France and Britain was called French and Indian War in

the colonies. 

______ 3. In the eighteenth century, Scots-Irish and German immigrants were readily accepted

by and assimilated into the population of the earlier settlers. 

______ 4. The Navigation Acts caused a severe reduction in trade between Britain and the

American colonies. 

______ 5. The New Englanders had a hierarchical view of society, believing that some people

were natural leaders. 

______ 6. The Age of Reason was also referred to as the Enlightenment. 

(Continued)
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Self-Check 2

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. In the context of a conference aimed at discussing colonial dealings with the Iroquois, Ben
Franklin presented his _______ Plan for establishing a colonial union. 

8. Remarkable _______ growth in Colonial New England during the seventeenth century was
mainly due to longevity. 

9. The so-called Pennsylvania ________ immigrants who settled in Pennsylvania were, in fact,
Germans. 

10. Africans first landed in the ________ colony in 1619. 

11. What was called the Great _______ first appeared in a small farming community of
Northampton in western Massachusetts. 

12. Under the economic philosophy called _________, a nation’s commercial success was directly
related to commercial disadvantage for that nation’s competitors. 

Check your answers with those on page 197.
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ASSIGNMENT 5: THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION: FROM ELITE
PROTEST TO POPULAR REVOLT,
1763–1783
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 5 in your textbook. 

Structure of Colonial Society

To the British, the concept of Parliamentary sovereignty was
central to the British system of rule. Parliament was viewed
as the central component of British rule, at home or in the
colonies. Thus, Parliament had supreme authority over policies
of taxation. 

After the Treaty of Paris ended the Seven Years’ War in 1763,
Parliament felt it proper and fitting that the American colonists
should help defray the crushing expenses associated with the
war. Within the colonies, people thought it only fitting and
proper that colonial legislative assemblies should determine
the levels and kinds of taxation. Given that no Americans
were members of Parliament, the colonists simply couldn’t
digest the idea that taxes should be imposed on people 
who weren’t properly and effectively represented in making
government policies. Arguments against taxation without 
representation spread through the colonies in pamphlets 
and newspapers. 

Eroding the Bonds of Empire

Pages 99–101 of your textbook present several specific issues
that were eroding the bonds of empire.

After 1763, more than 7,000 British soldiers remained on
American soil, presumably to guard against hostile threats to
the colonies. In fact, the troops remained only because of
administrative fumbling under the reign of George III. The
putative role of the British army in protecting the colonies
was shown to be hollow when, in 1763, warriors under the
Ottawa Chief Pontiac (who hated the British) slipped through
the British lines to slaughter several thousand settlers.
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A proclamation of 1763 forbade colonial expansion to the
west, beyond the Appalachians. That didn’t set well with folks
like the Scots-Irish.

In 1763, George Grenville was appointed first minister to
King George as Chancellor of the Exchequer. Among the first
bills he steered though Parliament was the Revenue Act of
1764, also known as the Sugar Act. It expanded the
Navigation Acts to introduce tougher regulation by the vice-
admiralty courts as import taxes were imposed on sugar,
coffee, wine, and other imports to raise money. 

As colonial ire and protests mounted, Grenville nagged
Parliament into passing his Stamp Act. The act required that
all newspapers, legal documents, and marriage licenses must
bear a stamp purchased from royal stamp distributors. 

The Stamp Act pushed colonial resentment over a tipping
point. In Virginia, Patrick Henry, a member of the House of
Burgesses, narrowly passed four of five resolutions protesting
the act. News of Henry’s nervy resolutions seeped out of
Virginia to all the colonies by means of newspapers. In
response, in October of 1765 the Massachusetts assembly
hosted a gathering of representatives from nine colonies to
convene a Stamp Act Congress in New York. The delegates
posted petitions to King George and Parliament, once again
demanding no taxation without representation. The colonial
furor had its effects. By November of 1765, nearly all the
stamp distributors in major ports had resigned. Although
notices of the event were late in arriving in America, Lord
Grenville’s replacement, Lord Rockingham repealed the
Stamp Act. 

However, Rockingham’s policies fell by the wayside as an
aging and ailing William Pitt regained the role of prime minis-
ter. More or less acting on his own during Pitt’s frequent
absences, his Chancellor of the Exchequer, Charles
Townsend, persuaded Parliament to pass the Townsend
Revenue Acts of 1767. As you’ll learn, the Townsend Acts
only served to fuel the crisis. 

In October of 1768, British officials saw fit to flood Boston
with 4,000 soldiers. The resulting tension between troops and
citizens led to an event which was trumpeted across the
colonies as a blatant act of tyranny. The Boston Massacre
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resulted from a panicked response by a British patrol to the
taunts and stones of local ruffians who were accompanied by
curious citizens. The British soldiers opened fire, killing five
civilians. 

After the Boston Massacre, the frightened populace longed 
for “business as usual,” and between 1770 and 1773 public
animosities between the British and the colonists eased.
However, dedicated revolutionaries were preparing for a 
gathering storm. Samuel Adams, a relative of John Adams,
created the Committee of Correspondence in 1772. The
Committee got busy creating a communications network
between towns and villages, allowing citizens to express their
grievances. Similar organizations appeared in other colonies.
In effect, Sam Adams had created a de facto legislative body
distinct from the formal governing institutions of the colonies. 

In that context, a final provocation took place in Boston when
Parliament passed the Tea Act in 1773. On the surface, the
act seemed harmless. But colonial resentments had been
building for a long time, and the reaction was the famous
Boston Tea Party. Parliament’s response was the passing of
the Coercive Acts of 1774. In America, they were known as
the Intolerable Acts. The acts had three particularly hated
provisions: (1) The port of Boston was to remain closed until
the East India Company was compensated for its losses. (2)
The Massachusetts government was reshaped so that it was
effectively powerless. (3) British troops were to be quartered
in Boston residences. As a result, colonials beyond Boston
rallied to Boston’s aid as resentment of the British mounted. 

Steps toward Independence

In 1774, most American colonists couldn’t get their minds
around where their discontent would lead. Few of them were
mentally or emotionally prepared for open revolution against
British rule. However, by that point a fateful political storm
was already on the horizon, and a few people were ready to
seize the moment. 
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The Committees of Correspondence issued a call for action. In
response, the First Continental Congress met in Philadelphia on
September 5, 1774. Delegates included Sam Adams and John
Adams from Massachusetts and Patrick Henry, Richard
Henry Lee, and George Washington from Virginia. Under the
stewardship of Samuel Adams, the Congress adopted a radi-
cal resolution to resist the Intolerable Acts by force.

Meanwhile, King George III declared that New England’s
impertinence should be resolved by force. 

By the time the Second Continental Congress convened in
Philadelphia in May of 1775, the die had already been cast
and blood had been spilled. In April of 1775, the British 
general Horatio Gates dispatched troops from Boston to seize
rebel supplies. Paul Revere and his friends rode forth to warn
the colonists that the “red coats are coming.” At Lexington, a
ragged group of militia stood symbolic ground on the village
green. A shot was fired. (No one is certain who fired it.) A
responding British volley left eight colonial corpses on the
grass, and the British advanced to Concord. They found no
supplies and did an about-face. However, the return march
to Boston turned into a rout as American militia swarmed
along their line of retreat like angry wasps. Near Boston, the
colonial militia inflicted yet more carnage on the British in
the Battle of Bunker Hill. The hill was finally taken by the
British, but Gage had lost 40 percent of his redcoats and 
was forced to reconsider the nature of the colonial militia. 

Faced with all this, the delegates at Philadelphia were forced
to take drastic action. An ad hoc central colonial government
was cobbled together, and George Washington was appointed
commander of a Continental Army. However, the final step,
declaring independence, wasn’t taken.

Influenced by the wide distribution of a pamphlet called
Common Sense, authored by firebrand Thomas Paine, that
final step was taken in Philadelphia in 1776. One of the most
famous political documents in world history, the Declaration
of Independence was drafted by Thomas Jefferson of Virginia.
It was presented to the delegates on July 2 for intense debate
and was finally accepted on July 4. 
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Fighting for Independence

The key to your textbook’s discussion of the Revolutionary War
is the map on page 121. Study it very carefully to get an over-
all sense of what happened between 1775 and the final
surrender of General Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1783. 

Overall, Washington’s strategy focused on preventing a 
conclusive British victory. He didn’t so much have to win 
the war as ensure that the British didn’t. To that end, he 
had two main challenges. First, he had to keep the Continental
Army intact in spite of ineffectual efforts by the Continental
Congress to provide supplies and funds for paying American
soldiers. Second, he had to win such victories as he could
through stealth, evasion, and surprise. 

Washington’s peculiar ally in the long struggle was the British
assumption that proper military engagement should be carried
out as it was in the Old World—with massive armies facing
each other on a battlefield. The British weren’t prepared 
for frontier marksmen playing hide-and-seek in America’s
wilderness. 

The British southern strategy devised by Clinton and Germaine
in 1779 aimed at enlisting American loyalists to campaign
with the British against the rebels. The result was a savage
and bitter guerrilla war carried out mainly in the Carolinas. 

It’s unlikely that the American Revolution would have been
successful without the intervention of the French. Their 
aid took two forms. Important funding for the Continental
cause derived from the crafty wiles of Benjamin Franklin,
then ambassador to the Court of Louis XVI. As a celebrity in
Paris and Versailles, his influence on French pro-American
sentiment was immense. Second, the Battle at Yorktown 
was conclusive due to the arrival of a heavily armed French
fleet to secure and blockade the harbor and the assistance 
of French ground troops rallied behind the Marquis de Lafayette. 
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The Loyalist Dilemma

No one has ever worked out a definitive estimate of the rela-
tive proportion of American loyalists relative to supporters of
the revolution. No doubt many colonists kept mum about
their sentiments, waiting to see how matters turned out. 
But there’s no question that people identified as loyalists
(called Tories) were between a rock and a hard place in 
1783. Supporters of the revolution saw then as traitors. The
British didn’t trust them because they were Americans. The
American loyalists didn’t trust the British because the British
were unenthusiastic about defending them. Wherever they
went, they were treated as second-class citizens. 

Study the map on page 126 of your textbook to locate hotbeds
of loyalist sympathy. Notice that they were associated with
urban port areas around New York, Philadelphia, Norfolk,
Charleston, and Savannah. Nova Scotia remained British, but
is marked as a loyalist hotbed. A lot of New Yorkers were
transported to Nova Scotia by the British. At the same time,
however, quite a large number of New England loyalists fled—
on their own—into Canada proper as well as into the Canadian
Maritimes.

Winning the Peace

America couldn’t become a genuine national entity if it wasn’t
recognized by major European powers. To that end, Congress
appointed John Jay and John Adams to join Franklin in Paris 
to negotiate a treaty of peace that would, above all, recognize
American independence. 

As you’ll read, the negotiations were complex and a bit sneaky.
The Americans managed a bit of back-channel negotiation
with a British agent, which the French, being realists, chose
to ignore. Be that as it may, the final preliminary treaty, as
signed, couldn’t have worked out better for the new republic.
Stipulations of the treaty included (1) the surrender of French
claims to territories from the Appalachians to the Mississippi,
(2) assurances that the American Congress would honor
British merchant debts incurred before the revolution, (3)
fishing rights in the Atlantic, and (4) generous boundaries 
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to the north and south. However, note that the final treaty
didn’t take effect until peace negotiations between France
and Britain were concluded later in 1783, at which time 
the last British troops embarked from New York. 

Be sure to study the “Chronicle of Colonial–British Tension”
table on page 116 of your textbook that, along with the “Time
Line” box on pages 127–128, can help you review this 
complex chapter.

ASSIGNMENT 6: THE
REPUBLICAN EXPERIMENT 
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 6 in your textbook. 

Defining Republican Culture

Following the Revolutionary War, Americans were euphoric.
Resonating to the fervor of the Great Revival, Americans
viewed the new nation as a gift of providence, a special land
blessed by God that would fulfill the promise of liberty and
justice for all. A single word captured American optimism—
republicanism. America was to be a new creature, a republic
shaped of, by, and for the people. 

The central debate over the proper nature of the American
republic pitted the need for social order against the ideal of
liberty. How could they be balanced? The quest for this bal-
ance attracted a handful of intellectually gifted men we now
call the Founding Fathers. Seldom, if ever, in the history of
nations has so gifted a group gathered as the ones that laid
the foundations of the American republic. You’ll understand
this as you learn more about men like Thomas Jefferson,
James Madison, John Adam, Ben Franklin, and Alexander
Hamilton. 
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Living in the Shadow of Revolution 

Of course, the social and political realities of America were
many miles from the euphoric republican ideal. Nevertheless,
in the years after 1783 significant trends toward political
reform took hold:

■ In many states, property requirements for voting were
modified to extend the rights of suffrage to a greater 
proportion of the male population. 

■ The relationship between church and state was reexam-
ined. Under the argument that the state should have 
no say in people’s religious affiliation, state churches,
especially in the South, disestablished the Anglican
Church. 

■ African Americans like astronomer Benjamin Banneker
and poet Phillis Wheatley gave whites pause to reflect 
on the presence of slavery in America. 

■ In the spirit of republicanism, women challenged assump-
tions about the role of women, advocating for expanded
rights. 

The States: Experiments in
Republicanism

Most states decided to draft written constitutions. This was a
departure from the British model, wherein the constitution
was a sort of abstract template given shape by statutes and
laws. Reflecting on the revolutionary experience, a general
mistrust of power elites dictated a preference for constitutions
set forth as legal contracts. Within these contracts, based 
on the idea that people had inalienable natural rights, many
of the states enumerated civil rights, such as freedom of 
the press and freedom of religion. You can think of the state
constitutions as experiments in republicanism.
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Stumbling toward a New 
National Government

The topic of this section is the first American constitution
that was approved by the Congress in 1777 in the midst of
the Revolutionary War. Called the Articles of Confederation,
it was basically an ad hoc response to the obvious need for
establishing a central government. However, the Articles
called for a central government that was essentially powerless.
The central government was to have a single legislative body,
no chief executive, and each state was to be accorded one
vote. The main reason that the Articles of Confederation was
ineffective was that it didn’t confer any power on the central
government to levy taxes. Funding for the central government
was to come from the states in response to requisitions from
Congress. As it turned out, the states weren’t obligated to
respond to these requests, and the Congress had no power 
of redress should any state decide not to honor a requisition.
Needless to say, this was a crippling liability during a time 
of war. 

However, some important national decisions were made under
the Articles of Confederation. In the context of ratifying the
Articles, a big stumbling block came from fanciful westward
land claims under some of the original colonial charters.
Virginia, for example, had a claim to land from the Atlantic to
the (never quite defined) South Sea as well as the Northwest
Territory. States without such bizarre land rights protested
these claims, and there was a season of bitter debate. In
1781, Virginia took action to resolve the issue. The House 
of Burgesses ceded Virginia’s right to territory beyond the
Appalachians. Other states followed suit. 

Study the map on page 140 of your textbook to locate areas
ceded between (most) present-day state boundaries and the
western territories. 

Several land ordinance laws were passed under the Articles.
The most far-reaching of these was the final act passed under
the Confederation. The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 provided
a governmental structure of the Northwest Territory. The
entire area was to be divided into three to five new 
territories, each of under a governor, a secretary, and three
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judges—all appointed by Congress. The ordinance also 
provided a formula for advancing from territorial status 
to full statehood. 

Strengthening Federal Authority 

Pressure to revise the Articles of Confederation came in the
form of national debt and economic depression due to an
unfavorable balance of trade with Britain. Something had to
be done. Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and Robert
Morris of New Jersey, called the nationalists, called for major
constitutional reforms. At the top of the list: Congress should
be empowered to levy a 5-percent tax on imported goods. 

In the heat of negative public reaction, radical federalists,
encouraged by Alexander Hamilton, called on the army for
support, implying a potential military takeover of the govern-
ment. The full story of this so-called Newburgh conspiracy
has never been adequately unraveled, but the way it ended
saved the republic. George Washington arrived at Newburgh
to confront the disgruntled officers directly. A few well-chosen
words from this icon of republican integrity was all it took.
The conspiracy was stopped dead in its tracks. 

Other challenges to the new republic weren’t met so handily.
Congress proved to be inept in handling issues of debt repay-
ment required of the states under the Treaty of Paris. Despite
the efforts of John Jay, Congress also failed miserably in
handling a diplomatic crisis with Spain.

“Have We Fought for This?”

Harboring deep suspicions of formal government, the states 
created governments with weak executives and strong assem-
blies. The result was haphazard majority rule at the expense 
of minorities. Meanwhile, the notion of a strong central govern-
ment seemed to be endorsed by the highly influential writings
of the Baron de Montesquieu, a French political philosopher.
Montesquieu asserted that no republican form of government
could function in a large territory. 
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The brilliant James Madison rejected Montesquieu’s thesis 
to craft powerful arguments in favor of a strong federal gov-
ernment. In large measure, this was accomplished through
widespread publication of what came to be known as The
Federalist, a series of essays that were published in news-
papers far and wide under the anonymous name Publius 
(Latin for “Of the People”).

In 1786, Daniel Shays, a Revolutionary War veteran, led an
armed rebellion in western Massachusetts. Shays’ Rebellion
was sparked by onerous local taxes, an economic depression,
and the fact that Continental Army veterans had never
received the pay they were promised. The rebellion was
swiftly repressed by the state militia, but it evoked a strident,
rather hysterical, reaction from nationalists who favored 
constitutional reform. 

Daniel Shays’ rebellion aided Madison’s cause. Fearing a 
total breakdown of law and order, it inspired fifty-five men to
assemble in Philadelphia in the spring of 1787 to explore
ways to revise the Articles of Confederation. James Madison
had bigger plans. Before the delegates arrived, he had 
drafted the Virginia Plan for presentation to the assembly by
Edmund Randolph, the popular governor of Virginia.

As you’ll learn, the Virginia Plan contained most of the 
content that would appear in the final draft of the U.S.
Constitution, which was signed on September 17, 1787.
However, Madison’s plan had to survive a crucible of debate,
especially with regard to William Patterson’s New Jersey Plan.
In the end, compromises were adopted. The least savory of
these addressed the issue of proportional representation.
Each state would have one representative in the House of
Representatives for every 40,000 people. However, to appease
states with large slave populations, slaves would be counted as
three-fifths of a person. The shadow of this compromise would
linger to haunt crucial events in the nineteenth century. 
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Whose Constitution? Struggle
for Ratification

The Constitution was drafted and signed, but it couldn’t
become the law of the land until it was ratified by at least
nine states. Central to this struggle for ratification was a con-
test between the Federalists, represented by Madison, and
the Antifederalists, represented by people who remained
deeply suspicious of the potentially abusive and repressive
power of government. Through an intensive “PR” campaign,
spearheaded by the aforementioned Federalist Papers, the
Antifederalists were made to appear reactionary and 
wrongheaded. 

In the end, Antifederalist concerns had to be addressed 
if the Constitution was to be ratified. Their concerns were
addressed by the drafting and ratification of the first ten
amendments to the Constitution, which are known as the 
Bill of Rights. On September 25, 1789, the amendments were
passed by both the House and the Senate. State ratification
of the amended Constitution was achieved by December 15,
1791. 

The Appendix of your textbook contains the complete texts of
the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation,
and the Constitution of the United States. They’re there for a
reason. Take the time to study all of these documents.

Study the table on page 147 of your textbook. It will allow you
to compare the provisions of the Articles of Confederation with
the Constitution. The map on page 151 is fascinating. It allows
you to locate regions that were for or against ratification of the
Constitution, along with the dates of ratification by each state.
Note that the Antifederalists were strongest in the South, even
though independent-minded Rhode Island ended up being the
last of the 13 states to ratify the Constitution. 

Avail yourself of the data in the “Time Line” box on page 153
as you review the chapter. 
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ASSIGNMENT 7: DEMOCRACY
AND DISSENT: THE VIOLENCE OF
PARTY POLITICS, 1788–1800
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 7 in your textbook. 

Force of Public Opinion

In the late 1700s, Americans were getting their news and
views from widely read, highly partisan journals and news-
papers. The heated rhetoric produced bitter rivalries between
points of view that might have been resolved through dialog
and a touch of common sense. Unfortunately, ambitious
politicians were more interested in amplifying differences
than resolving them. 

In this atmosphere, Americans who shared the ideology of
republicanism became vociferous voices for particular inter-
ests. As a result, American politicians learned the hard way
that due diligence had to be afforded to the shifting tides of
public opinion.

In this context, even though many pundits raised alarms,
Americans witnessed that arrival of factions known as politi-
cal parties. The Federalist Party was guided by Alexander
Hamilton. The relatively Antifederalist party guided by
Jefferson came to be called the Republican Party.

Principle and Pragmatism

In the midst of this political clamor, George Washington was
a stabilizing influence. Washington may not have had the
intellectual gifts of Adams, Madison, Jefferson, or Hamilton,
but he had good instincts. He understood that the presidency
was as much a symbol as it was a list of duties. In that light,
his integrity and dignified temperament served the nation
very well.
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Conflicting Visions: Jefferson 
and Hamilton

Washington’s two terms as the nation’s first president weren’t
without challenges. For one, his appointment of the first
executive cabinet included Jefferson as secretary of state,
Knox as secretary of war, and Hamilton as secretary of the
treasury. Each of these men had his own ideas. 

In particular, Jefferson was inclined to oppose Hamilton’s
Federalist vision for the new nation. He was also inclined to
favor the interests of France over those of Britain. (His years
in Paris had had their effect.) Hamilton, by contrast, favored
Britain and advocated for a strong central government. He
had a negative view of human nature that inclined him to a
“law and order” perspective. Jefferson, in contrast, had a pos-
itive view of human nature. Jeffersonian democracy could rely
on the common sense and virtue of the people, especially the
independent yeoman farmers that then made up most of the
electorate in states like Virginia. Hamilton saw a bright
future for America to the extent that it was run by wealthy
elites. Jefferson viewed the moneyed interests with undis-
guised concern. The voices of the people, not the bankers and
industrialists, should guide the policies of governance. 

As you consider the views of these two men, keep in mind
that the conflicting political visions of these two men would
shape American policies well beyond the late eighteenth 
century.

Hamilton’s Plan for Prosperity 
and Security

Hamilton had plans for America. He envisioned a complex
network of industrial and financial policies that could get
America out of debt and lay the foundations of national 
prosperity based on commerce and trade. 

To that end, Hamilton’s crafted three reports to present to
the Congress and the president. The reports were the equiva-
lent of rocket science for people of lesser intellect. Indeed,
they were so comprehensive and complex that even George
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Washington had trouble grasping the fine points of Hamilton’s
proposals. Be that as it may, Hamilton’s plans can be briefly
summarized.

To mange America’s debt problem, Hamilton offered two
ideas: (1) The United States would promise to fully fund all
its foreign and domestic obligations at full face value. (2)
Under a policy called assumption, the federal government
would assume the debts owed by the several states. Hamilton
argued that this credit system would prevent individual
states from setting national economic policies and assure 
foreign powers of America’s financial good faith. To pull all 
of this off, he would offer federal bonds to wealthy Americans
at a decent rate of interest. Americans of means would be
encouraged to invest in America. The first part of Hamilton’s
report was endorsed by Congress. The assumption policy was
first defeated, but then accepted after some negotiating.

Next on Hamilton’s to-do list was establishing a national
bank. It would serve as the depository for U.S. funds and be
authorized to issue currency with a fixed value, thus making
it suitable for paying taxes. The bank proposal raised howls
of protest, but Hamilton would neither blink nor budge. At
last the bank bill got through the Congress. Washington con-
sidered vetoing it as unconstitutional, but he finally signed it
on February 25, 1791. 

Hamilton’s final report called for government assistance in a
complex plan for boosting American manufacturing. The goal
was self-sufficiency adequate to fostering a favorable balance
of trade with Britain and France. The bill was roundly defeated
in the House of Representatives.

Charges of Treason: The Battle 
over Foreign Affairs

In 1789, the curtain rose on the French Revolution with the
storming of the Bastille on July 14. Unlike the American
Revolution, the French version quickly deteriorated into
social chaos, bloodshed, and the season of the guillotine
called the Reign of Terror (1793–1794). In the midst of this
bloody mess under the rule of the radical Jacobins, France
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declared war on Britain in 1793. The immediate effect on
America was French and British furor over the neutral status
of American shipping. Jefferson maintained that a proper
response to the British seizure of American ships would be
favoring trade with France. Hamilton considered that plan
insane. He maintained that it would be wiser to placate the
British.

In any case, John Jay was sent to London in 1794 to seek
compensation for American ships seized in the West Indies,
establish improved trade relations, and request the removal
of remaining British forts in the Northwest Territory. He also
petitioned the British government to recognize American 
neutrality rights. Largely because Hamilton had informed
British agents that America would compromise on most
issues, the British only agreed to remove their troops from
the Northwest Territories. There would be no compensation
for vessels seized in 1793 until British merchant debts left
over from the Revolution were paid. Further, rights of
American neutrality wouldn’t be recognized. The British
would continue to seize and search American ships. Needless
to say, as news of Jay’s Treaty leaked out across the land,
Washington and most of America was outraged. 

Thus, the political atmosphere during Washington’s second
term (1793–1797) was poisoned. In the storm of heated rhet-
oric, the Jeffersonian Republicans stood for states’ rights and
strict interpretation of the Constitution. The Hamiltonian
Federalists stood for establishing a strong central govern-
ment, improving relations with Britain, and maintaining law
and order, even if that meant calling out federalized militias.

Meanwhile, in the west, there were other issues. As the
British left the Northwest Territories, they encouraged the
Native American tribes to harass and attack American set-
tlers. That’s what they did until they were crushed by
General Anthony Wayne at the Battle of Fallen Timbers in
1794. The Indians were forced to sign the Treaty of Grenville,
ceding much of what would become Ohio to the Americans.

Next, in a weird twist of history, Spain perceived America’s
signing of Jay’s Treaty as evidence that Britain and American
had formed an alliance aimed at depriving Spain of its 
North American territories. Based on that patently false
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assumption, the American envoy in Madrid, Thomas Pinckney,
was offered a deal he was pleased to accept. Among other
concessions under the Treaty of San Lorenzo (1795), Spanish
control of the Mississippi would be eased and Americans
would have duty-free access to the port of New Orleans.
Given that the treaty rescued the economy of the entire 
Ohio Valley, it’s no surprise that the Senate unanimously 
ratified the treaty.

Study the maps on page 169 of your textbook to get a geo-
graphical overview of America’s western expansion up to 1800.

Popular Political Culture

Newspapers transformed America’s political culture. However,
newspapers tended to take extreme partisan positions, often
presenting rumor and outright lies as the truth. Now, human
nature is such that people are attracted to information that
reflects their attitudes and biases. So, as you can imagine,
partisan views led to partisan attitudes all across the nation.
In that context, Federalists and the Republican factions could
hardly speak ill enough of their opponents. Bitter, strident
shouting matches became a sad substitute for reasoned 
discourse. 

In this atmosphere, trouble couldn’t but brew. In 1774, 
farmers in western Pennsylvania rose up in rebellion 
against a federal excise tax on distilled spirits. Pennsylvania’s
Republican governor dilly-dallied. George Washington, 
having drifted toward a Federalist position under Hamilton’s
influence, fumed. Imagining a threat of insurrection, he dis-
patched 15,000 troops to Pennsylvania to quell the uprising.
As it turned out, the “rebels” seemed to evaporate as troops
approached. The Whiskey Rebellion appeared to be a tempest
in a teapot, and Washington was vilified by Republicans for
having overreacted. Federalists, in turn, charged Republicans
with tolerance of insurrection bordering on treason. 

This sad epilogue to Washington’s many years of service to
the nation shadowed his famous Farewell Address to the
nation in 1796. Washington offered two key points in his
address. First, the nation must avoid factionalism—a 
recommendation that was a bit tainted by Washington’s 
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de facto Federalist partisanship. Second, America must avoid
unnecessary “foreign entanglements.” Americans would
ignore the first suggestion and embrace the second as a
rationalization for policies of isolationism that would recur
repeatedly in years to come. 

The Adams Presidency

John Adams became America’s second president in 1796.
Due to the nature of the electoral college at the time, Thomas
Jefferson was elected vice president, even though he was a
Republican. Adams represented the Federalist Party, but, in
fact, Adams was nobody’s lapdog. He had a mind of his own,
and he used it. However, Adams faced daunting challenges.
Factionalism had bred mutual distrust between the two polit-
ical parties. And, frankly, Hamilton’s plotting and scheming
behind the scenes didn’t help. In that light, Adams’ efforts to
cooperate with Jefferson faded. In any case, two major issues
stood out during Adam’s tenure as chief executive, one related to
foreign policy the other to the suppression of domestic dissent.

As a result of Jay’s Treaty, the French felt that America had
sided with Britain against the interests of France. Relations
between the two powers deteriorated. In response to this 
situation, Adams dispatched Charles Pinckney, Elbridge
Gerry, and John Marshall to Paris. Their mission was to
negotiate directly with Talleyrand, the powerful French Foreign
Minister. Instead, they ended up being forced to negotiate with
three of Talleyrand’s minions, who ended up being assigned 
the names X, Y, and Z in diplomatic pouches. The terms offered
the American envoys were humiliating. In response to this XYZ
affair, outrage and finger pointing between Federalists and
Republicans reached a fever pitch.

In the context of the XYZ affair, the Hamiltonian wing of the
Federalist Party demanded rearmament and the establishment
of a federal army. They got it. However, Republicans began to
suspect that the army was mainly intended to stifle political
dissent. These suspicions were confirmed as Congress passed
the Alien and Sedition Acts in 1798. Sensing that America
was on the verge of becoming a police state, Jefferson and
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Madison drafted separate protests known as the Kentucky
and Virginia Resolutions, respectively. Both resolutions
declared the acts unconstitutional. 

Resolution of the crises in domestic and foreign affairs 
was authored by none other than John Adams. In 1799, he
declared himself divorced from the Hamiltonian wing of the
Federalist Party and, by implication at least, the Alien and
Sedition Acts. 

Also in 1799, Adams took advantage of Napoleon Bonaparte’s
rise to power to propose good-faith negotiations with France.
This time, Talleyrand lent an ear, and a sense of mutual 
trust was established between France and the United States
that would clear the path for Jefferson’s purchase of the
Louisiana Territory from France in 1803.

The Peaceful Revolution: 
The Election of 1800

Thomas Jefferson wasn’t elected by the people or by the 
electoral college in 1800. That’s because the electoral college
vote between Jefferson and his running mate Aaron Burr was
tied. After deliberation, Jefferson was voted into the presi-
dency by the House of Representatives. In any case, people
referred to the transition from the Adams presidency to that
of Thomas Jefferson as a “peaceful revolution.” In spite of all
the partisan rancor of the preceding years, the transition was
accomplished without bloodshed. 

Conclude your study of this chapter with a careful review of
the “Time Line” box on page 175. 

Now, review the material you’ve learned in this study 
guide as well as the assigned pages in your textbook for
Assignments 1–7. Once you feel you understand the material,
complete Self-Check 3. Then check your answers with those
provided at the end of this study guide. If you’ve missed 
any answers, or you feel unsure of the material, review the
assigned pages in your textbook and this study guide. When
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you’re sure that you completely understand the information
presented in Assignments 1–7, complete your examination 
for Lesson 1.

Self-Check 3

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. The Antifederalists favored a strong central government. 

______ 2. The American victory at Saratoga helped convinced the French that the Continental

Army was formidable and that the revolution was worthy of French support. 

______ 3. In 1799, John Adams declared that he would no longer support the Hamiltonian wing of

the Federalist party. 

______ 4. The British sustained heavy casualties at the Battle of Lexington. 

______ 5. Recognizing the symbolic power of his office, President George Washington was careful

to monitor his public behavior. 

______ 6. Authors of the state constitutions believed that men, but not women, had natural

rights. 

______ 7. Following the Boston Massacre, British Prime Minister Lord North rescinded the 

ill-advised Townsend Acts. 

______ 8. Washington vetoed Hamilton’s plan for a national bank on the grounds that it was

unconstitutional. 

______ 9. To gain Southern support for ratifying the Constitution, the delegates agreed that there

would be no interference with the slave trade before 1808. 

(Continued)
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Self-Check 3

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

10. The Committee of Correspondence was founded by _______. 

11. The first 10 _______ to the American Constitution are called the Bill of Rights. 

12. The humiliating terms offered by the British in _______ Treaty outraged official Washington,
and in parts of the country the Chief Justice was burned in effigy. 

13. Regarding the issue of taxation without representation, Patrick Henry proposed five resolutions
to the Virginia House of Burgesses in response to Grenville’s _______ Act. 

14. Although it was presented to the Constitutional Convention by Edmund Randolph, the
__________ Plan was actually drafted by James Madison. 

15. The Congressional _______ Act of 1789 established a Supreme Court with a Chief Justice and
five associate justices. 

16. Under the _______ of Confederation, the Congress wasn’t authorized to levy taxes.

17. Thomas Paine was the author of _______. 

18. As a result of the final count of the electoral vote in the election of 1796, John Adams’ vice
president was _______. 

Check your answers with those on page 198.



The Age of Jefferson and
American Expansion

Lesson 2 presents Chapters 8 through 13. Complete each
assignment in this lesson, including the self-checks. When
you’ve completed the assignments in this lesson and feel
comfortable with the material presented, take the lesson
examination for Lesson 2.

ASSIGNMENT 8: REPUBLICAN
ASCENDANCY: THE
JEFFERSONIAN VISION
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 8 in your textbook. 

Regional Identities in a New Republic 

By 1800, American expansion was creating distinct regional
identities. Westerners, even in different Western states, iden-
tified with ideals of independent self-reliance and toughness.
New Englanders saw themselves as sturdy, virtuous propo-
nents of American values and masters of America’s maritime
trade with the world. However, particularly in the West,
expansion was continually obstructed by the presence of the
original occupants of North America. For their part, Native
Americans had become dependent on trade with whites. 
In that context, native cultures were steadily eroded by 
exposure to mercenary traders, alcohol, disease, and land
predators. 

In the early 1800s, some 84 percent of Americans made their
living from the land. Cities, harboring around 7 percent of
the population, were primarily ports reliant on transshipping
British and French goods, mainly with the West Indies. This
so-called carrying trade would be regularly disrupted by war
and hostility between France and England. 
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The map on page 180 of your textbook will help you visualize
territorial regions in North America as of 1800. Note that
Louisiana was ceded to France by Spain in 1800, just three
years before Jefferson managed to acquire that immense 
territory. 

Jefferson as President

Thomas Jefferson wasn’t a gifted public speaker. His leader-
ship style depended on his ability to influence people through
one-on-one personal engagement. In any case, Jefferson’s
presidency brought significant institutional reform to the
young nation. During his first term as president, Jefferson
reduced the national debt to near zero, mainly by reducing
federal spending. In particular, he reduced the size of the
navy and reduced the standing army by about 50 percent.
However, to ensure that America would have a professional
military in the future, he founded the Army Corps of Engineers
and established the Military Academy at West Point, New
York, in 1802.

Jefferson was instrumental in the expansion of the U.S. 
territory. In 1803, Jefferson’s envoys managed to arrange the
purchase of the Louisiana Territory from Napoleon Bonaparte
for a mere $15,000,000 dollars. Jefferson also funded the
exploration of the Mississippi-Missouri river system and over-
land routes to the Oregon Country. The famous expedition
led by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark would owe much
of its success to the assistance of Sacagawea, a Shoshoni
woman who served as a translator and guide. 

The map on page 185 of your textbook shows the boundaries
of the Louisiana Purchase and the routes followed by the
Lewis and Clark Expedition. 

In the context of the Barbary War (1801–1805), the Americans
managed to put an end to piracy conducted by North African
(Barbary Coast) states of Morocco, Tunis, Algiers, and Tripoli. 
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Jefferson’s Critics

Facing the loss of power as the Republicans gained the presi-
dency, the mainly Federalist Congress passed the Judiciary Act
of 1801, which expanded the judiciary by adding a number of
new federal judgeships. Taking advantage of that situation, John
Adams made a number of “midnight appointments” just as he
left office, filling many of these judiciary slots with Federalists.
Thus, Jefferson felt compelled to reign in the judiciary. 

Interestingly, Republican efforts to get rid of Federalist judges
led to Supreme Court decisions that shaped the nature of 
the judicial branch. The architect of these decisions during
Jefferson’s tenure was the brilliant jurist John Marshall.
Marshall, appointed by Adams, would be the nation’s first
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. One of the more important
cases was Marbury v. Madison, which is detailed on page 188
of your textbook. This case established the principle of judi-
cial review; that is, that the Supreme Court is empowered to
pass on the constitutionality of federal laws.

In an 1807 case before the Federal Court in Richmond, Virginia,
Marshall was the trial judge who heard charges of treason
brought against Aaron Burr. Jefferson lent his weight to 
the matter in declaring Burr to be clearly guilty of treason.
However, Marshall’s decision rejected hearsay circumstantial
evidence brought by the federal prosecution. Even though Burr
was, it seems, entirely guilty of treasonous intent, Marshall
determined that substantive evidence brought against Burr
offered insufficient proof of guilt. The inadvertent effect of this
decision was profound. Thereafter, under precedent, it would
be much harder for a president to prosecute citizens for polit-
ical dissent. 

In the case of Fletcher v. Park (1810), Marshall’s ruling 
established the right of the Supreme Court to pass on the
constitutionality of state laws. See the textbook’s discussion
of the “Quids” activists and the Yazoo affair on page 189.
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Embarrassments Overseas

Jefferson’s second term (1805–1809) was plagued by the
spillover effects of a major war between Great Britain and
France under Napoleon Bonaparte. Keep in mind that all of
the events you’ll study here will help you understand how
America was eventually drawn into the War of 1812.

The “spillover” had mainly to do with interference with
American ships at sea. The British used a practice called
impressment; when an American ship was seized on the high
seas, its crew could be “impressed” into the Royal Navy.
Meanwhile, both France and England were seizing American
ships right and left. 

Jefferson’s plan for dealing with this mess was expressed in
the Embargo Act (1807). The act declared that America
wouldn’t trade with any foreign power. Period. Not surpris-
ingly, New Englanders ignored the act and continued to trade
with Britain. Elsewhere, popular outrage rippled around the
land. 

In 1810, the Republican James Madison succeeded Jefferson
as president. Madison, as you’ve probably gleaned by now,
was a very bright man. But his administration was largely
ineffectual. Think about why that was the case as you study
this part of your textbook (pages 118–119). Under Madison,
Congress passed Macon’s Bill Number Two (1810), which
proclaimed that America would trade with both Britain and
France. The British responded by continuing to seize American
ships. Napoleon took advantage of the situation by promising
to open trade with France while continuing to harass American
shipping. 

Mounting anti-British sentiment was amplified further by
events at home. Americans in the Western territories became
convinced that British agents out of Canada intended to
incite Tecumseh’s warriors to attack American settlements.
Tecumseh, a Shawnee chief, was an active agent of reform
among Native Americans, urging the tribes to distance them-
selves from white influence and preserve native cultures. 
But he had no plans to make war. General William Henry
Harrison, governor of the Indian Territories, didn’t know that.
He led a large army to the edge of a major Shawnee village to
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crush Tecumseh’s warriors at the Battle of Fallen Timbers
(1811). The battle near Tippecanoe Creek was by no means
an even match, and Tecumseh was slain. 

At this point, no doubt influenced by Harrison’s bloody
actions, political firebrands such as John C. Calhoun and
Henry Clay decried American humiliation and beat the drums
of war. At last, in June of 1812 Madison bent to the demands
of the War Hawks and asked Congress for a declaration of
war against Britain. 

The Strange War of 1812

With war declared, strategy was debated. Madison aimed to
secure American maritime rights, particularly in the Caribbean.
He also imagined that threatening an invasion of Canada
would be useful, because Britain got a lot of its food from
Canada. Some of the War Hawks actually wanted to conquer
Canada. In any case, what actually prevented a major British
effort in North America was their preoccupation with Napoleon’s
forces in Europe. 

Even as New England more or less ignored the war and 
continued trade with the British, most of the fighting between
1812 and 1814 took place around the Great Lakes, the lower
St. Lawrence Valley, and around Lake Champlain and
Plattsburg in New York. There were two notable exceptions.

With Napoleon in retreat, the British decided to devote more
resources to the war in North America. As they increased
pressure on the Canadian border region, they also made
incursions into the Chesapeake, finding it more or less 
undefended. On August 24, 1814, British Marines burned
down Washington, D.C. Madison and his family watched the
city burn from a nearby hill. The British then launched a
full-scale attack on Baltimore, but Fort McHenry held and
the British broke off the assault. 

The most important battle of the War of 1812 occurred after
the antagonists had signed the Treaty of Ghent, formally 
ending hostilities on Christmas Eve of 1814. However, British
General Edward Pakenham had no knowledge of the treaty.
On January 8, 1815, in the Battle of New Orleans, Pakenham
launched an ill-advised frontal attack on forces led by
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Andrew Jackson. In several hours of fighting, the British
force was destroyed. Politically, the Battle of New Orleans
secured Jackson’s future. Strategically, had the British seized
New Orleans, the weak provisions of the Treaty of Ghent
would have been insufficient to dislodge them after the war. 

ASSIGNMENT 9: NATION
BUILDING AND NATIONALISM 
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 9 in your textbook. 

Expansion and Migration

American expansion took off after 1812. A major architect 
of that process was President Monroe’s Secretary of State,
John Quincy Adams. Your textbook, on pages 203–204,
describes the Louisiana Purchase and the agreements and
treaties that were instrumental in facilitating this expansion:
the Rush-Bagot Agreement (1817) and the Anglo-American
Convention (1818).

American politicians were also eyeing Florida. John Quincy
Adam’s designs on acquiring Florida were initiated as Andrew
Jackson pursued hostile Seminole Indians into east Florida.
Adams defended the action to the Spanish governor, suggesting
that tensions could be resolved if Spain ceded Florida to the
United States. Subsequently, the Adams-Onis Treaty (1819)
established a new boundary between New Spain and the
American Southwest, with Spain retreating from earlier
claims to California. During the same period, America’s
claims to the Pacific Northwest were strengthened when 
John Jacob Astor founded a fur-trading outpost at the 
mouth of the Columbia River. 

The main focus of expansionists between 1815 and the 1840s,
however, was the rich farmland between the Appalachians
and the Mississippi. However, this territory, previously
known as the “middle ground” was inconveniently occupied by
Native Americans. In thinking about the Native American sit-
uation at this point in history, you’ll want to differentiate the
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situation in the lower Mississippi region and the Ohio
Territory that would become the American Midwest. Five “civ-
ilized” Indian nations were recognized in the more southerly
region: the Choctaw, Seminole, Chickasaw, Creek, and
Cherokee. Of these, the Cherokee was the most populous. To
some extent, all these nations had adopted European institu-
tions, but the Cherokee case was the most remarkable.
Under Sequoyah, the Cherokee created an alphabet for their
language, printed their own newspapers, and, unfortunately,
adopted a discriminatory attitude toward African Americans. 

By contrast, the tribes of the Ohio Valley had, for the most
part, already been consigned to reservations following mili-
tary defeats. However, as treaty after treaty was broken, most
of these Woodland tribes were forced to migrate across the
Mississippi.

Meanwhile, the most dramatic instance of westward migra-
tion poured settlers into America’s agricultural heartland.
Interestingly, the basic character of these farmer pioneers
wasn’t so much rugged individualism as it was cooperation
between families within settlement communities. Communal
labor was provided for barn-raising and harvesting. As a
result, communities developed common goals and learned to
share new cultural values, even though the migrants often
came from very different places along the Eastern seaboard. 

A Revolution in Transportation

The growth of the American economy depended on trade.
However, trade across the immense distances of the continent
was a serious challenge. Pages 210–212 of your textbook
details the American transportation revolution, noting the
importance of the Ohio, Missouri, and Mississippi river 
valleys as vital trade highways; the construction of gravel-
topped toll roads called turnpikes, which linked many cities
and regions; the “canal boom,” which included the successful
construction of the Erie Canal; and eventually, the development
of railroads.
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Emergence of a Market Economy 

A market economy depends on credit afforded by banks and
middlemen to actual producers. At the outset of the emerging
market economy, the great majority of those producers were
farmers. As American agriculture became more productive, it
made sense for farmers to invest more and more heavily in
cash crops. In the North, the main cash crop was wheat. In
the South, the main cash crop was cotton—“king cotton.”

As the market economy developed, money was initially pro-
vided by a proliferation of state banks—all of them printing
bank notes. The problem was that these bank notes tended
to depreciate in value, creating inflation. To deal with this
problem, the United States established a second National
Bank in 1816. It was supposed to standardize and maintain
the value of currency. However, the national banking system
was about as unstable as the state banknote system. The
national bank’s overextension of credit led to the financial
panic of 1819. 

Overextending credit causes the currency supply to get larger
than the value of the commodity wealth it’s intended to represent.
As a result, this “inflation” causes the currency to lose value. 

Although the currency problems would eventually get worked
out, manufacturing was slow to catch on in America. The
first authentic American manufacturing industry was in 
textiles. (Read about the Boston Manufacturing Company 
on page 214 in your textbook.) Meanwhile, new industries,
mainly in iron and arms manufacturing, were just getting
started. 

You’ll read about how the “putting-out” system gradually
evolved into urban-based manufacturing centers, which
became magnets for immigrants. Under the putting-out 
system, raw materials were delivered to peoples’ homes,
where family members crafted the finished products. Shoes
and many articles of clothing were initially produced under
such a system. The evolution from cottage industries to
urban factories first occurred as the industrial revolution
began in England.
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The Politics of Nation Building 
after the War of 1812

Pay attention to the two crucial developments under the
Monroe administration described in this section. The first of
these developments was the Missouri Compromise (1820).
Missouri petitioned for statehood under the assumption that
it would permit slavery. Many were alarmed at this develop-
ment. Significant numbers of Americans wanted slavery
abolished in any new states. Maine was also seeking state-
hood. The Missouri Compromise amounted to a trade-off.
Maine was admitted to the Union as a free state, and
Missouri got to keep its slaves. The compromise wasn’t 
popular and contributed to tensions that would eventually
lead to civil war. 

The second important development was the Monroe Doctrine,
which was actually crafted by John Quincy Adams. It was
presented in the president’s annual message to Congress 
in December of 1823. Basically, it declared that the United
States would, henceforth and unilaterally, insist that European
powers keep their hands off the Americas. In exchange,
America wouldn’t intervene in European affairs. 

You’ll learn about the continued influence of John Marshall,
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court from 1801 to 1835, on
pages 218–219, which details three important Supreme Court
cases. Note that Dartmouth College v. Woodward (1819)
increased the power of business corporations. McCulloch v.
Maryland (1819) established the doctrine of “implied powers.”
In effect, Marshall applied a loose interpretation of the
Constitution 
to affirm that nationalism should and would trump states’
rights. In Gibbons v. Ogden (1824), Marshall’s decision
affirmed the power of the Congress to regulate interstate
commerce in favor of national over state interests. 

Finish this chapter by studying the “Time Line” box on 
page 222 of your textbook.



American History66

Self-Check 4

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. As families moved to the West, settlers typically created isolated communities that 

separated people arriving from different regions of the East.

______ 2. Chief Justice Marshall’s decision in Gibbons v. Ogden widened the power of Congress to

regulate interstate commerce in the national interest. 

______ 3. Prior to the advent of steamboats, flatboats carrying goods sailed up and down the

Ohio and the Mississippi. 

______ 4. During the Madison administration, the delegates to the New Englander Hartford

Convention explored ways to secede from the Union. 

______ 5. During the Era of Good Feelings, Americans gave up their rivalries to work for the 

common good. 

______ 6. Aaron Burr not only killed Alexander Hamilton in a duel, he also hatched a plot to 

separate the Western states and territories from the Union. 

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. The Erie Canal, when completed, linked _______ and Buffalo.

8. The _______ Act, which divided American public opinion during the years of the Jefferson
administration, was a response to Britain’s refusal to recognize American shipping rights. 

9. In 1811, John Jacob Astor founded a fur-trading post called Astoria in the _______ Country. 

10. Jefferson was concerned that his acquisition of the _______ Purchase territory might be
unconstitutional. 

11. In America, the first fully developed factory system arose in the _______ industry. 

12. John Marshall’s decision in the case of Marbury v. Madison established the principle of
_______ review. 

Check your answers with those on page 198.
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ASSIGNMENT 10: THE TRIUMPH
OF WHITE MEN’S DEMOCRACY 
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 10 in your textbook. 

Democracy in Theory and Practice 

The Founding Fathers understood democracy to be direct rule
by the masses. Among the classically educated, democracy was
associated with the Athenian rabble that had condemned the
philosopher Socrates to death. In effect, democracy was “mob
rule” that assured the oppression of minorities. For thinkers
like Madison and Jefferson, the republican ideal was based
on the Enlightenment concept of natural rights, the rights to
pursue life, liberty, and happiness. A republic was based on
representative government, whereby the representatives
would espouse civic virtue on behalf of the people. 

However, in the 1820s and 1830s the notion of democracy
implied the virtues of the common man. Democracy became
an American fetish, a sort of common narrative continuously
expressing the ideal that all men are equal—especially if they
were white. The arts, literature, journalism, and politics of
this era espoused that ideal. Styles of dress no longer sharply
divided the social classes. The arts, literature, and even
architecture were designed to appeal to the masses, to the
common man in the street. “High-brow” intellectuals were
subject to charges of “putting on airs.”

In politics, all of this gave rise to populist campaigning that
embraced the democracy narrative. Increasingly, public 
officials were elected, not appointed, as the right to vote was
extended to an ever-widening (white, male) electorate. In this
context, the two-party political system we know today began
to form. The party that was “in” would exercise power while
the party that was “out” would constitute a loyal opposition. 

A fundamental paradox was associated with the adoration of
direct democracy. As the American market economy took
hold and industrialization increased, ever larger numbers of
people were “alienated” from the means of production. As the
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rich got richer, a permanent class of wage earners became
utterly dependent on the people who owned commercial
farms, residential property, and factories. 

Jackson and the Politics 
of Democracy

Andrew Jackson turned out to be one of the most forceful
American presidents. He was firmly committed to the ideal-
ization of democracy, but only under the unquestioned
authority of the federal government. In that context, “Old
Hickory,” as he was called, was ruthlessly determined to have
his way and dismissive of dissent—even when it was voiced
by members of his appointed cabinet. Indeed, with respect to
policy decisions, he relied on an informal inner circle of loyal
advisors that came to be known as his “kitchen cabinet.”

The Peggy Eaton affair represented both the petty moralism of
the era and the political importance of unquestioned loyalty to
Jackson. Peggy Eaton was the daughter of a Washington, D.C.,
tavern owner and the wife of Secretary of War John Easton.
After local gossips branded her a woman of loose morals, the
other cabinet wives refused to admit her to their social circle.
Jackson came to Eaton’s defense. As a result, all the mem-
bers of his cabinet resigned, including New Yorker Martin van
Buren. However, van Buren expressed his support for Mrs.
Eaton, thus gaining Jackson’s trust and approval. That fact
would have profound political repercussions. 

Indian removal had been a major concern of the states, particu-
larly in regions west of the Appalachians. Jackson endorsed that
view. He had long favored relocating Native Americans to areas
beyond the Mississippi. In that context, he viewed the Indians 
as properly obedient children if they were submissive to white
authority and as savages if they didn’t. In that light, he didn’t
hesitate to use military force to forcibly remove the five tribes
previously considered “civilized” from the southeastern states 
of Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and the Florida Territory.
Interestingly, in supporting unilateral military action on the 
part of Georgia, he temporarily reversed his stand on states’
rights, ignoring the Marshall Court’s ruling that such action 
was unconstitutional. The most brutal and tragic episode
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under Jackson’s Indian-removal policy was the forced evacu-
ation of the Cherokee peoples to Oklahoma. On this death
march, called the Trail of Tears, nearly one-quarter of
Cherokee men, women, and children died.

The map on page 236 of your textbook will help you under-
stand what happened under Jackson’s Indian removal policies. 

The nullification crisis was mainly sparked and embodied in
the acts and attitudes of John C. Calhoun of South Carolina.
Anxious to preserve South Carolina’s peculiar institution—
slavery—Calhoun strongly supported the principle of state
sovereignty; that is, he argued that federal legislation could
be nullified by the states. (His position also implied the right
of the states to secede from the Union.) As a bitter dispute
between Jackson and Calhoun escalated, Jackson reversed
his “Georgia decision” on states’ rights, firmly declaring the
primacy of national sovereignty over the states. As all this
transpired, it became clear that Martin van Buren, not
Calhoun, was being primed as Jackson’s successor.

The Bank War and the 
Second Party System

After the 1819 financial panic and the subsequent depression,
Americans were inclined to view the banks with suspicion
and hostility. Jackson shared these attitudes. He was in 
favor of hard currency—silver and gold—as opposed to paper
banknotes. And, in fact, to the extent that paper money was
used to overextend credit, the economy was vulnerable to
speculators and at risk for runaway inflation. 

Initially, the main contestants in the “bank war” were Andrew
Jackson and the brilliant, but arrogant, president of the
National Bank, Nicholas Biddle. Biddle actually understood
more about the mysteries of banking and credit than anyone
in the country at that time. In any case, he felt that the
national economy couldn’t function without a national bank
to stabilize the national currency and properly manage and
regulate credit and interest rates.
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None of that rang a bell with Jackson. So, Biddle, fearing the
charter would be revoked, petitioned Congress for renewal of 
the charter in 1832—four years earlier than the charter was due
to expire. The anti-Jackson factions on Capitol Hill approved
Biddle’s move, and the bill to renew the charter was easily
passed. Jackson vetoed the bill, claiming it favored an
unconstitutional monopoly inconsistent with America’s demo-
cratic principles.

After summarily defeating Clay’s presidential bid in the election
of 1832, Jackson felt he had a mandate to “kill the bank.” He
went about that by withdrawing federal funds from the now
effectively uncharted bank, depositing the withdrawn funds
in state banks. 

The Senate response to Jackson’s war on the National Bank,
again led by Henry Clay, was the adoption of a motion of 
censure. Jackson was charged with acting unconstitutionally
in withdrawing federal funds from the National Bank and
depositing them as he saw fit in state banks. Political activism
surrounding this action helped give birth to the anti-Jackson
Whig Party.

Jackson’s handpicked successor, Martin van Buren, would
be elected to the presidency in 1836. But van Buren was no
Jackson, and he couldn’t maintain the credibility in the
midst of the Panic of 1837. The financial panic was caused by
problems in the international systems of banking and trade
and was beyond American control. Nevertheless, the Whigs
used the financial crisis to make political hay. In 1840 the
first Whig president, William Henry Harrison, was elected
along with his running mate John Tyler under the slogan
“Tippecanoe and Tyler, Too.”
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Heyday of the Second Party System 

America’s first two-party system consisted of the Federalists
and the Republicans. The Federalists were mainly guided by
the ideology of Alexander Hamilton. The Republicans followed
the lead of Thomas Jefferson. The second two-party system
pitted the Democrats against the Whigs. The Democrats 
continued to be influenced by Jeffersonian ideas that called
for a minimum of government influence over peoples’ lives,
laissez-faire (hands off) approaches to the economy, and
social tolerance in the name of liberty. By contrast, the Whigs
retained the Hamiltonian notion of government by power
elites and government support for industrial and commercial
capitalism. But there was one added feature: Whigs
embraced moralistic views derived from the New England
Puritans. 

Democrats tended to attract workers, small farmers, immi-
grants, Catholics, and all kinds of people who wanted the
moralistic reformers to leave them alone to drink, gamble,
pray, think for themselves, and behave as they wished. The
Whigs tended to attract the old-money elites, evangelical
moralists, large-scale commercial farmers, industrialists, and
merchants. In any case, at this point, the main objective of
each major political party was putting their people in power—
in the House, the Senate, the federal judiciary, and the White
House. Today’s main political parties—the Democrats and the
Republicans—continue to be organized around these goals. 

Final comments in this chapter refer to the prognostications
of the French traveler and social critic Alexis de Tocqueville.
His famous Democracy in America, published in 1834, is still
required reading for students of American history. Although
de Tocqueville admired much about America, he understood
the dark side, the contradictions latent in America’s social
and political fabric. He predicted the outbreak of civil war
roughly thirty years before it actually broke out in 1861.
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ASSIGNMENT 11: 
SLAVES AND MASTERS
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 11 in your textbook.

The Divided Society of the Old South 

Social divisions among whites in the Old South were based
on (1) family heritage, (2) social class, and (3) region. In the
South, one’s likelihood of success in life typically (but not
always) depended on the social status of one’s family. Social
status and social class tend to be correlated. But, strictly
speaking, class is one’s position relative to the means of pro-
duction. In the agrarian South, that typically meant land
ownership. Owners of large plantations (about 4 percent of
the population) constituted the upper class. Yeoman farmers,
owning much less land, constituted a sort of “middle class.”
Landless sharecroppers made up much of the lower class. 

With regard to region, most of the slave population was asso-
ciated with large, commercial plantations in the lowlands. In
the western highlands of the Ozarks and the Appalachians,
yeoman farmers predominated. In these regions, most free-
holders had no slaves. Indeed, on the eve of the Civil War,
three-fourths of whites had no slaves. 

Social divisions also existed among Southern blacks. The
majority of blacks were slaves, but there was a distinction
between field hands and house servants. Blacks with special
skills such as blacksmithing and carpentry were a social
notch or two above field hands. Approximately six percent of
southern blacks were free, but even they suffered under the
unrelenting oppression of racial prejudice and discrimination. 
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The World of Southern Blacks

This section of the chapter is rich with fascinating insights
into the world of African Americans in the Old South. Here
are just a few highlights:

■ Films and novels give one the impression that house 
servants were looked up to by field hands. In fact, within
black communities, preachers and healers had the high-
est social status. The latter tended to be women. 

■ Approximately 5 percent of Southern blacks performed
industrial work in mills, iron foundries, and on railroad
construction sites. 

■ Slaves had powerful and abiding attachments to family.
Indeed, family networks were a bulwark against the
dehumanization of slavery. Both nuclear and extended
family ties gave blacks a sense of self-worth and dignity.

■ Religion offered another haven for countering the dehu-
manization of slavery. But black Christianity differed
markedly from the white version. Black religion, often
practiced at night, incorporated African cultural themes
that were emotive and expressive. Preachers and their
flocks emphasized themes of redemption, looking forward
to the day when they would be freed from bondage. 

■ Resistance to slavery was constant, but armed rebellion
was actually quite rare. The last and most shocking slave
revolt was the Nat Turner rebellion in Southampton County,
Virginia, in 1831. However, most resistance was subtle.
Work slowdowns, for example, were both common and
hard for overseers to control. Other forms of resistance
included petty theft and sabotage. 

■ A fair number of slaves tried to flee to freedom, but very 
few actually succeeded. Most were caught before they left
the plantation. Because of the power of family ties, most
runaways were young single males who managed escapes
from the Upper South (Virginia, Maryland, Kentucky, and
Missouri). The Underground Railroad did help some to
escape as far as Canada, but, proportionally, their numbers
were small. 
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White Society in the 
Antebellum South

As noted, films and novels depicting the Old South tend to
romanticize both plantation life and slavery. Consider the 
following points about white society in the South:

■ A few of the wealthiest planters attempted to adopt the
lifestyles of European aristocrats. However, most 
plantation owners during the era were simply merchant
entrepreneurs, some of whom had participated in the
slave trade. 

■ The image of “poor white trash” in the rural South is a
false stereotype. Most nonslaveholding yeoman farmers
were proud, self-reliant, family-centered, and well
adapted to the hard life of farming. 

■ Interestingly, plantation owner claims that their slaves
were well cared for is substantiated by the facts. But,
after the slave trade was banned in 1808, planter 
motivations had little to do with Christian charity. Slaves
were valuable property and vital to plantation profitabil-
ity. Making sure slaves were properly housed and fed
and encouraged to marry was mainly about maintaining
and expanding a plantation owner’s supply of slave
labor.

■ Particularly among planters of the Old South, paternal-
ism was both a state of mind and an ideology. Slaves
were considered to be members of an inferior race. They
were seen as little more than children. Plantation 
owners saw themselves as doing godly work in caring for
people who they believed were incapable of caring for
themselves.

Slavery and the Southern Economy 

Large cash crops of long-staple cotton, sugar cane, and rice
could be grown in only subtropical regions of the Deep
South—in Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana.
Short-staple cotton could be grown in most areas south of
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Virginia, but removing seeds from the cotton bolls was so
labor intensive that growing short-staple cotton was only
marginally profitable. That situation changed after Eli
Whitney invented the cotton gin in 1793. With the seed-
extraction problem solved, short-staple cotton became the
South’s major industry. Cotton became king.

Over the period leading to the Civil War, the economy of the
South developed differently in the Upper South—where tobacco
was still the dominant cash crop—and the Lower South where
cotton was king. As cotton production escalated, the Deep
South’s demand for labor intensified. As this happened,
improvements in tobacco production, in states like Virginia
and Maryland, reduced the demand for labor. As a result, the
Upper South began to engage in an internal slave trade, sell-
ing off surplus slaves to the Deep South. This development,
in turn, imposed intense suffering on blacks in the Upper
South as family members were sold to faraway places. 

Study the Maps on pages 262 and 263 of your textbook to
compare U.S. slave concentrations in 1820 as compared with
1860. In the latter map, note the many routes of the so-called
Underground Railroad.

Read the supplement feature on pages 252 and 253 of your
textbook to get some insight in the role of women in Southern
households. 

At the outset of this chapter, it’s noted that the Nat Turner
rebellion of 1831 was a turning point in regard to the issue of
slavery. After 1831, Southern whites feared that abolitionist
sentiment would infect nonslaveholding Southern whites as
anxiety about potential slave revolts escalated. 

Prior to 1830, most Southerners were ambivalent about 
slavery, and sentiments favoring gradual emancipation were
common. After 1831, a new Southern “PR” strategy pro-
claimed that slavery was a positive good based on three
arguments: (1) Black Africans were an inferior race, and 
slavery was their appropriate social station. (2) Slavery was
sanctioned by the Bible. (3) Slavery was an expression of 
the humanitarian spirit of the nineteenth century, because
plantations were havens for childlike black people. 
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In fact, reactionary attitudes in the South were signals of
desperation. For example, as rancor intensified between 
the Northern and Southern states, Southern leaders grew 
anxious about Southern dependency on manufactured goods
from the North. And efforts were made to expand Southern
manufacturing to make the South more self-sufficient. However,
the economy and social fabric of the South was trapped by 
a simple reality. Cotton production was the main route to
Southern wealth. Investors saw little benefit in diverting 
capital toward manufacturing. 

Self-Check 5

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. Before the 1830s, Southern apologists for slavery referred to their “peculiar institution”

as a necessary evil. 

______ 2. The Trail of Tears occurred in 1838, as the Seminoles were forcibly evacuated beyond

the Mississippi. 

______ 3. The democratic impulse toward social leveling was expressed in the idea of popular

sovereignty. 

______ 4. Most of the great planters of the Old South were descendents of an established, 

aristocratic gentry. 

______ 5. The financial panic of 1837 couldn’t have happened had Andrew Jackson not issued his

specie circular of 1836. 

______ 6. The true slave religion was conducted by black preachers, often at night. 

(Continued)
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ASSIGNMENT 12: THE PURSUIT
OF PERFECTION
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 12 in your textbook.

The Rise of Evangelicalism

Recall your reading on the first Great Awakening in the 
mid-eighteenth century. Remember that it was a populist 
phenomenon that paralleled the influence of the Enlightenment
and Age of Reason. Indeed, in one sense it was a reaction
against the rise of reason and science. 

Self-Check 5

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. The economic feasibility of growing _______-staple cotton across the Old South was 
established after Eli Whitney’s cotton gin solved the problem of seed extraction. 

8. By contrast with the _______, the Democrats attracted Catholics, immigrants, and 
freethinkers. 

9. In the social class divisions of the Old South, proud, self-reliant _______ farmers ranked just
below small slaveholders. 

10. As expressed by John C. Calhoun of South Carolina, _______ referred to the right of the
states to set aside federal law. 

11. In the Upper South prior to the Civil War, technological efficiencies that developed in the
growing and harvesting of _______ led to the development of an internal slave trade. 

12. Martin van Buren’s expressions of sympathy for Peggy _______ won him Jackson’s favor. 

Check your answers with those on page 199.
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The Second Great Awakening in the mid-nineteenth century
arose along the southern frontiers. Itinerant preachers
pitched lively camp meetings. Thousands were encouraged to
accept Jesus as their savior. Many enjoyed the party atmos-
phere in a land where entertainment was scarce. 

In the North, the New England version of revivalism was less
rowdy and more intellectual. The contending revivalists of 
the Protestant Calvinist and Congregational churches both
embraced Puritanical moral reform. But especially among 
the Congregationalists, dogma was questioned. One group 
of Congregationalists even rejected the concept of the Trinity,
instead preaching Unitarianism. In the face of these “here-
sies,” the grim theology of the Calvinists was softened. The
notion of predestination, the belief that only a pre-chosen
elect would be saved from hell, was tempered by the idea 
that people were free agents who could seek salvation
through faith and good works. 

Northern revivalism spawned social reform movements.
Converts were organized into voluntary associations aimed 
at stamping out sin to win the nation for Christ. In New
England, Lyman Beecher established a network of missions
and benevolent societies. Beecher was also heavily involved in
the temperance movement. That movement, begun in 1820,
aimed at stamping out the sale and use of alcoholic beverages.
As you’ll learn, the temperance movement would have a
major impact on American life well into the twentieth century.

Domesticity and Changes in the
American Family

Significant changes in ideas about family, marriage, child-
rearing, and gender roles occurred during the nineteenth
century. As evidenced by letters from the period, the ideal of
marriage for love and companionship was flourishing. Pet
names like “honey” and “darling” appear during this period.
However, these romantic currents had little impact on the
reality of women’s lives. Men remained in control of the women
in their lives. Women had no easy recourse to divorce, and
property was managed by men, not women.
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Outside of rural areas, the rise of industrialism and financial
firms in towns and cities established a new division of labor.
Husbands went off to work to fulfill their duties as breadwin-
ners. Women stayed at home to do housework and care for
children. In this context, an ideology of “separate spheres” for
men and women gave rise to a cult of domesticity. 

As upper-class and middle-class women found time to read
about the proper roles for women under the cult of domestic-
ity, women formed bonds of solidarity within charitable
societies. In turn, this development led to efforts to expand
women’s sphere. Given that women were now expected to
serve as moral anchors at home and within communities,
some women assumed similar roles in charitable 
organizations. 

Efforts to expand the feminine sphere led to the idea, then
the reality, that most schoolteachers would be, should be,
women. 

As ideals of family embraced the importance of ties of 
affection and as women took primary responsibility for 
childrearing, the importance of childhood was “discovered.”
At least in middle-class homes, the use of corporal punish-
ment declined in favor of psychological discipline, which
amounted to withholding love and affection. As families
became more child-centered, discipline by guilt tended to
replace discipline by fear. 

The focus on childhood also led to a demographic shift. In
the rising industrial economy, parents recognized that they
could afford their children better chances in life if they had
fewer of them. In this context, even before the Civil War,
primitive versions of condoms and diaphragms were available
and abortion wasn’t uncommon. 

Institutional Reform

By the late 1820s and early 1830s, activism in favor of public
education was growing. The movement mainly got started as
workers in the cities determined that educational opportuni-
ties for their children would open paths to good jobs, thus
helping to close the gap between rich and poor. Middle-class
reformers responded by agitating for public schools that
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would focus on basic literacy skills—reading, writing, and
arithmetic. However, the main goal was indoctrinating 
children. Beyond the basics, children would also learn 
proper civic and moral virtues. Note that Horace Mann of
Massachusetts was a major force in the development of the
public school system.

Meanwhile, reformers were taking on fresh attitudes about
the insane, paupers, and criminals. In the past, when com-
munities were small and homogeneous, social deviants could
be managed informally. With the growth of industrialism and
cities, that became more or less impossible. Reformers like
Dorothea Dix argued for public institutions—asylums. The origi-
nal sense of that word was “a place of refuge.” In that context,
reformers maintained that criminals could be reformed, the
insane could be cured, and paupers could learn how to locate
their bootstraps. However well intentioned these reforms
might have been, conditions in prisons, poorhouses, and
early insane asylums were often horrible.

Reform Turns Radical

The Second Great Awakening gave birth to moralistic and
reformist fervor. People could be made better. Society could
be perfected. However, different ideas about how society
could be perfected spawned factions. The Temperance
Society, for example, had members who were teetotalers 
(no alcohol, no way, now how) and moderates willing to 
compromise when it came to wine and beer. 

The first and foremost nineteenth-century reform battleground
focused on slavery. Early on, moderate groups acknowledged 
the immorality of slavery, but felt that gradualist approaches
through legislation and education would cause the peculiar
institution to fade away. 

Another school of thought was represented by the American
Colonization Society, which was founded in 1817. These 
folks saw slavery as evil. However, fearing a race war would
develop if slaves were freed, they endorsed exporting freed
slaves to colonies. The society established a colony, Liberia,
in West Africa in 1821 that came to be populated by several
thousand African Americans. The colonization scheme was
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grossly impractical. It wasn’t logistically possible to export
several million African Americans. More important, most
blacks rejected the notion of colonization. Socially and 
culturally, and in spite of racism and discrimination, 
these African Americans were, well, Americans. 

By the early 1830s, three radical trends were underway.
First, William Lloyd Garrison repudiated the Colonization
Society and forcefully advocated for and founded an aboli-
tionist movement focused on emancipation. His radical
journal, The Liberator, was first published in 1831. Through
his journal, Garrison informed Boston society and the nation
that he wouldn’t give an inch on his position. End slavery.
Emancipate all the slaves. Now! Second, black abolitionists
formed their own influential movement. Frederick Douglass, a
freed slave, emerged as a powerful spokesperson for emanci-
pation. His journal, the North Star, was first published in
1847 and grabbed a lot of attention from both blacks and
whites. Third, as the abolitionist movement turned radical 
in the North, the South embraced a militant anti-abolitionist
position, maintaining that slavery was actually a positive good. 

Just as the civil rights movement of the 1950s gave rise to a
resurgent movement for women’s rights, the abolitionist
agenda gave rise to a women’s rights movement, especially
among women who opposed slavery. The high point of this
first major American feminist movement was the Seneca Falls
Convention of 1848. The emergent leaders of this women’s
emancipation movement were Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth
Cady Stanton. 

There were other fascinating social developments during this
period. Experimental utopian communities were founded, mostly
in the Northeast. Enjoy the brief tour of these communities
starting on page 281. The most radical and successful of these
utopian communities was Oneida, founded by John Humphrey
Noyes in upper New York State
in 1848. 

A remarkable development in this period was the 
transcendentalist movement. In a sense, it was a spiritual
movement that reflected a radical departure from formal 
religion at a time when the Second Great Awakening was 
sweeping the country. The primary authors of transcendentalist
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thought were Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David
Thoreau. Emerson advocated spiritual self-reliance based 
on following what the Quakers would have called one’s 
“inner light.” Emerson, reflecting his understandings of
Eastern religions, called it the “oversoul.” 

ASSIGNMENT 13: AN AGE 
OF EXPANSIONISM
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 13 in your textbook. 

Movement to the Far West

Although there were a variety of motivations for American
expansion to the West, it’s safe to say that the dominant
motivations in most cases were both political and economic. 

Along the northern borders with Canada, the Webster-Ashburton
Treaty (1842) gained territory for the United States and estab-
lished firm borders between Maine and New Brunswick and set
the Minnesota boundary along Lake Superior. 

The Oregon Country had been under the joint control of
Britain and the United States since 1818. In the 1840s,
American settlers poured into the region over the Oregon
Trail. As their population grew, political pressures in favor of
American sovereignty also grew. Those pressures would be
actualized under President Polk. 

Along the southern borderlands, Spain ceded Florida and a
chunk of Louisiana to the United States in 1819. Elsewhere,
in the Southwest, conflicts and disputes would rage between
the United States and Mexico. In that context, the Texas rev-
olution and the establishment of the Republic of Texas went
through fairly distinct phases. We won’t detail them here, but
read the description of the action on pages 295–297 of your
textbook.



Lesson 2 83

Meanwhile, in a remarkable tale of migration based on reli-
gious conviction, members of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints (Mormons) fled religious persecution in the
east. In 1845, under the blessing of their leader, Brigham
Young, a party of Mormons trekked to Utah to found a com-
munity near the Great Salt Lake. The remarkable story of the
Mormon migration is detailed on pages 297–298 of your
textbook.

Study the map on page 294 of your textbook to get a 
geographical sense of American territorial expansion by the
mid-nineteenth century. Check back to this map as you read
the chapter. Notice areas along the Canadian border ceded by
Britain on the one hand and by the United States on the other
to even out the U.S.–Canadian border. Note the region disputed
with Mexico in the Mexican War of 1848. 

Manifest Destiny and the 
Mexican-American War

The last Whig president, John Tyler of Virginia, became presi-
dent only because he was the vice president when William
Henry Harrison died after only a month in office. However,
both Tyler and his Democratic successor, James K. Polk were
actively interested in American expansionism. 

The term “manifest destiny” was coined by John L. O’Sullivan, a
proponent of the Young America movement and an influential
newspaper editor. O’Sullivan laid out the three main ideas
behind manifest destiny: (1) God wants America to expand.
(2) The growing population of America needed more living
space if the young and the restless were to have economic
opportunity. (3) American expansionism would spread the
ideals of democracy. 

Although Tyler failed in his efforts to annex Texas, Polk 
took up the manifest destiny cause with far greater success.
After his election, Democratic legislators approved the Texas
annexation plan just before Polk assumed office. 
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As war with Mexico loomed on the horizon, Polk blustered
and fumed with the British over the Oregon Country, nearly
sparking a British-American war. In the end, war was averted
and both the British and the Americans got what they
wanted under the final Oregon Treaty. 

Check out the map on page 301 of your textbook to better
understand the situation. Disputed territory north of the 49th
parallel would eventually become part of Canadian British
Columbia. Territory south of that parallel would eventually
encompass Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. 

Mexico had recognized the Republic of Texas by 1845, but
Texan claims to western territories were disputed by the
Mexican government. When Texas was annexed in that year,
the U.S. federal government appropriated Texas’s territorial
claims. In fact, Polk’s actual agenda was to annex Mexican
territories all the way to California in order to secure Pacific
ports at San Francisco and San Diego, allowing the United
States to dominate trade with Asia. 

In spite of a dismal pattern of military defeats, Mexico continued
to resist American expansion into its long-claimed territories. For
that reason, it wasn’t until the United States captured Mexico
City on September 14, 1847, that the war ended. Through the
diplomatic persistence of Nicholas P. Trist, a treaty was finally
agreed to and signed. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848)
provided $15,000,000 in compensations for the ceding of New
Mexico and California, defined a southern boundary at the Rio
Grande, and included a U.S. pledge to honor Mexican citizens’
claims against Americans. A few years later, an American-
Mexican dispute over the southern boundary of ceded territory
was settled with the Gadsden Purchase of 1853.

Study the map on page 304 of your textbook to sort out major
battles of the Mexican-American War and see what territories
comprised the roughly half million square miles that were
added to the United States. 
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Internal Expansionism
After the Mexican-American War, America’s desire for geo-
graphic expansion was sated. However, internal expansion
took off in three ways. First, the railroads became a central
feature of American internal expansion from coast to coast.
Second, the Industrial Revolution that began in England was
adopted and adapted to America’s ambitions. In that context,
a host of technological innovations were “made in America.”

Third, immigrants, primarily Irish escaping the potato famine
and Germans looking for economic opportunity, provided an
immense new labor pool. Some 4.2 million immigrants
crossed the Atlantic to America between 1840 and 1860.

Before you get to the “Time Line” box on page 312 of your text-
book, spend some time with the table on page 307. It’s a great
overview of technological advances that accompanied an era of
agricultural and industrial development up to 1859. 

Now, review the material you’ve learned in this study 
guide as well as the assigned pages in your textbook for
Assignments 8–13. Once you feel you understand the mate-
rial, complete Self-Check 6. Then check your answers with
those provided at the end of this study guide. If you’ve
missed any answers, or you feel unsure of the material,
review the assigned pages in your textbook and this study
guide. When you’re sure that you completely understand the
information presented in Assignments 8–13, complete your
examination for Lesson 2.
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Self-Check 6

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. Frederick Douglass aroused public ire when he proclaimed in his publication, the

Liberator, that the Constitution was a pro-slavery document. 

______ 2. The Second Great Awakening began in areas of the Northeast influenced by Puritanism. 

______ 3. Brigham Young, the founder of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, led the

first band of Mormon pioneers to Utah.

______ 4. The Shakers and the Oneida community were outstanding and long-lasting efforts to

establish utopian communities. 

______ 5. During the 1840s, the bulk of new immigrants arriving in America came from Ireland

and Germany. 

______ 6. In 1829, after the Mexican government freed all slaves under its jurisdiction, most

Texans agreed to free their slaves. 

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. Arguing that God favored American expansion, John L. O’Sullivan invented the concept of
_______ destiny. 

8. In 1821, in an expression of their attitudes about slavery, the American Colonization Society
founded the West African colony of _______. 

9. Horace Mann of Massachusetts was to public education as Dorothea Dix was to concept of the
_______.

10. Hastening the American industrial revolution, Charles _______ invented a process for 
vulcanizing rubber. 

11. The “discovery of childhood” was a direct result of the cult of _______. 

12. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ceded New Mexico and _______ to the United States for
$15,000,000 dollars. 

Check your answers with those on page 199.



Civil War, Reconstruction,
and the Rise of 
Industrial-Urban Society

Lesson 3 presents Chapters 14 through 19. Complete each
assignment in this lesson, including the self-checks. When
you’ve completed the assignments in this lesson and feel
comfortable with the material presented, take the lesson
examination for Lesson 3.

ASSIGNMENT 14: 
THE SECTIONAL CRISIS
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 14 in your textbook.

The Compromise of 1850

Early U.S. political leaders were generally opposed to slavery,
but the slavery issue had been put aside to permit the ratifi-
cation of the Constitution. Slavery wasn’t addressed in the
Constitution. Therefore, the federal government had no con-
stitutional leverage over laws within the states that allowed
slavery. However, Congress did have the authority to forbid
slavery as a condition of admitting a territory to statehood.

In 1846, as the Mexican War was being waged, House
Representative David Wilmot of Pennsylvania introduced 
an amendment to a military appropriations bill that 
called for “free soil” in territories gained from Mexico. The
Congressional debate over the Wilmot Proviso formed along
party lines. The result was a sectional divide between free
and slave states.

In your reading in about the political maneuvering that fol-
lowed, you’ll see that various efforts to resolve the sectional
crisis were of no avail. At last, the Compromise of 1850 was
passed as a series of resolutions. Among these, concessions
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to the abolitionists admitted California as a free state.
Concessions to the slave states included a stronger 
Fugitive Slave Law. 

Study the map on page 318 of your textbook to better 
understand the Compromise of 1850.

Political Upheaval, 1852–1856

The political monopoly of the two parties—the Whigs and the
Democrats—continued. However, because neither party was
strong enough to resolve sectional issues, the slavery issue
intensified antagonism between North and South. In this 
context, Stephen Douglas of Illinois introduced the Kansas-
Nebraska Act of 1854. The Act embraced the concept of
popular sovereignty, a scheme that allowed settlers in a 
territory to vote for or against slavery. However, the amended
act also repudiated the Missouri Compromise of 1820, elimi-
nating dividing line between slave states and free states. 

The map on page 320 of your textbook will help you under-
stand the effects of the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854.

The political fallout from the Compromise of 1850 led to the
demise of the Whig Party, and third parties vied with each other
to fill the political vacuum. The American, or “Know-Nothing,”
Party was formed to reduce the political power of recent immi-
grants, such as the Germans and Irish. However, by the time of
the election of 1856, a well-organized anti-Nebraska Republican
Party had emerged to counter the Democrats. The Republican
platform favored western expansion linked to free labor. The
Democrat platform embraced the idea of popular sovereignty. 

House Divided, 1857–1860

The election of 1856 sharply defined North-South sectional
differences. For all intents and purposes, the sectional divide
became irreconcilable. Evidence to that effect was expressed
in different ways.

In the North, the popularity of the Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
Uncle Tom’s Cabin spread antislavery sentiments framed as
immoral attacks on the family and the cult of domesticity. 
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The 1857 Supreme Court decision of Dred Scott v. Sanford
concluded that Dred Scott, being a slave, wasn’t a citizen and
had no rights to redress in the courts. The Supreme Court
also found that the Missouri Compromise of 1820 and, by
implication, the Republican stand in favor of popular sover-
eignty, was unconstitutional. 

The famous Lincoln–Douglas debates didn’t get Abraham
Lincoln elected to the Senate. However, in the public mind,
Lincoln’s stand on the issue of slavery encouraged increased
recognition of slavery as a moral issue. 

In 1858, following on a complex struggle of over a pro-slavery
constitution proposed for the Kansas Territory (the Lecompton
Constitution), Kansas was admitted to the Union as a free state. 

The fanatical abolitionist John Brown called on slaves to 
rise up in rebellion against their masters. To that end, he
launched an unsuccessful attack on the arsenal at Harpers
Ferry, Virginia, in October 1859. Brown was captured and
hung, but his dramatic actions traumatized Southerners.

The publication of Hinton Rowan Helper’s book, The
Impending Crisis of the South, created furor in the South.
Helper’s book beseeched lower-class Southern whites to 
look after their self-interest by rising up in rebellion against
slavery. 

The national election of 1860 took place in this atmosphere
of mounting sectional antagonism. As you’ll read on 
pages 330–331, the campaign involved four political parties
and a lot of sound and fury. The Republican candidate,
Abraham Lincoln, won through a brilliant strategy that 
captured the electoral votes of virtually all of the free states.
However, as a result of the election, for the first time in the
nation’s history, Southern interests were completely cut off
from the White House. The all-but-inevitable response was
Southern agitation for secession from the Union.

Conclude your study of this chapter by taking note of the
“Time Line” box on page 338 of your textbook.



American History90

ASSIGNMENT 15: SECESSION
AND THE CIVIL WAR
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 15 in your textbook.

The Storm Gathers

South Carolina seceded from the Union on December 20,
1860. The other six Deep South states were less certain
about how to proceed. However, by February 1, 1861,
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Florida had
voted for secession. On February 4, delegates from the 
secessionist states met in Montgomery, Alabama, to form the
Confederate States of America. Jefferson Davis, a political
moderate, became president of the new Confederacy. The
Confederate constitution was, basically, a revised version 
of the U.S. Constitution. 

Union efforts at compromise were aimed at preventing states of
the Upper South from seceding. Hopes for compromise faded
away after the assault on Fort Sumter (in South Carolina) on
April 12. By April 15, Lincoln called for the activation of 75,000
troops. Over the next two weeks, Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee,
Kentucky, and North Carolina voted for secession. 

At the outset, the war wasn’t so much about the issue of
slavery as it was a violent argument over states’ rights of
secession. 

Study the map on page 344 of your textbook to get a geographic
sense of the situation at the outset of the Civil War. Note that
four slave states—Missouri, Kentucky, West Virginia, and
Maryland—remained in the Union. 
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Adjusting to Total War

A much larger population and a far more advanced industrial
economic base gave the Union a significant advantage. The
Confederate strategy was to avoid defeat, which meant it
would fight an active defensive war on its home territory. By
contrast, the Union strategy called for the destruction of
Confederate forces and resources through occupation and
total war. In that context, Lincoln decided on carrying out a
two-front war coupled with an active naval blockade of
Southern ports. 

The map on page 348 of your textbook gives you an overview
of Civil War strategy. Compare the resources of the Union and
the Confederacy in 1861 in the table on page 347.

The governments of both the North and South exercised
extraordinary wartime measures. Lincoln declared martial
law and suspended the principle of habeas corpus (the right
of an accused to question his or her accusers). 

Particularly after Robert E. Lee replaced Joseph E. Johnston
as commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, Southern
generals like Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson and James
“Pete” Longstreet tended to be far more effective than the
mediocre Union generals, with the exception of Ulysses S.
Grant. In the end, however, Lincoln turned out to be a better
war leader than Jefferson Davis. It just took him a while to
dispense with a string of mediocre generals.

By early 1863, Confederate diplomacy aimed at enlisting 
support from Britain and France had collapsed. The British
didn’t want to spark a war with the United States. Also, after
a brief “cotton famine,” Britain started getting cotton from
India and Egypt. The French under Napoleon III refused to
offer support unless Britain went along. 

The map on page 352 of your textbook offers a good overview
of the military situation in 1861–1862. At this point, Lee’s 
generals were gaining the majority of victories on Virginia 
battlefields. Union victories were mainly happening in the
region adjacent to the Mississippi under the command of
Ulysses S. Grant. 
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Fight to the Finish

Several key factors marked the final phase of the Civil War.
Sentiments favoring emancipation had only a faint impact dur-
ing the early phases of the war. In 1861 and again in 1862,
Lincoln disallowed field commander orders freeing slaves in
zones of military occupation. However, under political pressure,
Lincoln issued a preliminary Emancipation Proclamation in
September 1862, which gave the South 100 days to surrender
without losing their slaves. When this failed to elicit a response,
Lincoln finally issued his far more famous Emancipation
Proclamation on January 1, 1863. It declared that all slaves 
in the Confederate states were thereafter and forever free. 

Following the 1863 proclamation, some 200,000 blacks
would contribute to the final victory of the Union. 

The military tide turned with the culmination of three events:

■ In a brilliant campaign, Grant managed to lay siege to
Vicksburg on May 22, 1863. After a Union naval force
had already captured New Orleans, Vicksburg was the
last stronghold barring the Union from free access to 
the Mississippi Valley. 

■ With the Southern economy in shambles and desperation
in the air, Jefferson Davis approved Robert E. Lee’s plan
to invade Pennsylvania. Lee’s forces were subsequently
defeated at the Battle of Gettysburg (July 2–4, 1863). 

■ Concurrently, Grant seized Vicksburg on July 4. 

The final stage of the war, in 1864–1865, began when Grant 
was given command of the Union Army the Potomac. Grant 
tore away at Lee’s dwindling forces, fighting what amounted to
battles of attrition. Union casualties were even more horrendous
than those of Lee’s Confederates, but the Confederacy was 
running out of troops and the Union wasn’t. The campaign 
of attrition ground to a prolonged stalemate as Grant laid
siege to Petersburg, south of Richmond, Virginia. 
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Meanwhile, as part of Grant’s plan, William Tecumseh Sherman
breached Confederate lines in Tennessee to commence a devas-
tating and barely contested march to the sea. By the time
Sherman’s demonstration of total war was completed, he had
left a 600-mile long, 40-mile wide trail of utter devastation
from Tennessee to the Georgia port of Savannah. Atlanta fell
and was burned to the ground in early September of 1864.
Savannah was captured in December. 

No doubt inspired by Sherman’s feat, Grant pushed on
toward Richmond, which would fall on April 2, 1865. Lee’s
surrender at Appomattox Courthouse occurred on April 9.
(General Johnston’s forces, busy fighting Sherman’s troops 
in North Carolina, laid down their arms shortly thereafter.) 

But the bloodshed wasn’t over. On April 14, Lincoln was
assassinated by the actor John Wilkes Booth while the 
president and his wife were attending a production of Our
American Cousin, at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. 

The map on page 359 of your textbook offers provides an
overview of the military situation between 1863 and 1865. The
table on page 362 illustrates the marked disparity between
Union and Confederate casualties over the entire period of the
Civil War. 

The main impact of the Civil War was on wartime and postwar
federal legislation aimed at active government support for
industry, agriculture, and education. In effect, the Civil War
created a new kind of nation-state. A society that had once
been a major proponent of individualism retained a credo of
self-reliance, but, increasingly, peoples’ daily lives became
organized around corporate commerce. 
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Self-Check 7

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. David Wilmot, a Pennsylvania Democrat, proposed an amendment to a bill under

debate that would ban slavery in any territory taken from Mexico. 

______ 2. During the Civil War, congressional Republicans embraced laissez-faire policies and 

abolished the National Bank. 

______ 3. In the election of 1860, four different parties ran presidential candidates. 

______ 4. South Carolina was the first state to secede from the Union. 

______ 5. In his Dred Scott v. Sandford decision, Judge Taney argued that Scott was a citizen in

Wisconsin, but not in Missouri. 

______ 6. Lincoln’s preliminary Emancipation Proclamation of 1862 proclaimed the freedom of all

slaves in the Confederate States. 

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. The bloodiest single day of the Civil War occurred when forces under Lee and McClellan met in
Maryland at the Battle of _______. 

8. As Lincoln and Douglas campaigned for election to the Senate, _______ argued that his 
opponent’s position on slavery implied his belief in racial equality. 

9. The assault on Cemetery Ridge brought about Confederate defeat in the Battle of _______. 

10. The political aim of the _______ Party, also known as the Know-Nothing Party, was 
undercutting immigrants’ voting rights.

11. The congressional response to the Kansas-Nebraska Act brought about the dissolution of the
_______ Party. 

12. The North pursued the _______ policy, blockading Southern coasts, seizing control of the
Mississippi Valley, and cutting off food and supplies to the Confederacy. 

Check your answers with those on page 200.
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ASSIGNMENT 16: THE AGONY OF
RECONSTRUCTION
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 16 in your textbook.

The President vs. Congress

Lincoln favored reconciliation and leniency toward the South.
Under his Ten Percent Plan, all but certain leaders were
granted full pardon if they would swear allegiance to the
United States and comply with emancipation. Once 10 per-
cent or more of the male population of a state had sworn the
oath, that state was authorized to set up a local government.
As you’ll see, Louisiana and Arkansas fulfilled these require-
ments in 1864, although Congress refused to seat delegates
from these states. Instead, Congress passed the Wade-Davis
Bill, which required 50 percent of voters to take the oath.
Lincoln refused to sign the bill while the Senate was in 
session, thus exercising what’s called a “pocket veto.”

It’s impossible to know what Reconstruction would have
looked like had Lincoln not been assassinated, but he was,
and Vice President Andrew Johnson of Tennessee ascended
to the presidency. (Johnson had remained loyal to the Union
after his home state seceded in 1861.) In any case, the ago-
nizing story of Reconstruction would begin under a president
who was more or less indifferent to the slavery issue. His
main interest was punishing ex-Confederates and brandish-
ing the power of the federal government to that end. It was in
that context that he pushed for the Thirteenth Amendment
abolishing slavery. 

Disputes and mistrust between Johnson and the Congress
increased. Congress dominated federal efforts to craft
Reconstruction policy, because opposition to Johnson’s agenda
led to a supermajority of Republicans in the House and the
Senate. Congress had the two-thirds of votes need to override
his veto. Two significant outcomes of this situation stand out.
First, the House voted to bring charges of impeachment against
Johnson. In his impeachment trial in the Senate, Johnson came
within a single vote of being thrown out of office. Second,
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Congress managed to pass the Fourteenth Amendment. To
pull this off, the Southern states were required to ratify it as
a condition of being readmitted to the Union. 

The Fourteenth Amendment defines citizenship as extending
equally to all persons born or naturalized within the United
States. It also guarantees due process and equal protection
under law. You should turn to the Constitution in your text-
book’s appendix and read all five sections of this keystone of
civil rights. 

The map on page 373 of your textbook helps you think about
the three phases of reconstruction: rule by ex-Confederates,
Republican government under both black and white legislators,
and the return of control to conservative white Democrats. 

Reconstructing the Southern Society

During the brief period of radical Reconstruction, Republicans
were able to impose military occupation and a series of acts
aimed at reorganizing Southern society. Land grants were
planned for blacks, including the famed “forty acres and a
mule.” Few blacks ever got these land grants, but a few
African Americans were elected to public office. 

An example of the way reality defeated reform was the advent
of sharecropping. Under this new arrangement between labor
and capital, blacks and poor whites accepted grants to work
small bits of land in exchange for delivering about half their
harvest to landlords. In effect, sharecropping was a sort of
medieval revision of planter society. The system was based 
on credit. The croppers accepted cash loans to buy seed 
and tools. Before long, sharecroppers found themselves
enslaved by debt. Debt slavery replaced forced labor slavery.
Meanwhile, the Black Codes assured that African Americans
were, at best, marginally free second-class citizens.
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Retreat from Reconstruction

Southern reaction to Reconstruction was reactionary. Every
effort was made to restore the South to its prewar status quo.
For example, the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution,
passed in 1870, declared that no state could deny voting
rights to male citizens on the basis of race, color, or previous
condition of servitude. During this period, however, between
1868 and 1872, the chief enemy of Republican reform efforts
was the clandestine, white supremacist Ku Klux Klan. The
Grant administration’s efforts to enforce voting rights in the
face of Klan terrorism were feeble and ineffective. Grant was
busy trying to cope with corruption scandals. In that atmos-
phere, the Klan’s tactics virtually nullified the Fifteenth
Amendment in the South. 

Reunion and the New South

Reconstruction was marked by lynch mobs, race riots, and
even bloody insurrections. It was definitely not an expression
of what Lincoln called “the better angels of our nature.” By
the late 1870s people in general and the federal government
in particular were losing interest in trying to reform the
South. Other interests, such as the furor over political cor-
ruption and bitter factionalism over monetary reform placed
Reconstruction on the back burner. 

A watershed was reached during a tedious stalemate over the
election of 1876. Samuel J. Tilden, a Democratic reformer from
New York, had clearly won the popular vote. But his margin in
the electoral vote was in dispute because Republicans chose to
contest the vote in three Southern states. Months passed as the
electoral dispute continued. In a murky atmosphere of back-
channel negotiation, Republicans promised return to “home
rule” to the disputed Southern states. At this point, Congress
appointed a special 15-member electoral committee to decide the
issue. The outcome, by an 8 to 7 vote, placed Tilden’s contender,
Rutherford B. Hayes of Ohio, in the White House. 



American History98

The Compromise of 1877 (also called the Hayes Compromise)
ended Reconstruction. In one Southern state after another,
representatives of the Old South took power. Often called the
Redeemers, they set about crafting policies that would create
the social and political atmosphere of the firmly segregated
Jim Crow South. 

ASSIGNMENT 17: THE WEST:
EXPLOITING AN EMPIRE 
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 17 in your textbook.

Crushing the Native Americans

By about 1840, white settlement had ground to a halt along
the Missouri boundary of the desolate rolling plains to the
west. For a long time this territory was called the Great
American Desert. Under the Indian Intercourse Act of 1837,
all this western territory was thought of as “one big reservation.”
It was Indian Country, and no white could enter it without 
a government pass. Roughly thirty years later, by the early
1870s, the Great Plains was somehow missing some 15 
million buffalo, and survivors of a much reduced Native 
population lived in the demeaning squalor of reservations. 

How and why did this happen? The “how” was a repeat of
earlier episodes from the era of European expansion in the
Americas. In the United States, there were more whites then
there were Indians, and the whites had more soldiers and
more guns. Also, white attitudes about Native Americans
were racist. Unless the Indians adopted American ways and
learned to speak English, they were considered uncivilized
savages. The “why” can be summed up in one word: land. As
the American population grew, so did the flow of immigrants.
And, as you’ll see, government legislation aimed at encourag-
ing settlement to the west offered free land. 

The map on page 394 of your textbook offers an overview of
major white-Indian battles and the creation of reservations. As
you think about the map, reflect on some facts. Virtually every
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treaty with the Indians was violated or discarded. Today,
massacres like those at Wounded Knee and Sand Creek would
have been considered war crimes. 

Settlement of the West

Between 1870 and 1900, whites, along with some blacks,
occupied 430 million acres west of the Mississippi. Mainly,
people went west to better their lot in life, and that did hap-
pen. As western settlers were getting busy raising livestock,
growing wheat, cutting timber, and opening mines, a growing
eastern population was creating demand for beef, wheat, and
minerals. 

The first major waves of settlers went for the big leap. “California
or Bust” was painted on the sides of Conestoga wagons
headed west across the Overland Trail. The wagon train 
pioneers were almost always whole families. Men, women,
and children all had hard work to do over the average six
months it took to get to Oregon or California. 

A gradual shift from covered wagons to railroad trains
occurred during the 1870s and 1880s. However, the rail-
heads ended short of the West coast, and the rest of the
journey had to be by wagon train. Consider the following
interesting points as you study this section:

■ A fair number of the pioneers pushing west were
European immigrants, Hispanics, and Asians. 

■ By 1890, under the Homestead Act of 1862, the U.S.
government had distributed some 48 million acres to 
settlers. However, a big percentage of this acreage was
sold to private citizens or to corporations, such as the
railroad companies. 

■ Water was a crucial resource in the semi-arid West. The
National Reclamation Act of 1902 used funds gained from
the sale of public lands to finance irrigation projects in
sixteen western states. 

■ The Southwest and California were suffused with the
culture of earlier settlers of New Spain. During the era of
westward expansion, large numbers of Mexican immi-
grants poured into this region, leaving an indelible
cultural impact. 
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The Bonanza West

A bonanza is what you get if a minimal investment can yield
big returns. In 1848, mining bonanzas got underway with the
discovery of gold in California. With notable exceptions, the
Forty-niners mostly went bust. However, clever merchants
supplying supplies to the miners at exorbitant prices made
out like bandits. The “low-hanging fruit”—the gold flecks and
nuggets available through simple placer mining—began to
run out fairly quickly, but there was plenty of gold and silver
to be found for companies that could raise capital to finance
hard rock mining. By 1890, the peak of the early mining
bonanza had come and gone, but only after contributing 
billions of dollars to the U.S. economy.

The oceans of grassland of the West were ideal for raising cattle.
So it was that on the western plains the bonanza had horns 
and travelled by hoof. The first phase of the “beef bonanza” 
was marked by open rangeland from the Texas Panhandle to 
the plains of Manitoba, Alberta, and Saskatchewan in Canada.
The second phase was the development of ways and means
for getting beef to eastern markets. In America, the solution
turned out to be long cattle drives to railheads. The first of
these transport junctions was Abilene, Kansas. However, with
the expansion of railways, new transport junctions would
spring up from Sedalia, Missouri, to Cheyenne, Wyoming. 

Note that the techniques of branding, the roundup, roping,
and so on came from Mexico, as did the tough, adaptable,
longhorn cattle. In any case, the invention of barbed wire
(1874) offered an inexpensive way to border land claims. 
As ranches got bigger and got borders, cattle trails were
obstructed, and the heyday of the cowboy began to fade
away. 

The map on page 405 of your textbook shows locations of min-
ing activities in the West. The map on page 406 shows where
the main cattle trails were located.



Lesson 3 101

Between 1870 and 1900, American farmers were cultivating
more land than ever before in U.S. history. Indeed, by 1900 
a third of the U.S. population lived west of the Mississippi.
However, the saga of the Great Plains “sob-buster” bonanza
waxed and waned, depending on patterns of rainfall. In fact,
both the cattle and the prairie farming bonanzas fizzled dur-
ing a period of drought between 1885 and 1890. However,
farmers and ranchers benefited from advances in scientific
agriculture and husbandry. In particular, the Hatch Act,
passed in 1887, established a network of agricultural experi-
ment stations that schooled farmers on the best ways to
cultivate soils. 

Before moving on to the next chapter, read about the black 
buffalo soldiers of the West on pages 398–399 of your text-
book. 

Self-Check 8

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. The Exodusters who migrated to Kansas encountered levels of discrimination and 

prejudice that exceeded what they had experienced in Louisiana, Texas, and Mississippi.

______ 2. After 1876, the South’s Jim Crow laws were crafted as a conciliatory compromise with

Southern politicians who favored complying with the Fifteenth Amendment passed in

1870.

______ 3. The main objective of the Dawes Severalty Act was ending Native American tribal life. 

(Continued)
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Self-Check 8
______ 4. In the election of 1876, Samuel J. Tilden of New York lagged Rutherford B. Hayes of

Ohio in the popular vote, but he had a clear plurality in the electoral vote. 

______ 5. Captain Fetterman commanded the troops responsible for the massacre at Wounded

Knee.

______ 6. After Andrew Johnson’s impeachment, he fulfilled his pledge to enforce Reconstruction

acts passed by Congress. 

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. The National _______ of the Patrons of Husbandry was meant to bring social, cultural, and
educational activities to its members. 

8. The politicians who came to power in the South after the end of radical Reconstruction were
popularly called the _______. 

9. The National _______ Act of 1902 helped finance irrigation projects in sixteen Western states. 

10. The Wade-Davis Bill of 1864 required that _______ percent of voters in any Southern state to
take an oath of loyalty to the Union before a process of restoration could be initiated. 

11. The first major pioneer movement to the West followed the _______ Trail to California and
Oregon. 

12. With respect to equal rights, the _______ Amendment passed by congressional Republicans
was the most important of the constitutional amendments.

Check your answers with those on page 200.
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ASSIGNMENT 18: 
THE INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 18 in your textbook.

Industrial Development

America’s industrial development was, in one sense, an
extension of cultural, economic, and technological develop-
ments shaping a new world system. By 1900, for example,
railways, and telegraph lines crisscrossed India, Japan,
Russia, and many other nations beyond Europe and North
America. In another sense, American industrial development
was unprecedented. By 1900, American industrial capacity
was greater than that of Germany, France, and Britain 
combined. Factors contributing to this phenomenal growth
included the following:

■ A rapidly growing population, of which White Anglo-
Saxon Protestants (WASPs) were the dominant group.
However, millions of immigrants from Europe and Asia
amplified population growth.

■ An expanding population created an immense internal
market for both labor and goods. 

■ The North American continent is rich to overflowing with
resources, including coal, mineral ores, petroleum, 
timber, and arable (farmable) land. 

■ Stable governance encouraged economic growth through
support for private property and laissez-faire policies,
which encouraged entrepreneurship. 

■ A relative absence of government regulation fostered the
rise of corporate organizations mainly financed through
private capital. In an atmosphere of fierce, often ruthless,
competition, “captains of industry,” also known as “robber
barons,” were able to create enormous monopolies.
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A monopoly occurs when private owners control or dominate
an industrial sphere. Early American monopolies consolidated
corporate ownership of railroads, steel production, and indus-
tries linked to patent control of crucial technological inventions.
Examples of the latter included the telegraph, the telephone,
and electric energy generation. 

An Empire on Rails

In the midst of all kinds of new industrial activity, the railroads
became America’s first big business. However, it took a while
for the system to get organized. Early on, fierce competition
between railroads was encouraged by government loans and
grants. However, that led to overbuilding, which, in turn, led
to corruption and economic inefficiencies. An example of the first
problem could be “kickbacks” offered to government agents in
exchange for loans or grants. Meanwhile, economic inefficiencies
occurred when competing railroads built parallel railways using
different track gauges. 

An outstanding episode in the saga of the age of rail was the
creation of the first transcontinental railway. Congress passed
legislation in 1862 and 1864 approving that project—at a time
when the South had no say in the matter. The project began 
as the Central Pacific Railroad Company started laying track
eastward from Sacramento and the Union Pacific Railway 
did the same from Omaha, Nebraska. The two lines met 
at Promontory, Utah, on May 10, 1869. 

The building of the great railway companies required immense
amounts of capital. Because banks concentrate capital, the 
railroad moguls approached the banks for assistance. However,
big loans require big collateral. So, as it turned out, the banks
eventually gained control of the railroads. The first major player
in this process was J. Pierpont Morgan, the head of the J. P.
Morgan investment bank.

An Industrial Empire

In this section of your textbook, pages 421–427, you’ll get a
fascinating mini-tour of the rise of a couple of financial giants
and the rise of monopolies that sprouted from an amazing
host of inventions that would reshape American life. 
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Andrew Carnegie, born in Scotland, rose to great power from
humble beginnings. Carnegie was an uncannily ambitious
man. At a time when the steel industry was going through
the rough-and-tumble competition, Carnegie emerged as 
the master of the industry. His master stroke was vertical 
integration. He saw to it that Carnegie Steel controlled every
phase of the steel industry—from mining to steel manufac-
turing to marketing.

Carnegie sold out for a half billion to J. P. Morgan in 1901.
Under Morgan, Carnegie Steel plus a few other acquired steel
companies became the United Steel Company of America
(U.S. Steel). Meanwhile, Carnegie got busy giving his money
way. He set the pattern for millionaire (or billionaire) philan-
thropy that would be emulated by John D. Rockefeller, Henry
Ford, and, in our day, Bill Gates of Microsoft. 

John D. Rockefeller built a financial empire of unprecedented
proportions. He ended up owning many railroads, but 
his main corporation was Standard Oil of New Jersey.
Rockefeller’s financial empire, had it been political, would
have rivaled the Asian Empire of Genghis Khan. To organize
and control this corporate behemoth, he invented two models
of business organization, the trust and the holding company.
The Standard Oil Trust was made up a board of trustees that
held central control over all Standard Oil company holdings.
A trust is not a monopoly. It’s, in effect, a centrally controlled
set of monopolies. Holding companies are corporate entities
that own subsidiary corporations. 

The late 1800s and the early 1900s saw the advent of a host of
inventions—from the typewriter to the rotary press to canned
goods to Coca-Cola. But, beyond the railroad, the most life-alter-
ing, culture-changing inventions were electronic. Cyrus W. Field’s
improved transatlantic cable linked Europe and North America
by telegraph. Thomas Alva Edison invented the phonograph,
moving pictures, and the incandescent light bulb. Alexander
Graham Bell invented the telephone. 

To make Edison’s and Bell’s inventions practical (and prof-
itable), Edison pioneered the generation of electric power
based on direct current (DC). However, DC current can be
transmitted only about two miles, so it wasn’t practical. A
genius by the name of Nikola Tesla solved that problem by
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inventing alternating current (AC). Tesla’s contribution was
bought (read “stolen”) by George Westinghouse. The eventual
result was massive electric generating plants, transmission
lines that crossed mountain ranges, substations, and step-
down voltage transformers that would literally “electrify”
America.

The Sellers

Factory mass production requires cost-effective transportation 
to markets. But neither of these can generate profits if people
aren’t encouraged to buy. Two major trends encouraged what
would come to be called consumerism. Department stores like
Macy’s in New York or Marshall Fields in Chicago appeared.
Mail order firms like Sears & Roebuck marketed through
their catalogs. Retail “five-and-dime” chain stores like
Woolworth’s sprouted up all over the place. The days of 
the old-fashioned general store were numbered. 

The second transformative development was the rapid rise 
of the mass persuasion industry. Advertising became a 
megaphone for every kind of product imaginable, including
products that people had never imagined. Indeed, the whole
purpose of advertising is to create demand by persuading
people that their lives are incomplete if they don’t own 
appliance X, beauty product Y, or cereal brand Z. 

The Wage Earners

In terms of productivity, America was getting rich and the
rich were getting richer, and it wasn’t impossible for a worker
to better his station in life—especially assuming he was male,
white, and, preferably, a WASP. Otherwise, the lot of workers
left much to be desired. 

The ten-hour day was standard. Restrictions on child labor
were weak or nonexistent. The grueling work of factories 
was dehumanizing. Social mobility was extremely limited if 
you were black, female, or one of the Eastern European,
Southern European, or Asian immigrants that were arriving
in their millions after about 1880.
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As a result, many working people became inclined to 
question and resist prevailing levels of social inequality. The
basic rationale for the rise of the American labor movement
was simple: American wealth was generated on the backs of
workers but, in general, the workers weren’t benefitting from
the nation’s growing wealth. 

Be prepared to think about four points as you study this 
section:

■ Business owners and managers mainly espoused the
“iron law of wages.” Namely, wages should be set by 
fluctuating supply and demand. In light of such atti-
tudes, business was strongly anti-union. Over the years,
capitalists wouldn’t be averse to spilling blood to crush
union activism. 

■ The growth of the labor movement was slow. The first
major labor organization was the Knights of Labor formed
by Uriah S. Stephens. Its agenda included an eight-hour
day and the abolishment of child labor.

■ Public sentiment against the Knights and the labor
movement in general turned sour following a number 
of violent worker strikes. Chief among these was the
Haymarket Riot in Chicago that left several police officers
and four workers dead, and the Homestead Strike by
Carnegie steelworkers. 

■ The first effective and lasting union was the American
Federation of Labor (AFL) under Samuel Gompers. The
AFL was a loose federation of skilled craft unions, and 
its two million members had an impact on American
life. Nevertheless, most workers, skilled and unskilled,
remained unorganized. 

The map on page 433 of your textbook offers an overview of
labor strike activity between 1870 and 1890.
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ASSIGNMENT 19: TOWARD 
AN URBAN SOCIETY
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 19 in your textbook.

The Lure of the City

In the last decades of the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries, the technological advances you learned about in
the last chapter began to radically transform the role of cities
in American life. Steel girders permitted the construction of
skyscrapers. Electric lights would turn New York City’s
Broadway into the “Great White Way.” Cities grew and grew,
attracting the good, the bad, and the ugly. 

As centers of industrial growth, the burgeoning cities, such
as New York, San Francisco, Philadelphia, Boston, and
Chicago, were good for the economy. As magnets for a rising
tide of new immigrants—many of them poor and unedu-
cated—large populations of immigrants ended up in slums
that reeked of poverty and neglect. And thence arose the
ugly. Crime rates soared along with civic corruption. 

The map on page 445 of your textbook provides an overview of
the distribution of immigrants over the country. Note the parts
of the country with high concentrations of immigrants. Patterns
of immigrant settlement tended to concentrate ethnic groups.
For example, many immigrants to Minnesota and Wisconsin
came from Scandinavian countries. 

Civic corruption was institutionalized in urban political
machines, such as New York City’s Tammany Hall under
“Boss” Tweed. The urban political machines kept power by
operating a bit like semilegal organized-crime families. The
bosses represented the poor, providing favors, jobs, and 
public works. Meanwhile, city officials accepted kickbacks 
on “sweetheart” construction contracts and collected under-
the-table fees for things like restaurant licenses, building
permits, and street car routes. 
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Social and Cultural Change, 1877–1900

This section details some of the social and cultural changes in
the United States from 1877–1900.

Even though cities were growing like mushrooms, most
Americans lived in small towns or on farms during this period.
Seventy-five percent of the population lived in communities 
of 2,500 or less.

In an era when medical science was making some important
advances, contagious diseases like pneumonia, diphtheria, and
tuberculosis remained deadly. However, public health did get
better overall by about 1900 as medical care improved. 

Reflecting America’s British roots, Victorian moral codes were
the norm. The church remained a center of community life.
Modesty bordering on severe discomfort dictated heavy dark-
colored suits for men and the torture of corsets for women.
Children were to be seen but not heard. Endless recourse to
euphemism required one to refer to limbs rather than arms
and legs. Sex was sin. Women weren’t expected to enjoy it.
Men who did might seek clandestine assignations in “houses of
ill repute.” 

This period saw the rise of organized sports. Baseball (a cousin of
the English game of cricket) became America’s favorite 
pastime, and football was gaining enthusiastic fans. Broadway
became the center of American theatre as vaudeville (another
English cousin) entertained the masses. Board and card games
were favored at-home pastimes. 

Moralism informed reformist ideas. The Mugwumps tried 
to abolish corruption in politics. The Women’s Christian
Temperance Union (WCTU) railed against the evils of alcohol.
Anthony Comstock founded the Society for the Suppression of
Vice. He even managed to get Congress to pass the Comstock
Law of 1873, which sought to halt traffic in pornographic
materials. The law was largely unenforceable, but it gave some
Congressman fodder for their campaign rhetoric. 

At least among the middle classes, family life wrought by
industrialism featured the advent of the male breadwinner 
and the stay-at-home housewife. Increasingly, the family 
was separated from the world of work. 
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Women in search of empowerment attempted to find their
political voice. In that context, women often became social
activists. In 1873, Susan B. Anthony, one of those activists,
was fined $100 for attempting to vote. She thumbed her nose
at the fine and helped form the National American Woman
Suffrage Association in 1890. 

As women sought a voice and a place in American social life,
they became actively involved in advocating for public education.
In fact, women succeeded in feminizing the role of public
school teacher. 

Meanwhile, in a not-unrelated trend, the nation began to
grasp the value of higher education. Nearly 150 new institu-
tions of higher learning were founded between 1880 and
1900. In that context, the Morrill Land Grant Act of 1862
kicked into high gear. The act offered sizeable tracts of land
for states that would found agricultural and mechanical 
colleges. Today’s “grown up” land grant colleges include the
University of Illinois, Cornell, and Virginia Tech. Women
weren’t left out of the higher-education boom. New women’s
colleges founded in this period included Vassar (1865),
Wellesley (1875), and Radcliffe (1893).

The Stirrings of Reform

Two opposing strains of thought characterized an era of
social reform in late nineteenth-century America. An ideology
called social Darwinism was developed by the English sociolo-
gist Herbert Spencer. Misunderstanding Darwin’s concept 
of natural selection, he argued that social evolution was
characterized by “survival of the fittest.” As adopted in
American by Harvard sociologist William Graham Sumner,
social Darwinism implied that helping the poor and unfortu-
nate was pointless since such people were among society’s
“least evolved” members. 

Nineteenth-century social reform movements of various kinds
arose in opposition to social Darwinism. Reformers tended to
take note of the widening gap between rich and poor. In gen-
eral, social reformers, such as those who adopted the social
gospel, embraced the idea that economic equity should
accompany wealth production. In short, poverty was a mainly
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social problem, not a result of faulty inheritance. In that
regard, the development of settlement houses by Jane
Addams and others aimed—however naively—at bringing 
culture and education to the slums. After the financial
depression of 1893, a more reasoned and scientific approach
to problems of poverty gave rise to professional social 
workers. 

Before moving on the next chapter, be sure to read about Ellis
Island on pages 442–443 of your textbook. 

Decisions by the Supreme Court reinforced the racist oppression
of blacks—all across the nation, not just in the New South.
Read pages 460–463 of your textbook for a summary of the
Plessy v Ferguson (1896) decision. This famous decision
established the “separate but equal” doctrine that would 
finally be overturned in 1950. That decision, in Topeka Board
of Education v. Brown, ended legal segregation and initiated
the civil rights movement. 

Now, review the material you’ve learned in this study 
guide as well as the assigned pages in your textbook for
Assignments 14–19. Once you feel you understand the mate-
rial, complete Self-Check 9. Then check your answers with
those provided at the end of this study guide. If you’ve
missed any answers, or you feel unsure of the material,
review the assigned pages in your textbook and this study
guide. When you’re sure that you completely understand the
information presented in Assignments 14–19, complete your
examination for Lesson 3.
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Self-Check 9

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. Influenced by German universities, Johns Hopkins opened the nation’s first separate

graduate schools. 

______ 2. The doctrines of the Knights of Labor defined bankers, lawyers, and gamblers as 

producers. 

______ 3. Understanding the need to bring consumers and producers together, businesses spent

upward of $500 million on advertising by 1900. 

______ 4. New immigrants arriving in American in the 1800s were better educated than earlier

immigrants from the north and west of Europe. 

______ 5. The four main railroad trunk lines were meant to link Eastern seaports with the Great

Lakes and the Mississippi Valley. 

______ 6. As America became more industrialized and urbanized, middle-class family life became

more focused on the emotional significance of family ties.

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. Religious reformers adopted a _______ gospel aimed at helping end poverty while saving
souls. 

8. The _______ Riot in Chicago persuaded many that firm action should be taken to suppress
what was called “labor radicalism.” 

9. _______ was a founder of the National American Woman Suffrage Association. 

10. With the support of George Westinghouse, Nikola _______ invented a motor that would 
generate alternating current. 

11. In the 1870s and 1880s, the _______ moral code dictated patterns of dress and attitudes
toward sexuality. 

12. As steel companies grew larger, companies like Carnegie Steel took control of mining, 
processing, production, and marketing in a process called _______ integration. 

Check your answers with those on page 201.



Imperialism and the
Progressive Era

Lesson 4 presents Chapters 20 through 26. Complete each
assignment in this lesson, including the self-checks. When
you’ve completed the assignments in this lesson and feel
comfortable with the material presented, take the lesson
examination for Lesson 4.

ASSIGNMENT 20: POLITICAL
REALIGNMENTS IN THE 1890S 
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 20 in your textbook.

Politics of Stalemate

The economic and emotional suffering that accompanied the
depression of the 1890s had consequences. Rural hostility
toward the cities increased, as did widespread sentiments 
in favor of reform. 

Under the shadow of the Civil War, national politics were
shaped by sectional differences. In the South, the Democrats
were dominant. Democratic platforms emphasized states’
rights and limited central government. Republican platforms
emphasized the promotion of moral well-being and expanded
prosperity in service to national interests. Their influence was
greatest in New England and the Northeast industrial states.
Because the Democratic agenda attracted support from both
Southern and Northern voters, Democrats sustained majorities
in Congress from 1874 into the 1890s, save for one four-year
period. 

Because the parties were fairly evenly matched, elections
were close and legislative stalemate was typical at the federal
level. In general, Republican presidents had to contend with
a Democratic Congress. In this context, the states dominated
legislative innovations. In particular, state legislation aimed
at regulating the railroads, which was a major issue with
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farmers and commodity shippers who bore the brunt of oner-
ous rate discrimination imposed by the railroad companies.
When the state of Illinois passed a law aimed at regulating
railroad shipping rates, it was overturned by the Supreme
Court. This, in turn, spurred Congress to create the
Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) in 1887. The ICC 
did more than impose rate regulations on the railroads; it
became the template for executive-branch regulatory agencies
such as the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) and
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) that would
be created later on. 

To keep matters sorted out as you study this part of your
chapter, keep an eye out for what happened under the 
presidencies that followed Andrew Johnson’s tenure up 
to the election of Benjamin Harrison in 1888:

■ Rutherford B. Hayes, elected in 1876, struggled to
restore the credibility of the presidency. He ended 
military Reconstruction in the South but failed to 
establish a gold standard for U.S. currency. 

■ James A. Garfield, a Union army hero, tried to reduce
the tariff, reunite the Republican Party, and tend to 
U.S. economic interests in Latin America. However, the
new president was besieged by office seekers clamoring
for “payback” for their political support. One of these 
disgruntled office seekers shot him (July 2, 1881). 

■ After Garfield died in September of 1881, his vice president,
Chester A. Arthur, became president. Arthur modernized
the U.S. Navy and got the swift support of Congress for 
his Pendleton Act of 1883, which created the Civil Service
Commission. Henceforth, office seekers would get govern-
ment jobs based on a passing a nonpartisan civil service
exam. 

■ Grover Cleveland of New York was the first Democratic
president elected after the Civil War. He was honest,
stubborn, and hard working. Aiming to curtail the power
of the federal government, he passed more legislation
than all his predecessors combined. He also courted
intense Republican displeasure with his commitment 
to lowering the tariff. 
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Republicans in Power: 
The Billion-Dollar Congress

Republican displeasure with Cleveland’s stance on the tariff
goaded them to nominate Benjamin Harrison, who was a
defender of the tariff. Cleveland won the popular vote by a
90,000 margin, but Harrison won a plurality of electoral
votes. Be that as it may, the election of 1888 was a sweeping
national victory for the Republicans. Basking in that man-
date, Congress passed law after law while spending oodles on
grants and appropriations, thus the name the “billion-dollar
Congress.” Among its acts:

■ The McKinley Tariff Act raised the tariff on imported
goods. 

■ The Sherman Antitrust Act attempted to break up trusts
as being restrictive of free trade. Its stipulations were
defanged by the Supreme Court at that time, but the act
would be resurrected under Theodore Roosevelt. 

■ The Sherman Silver Purchase Act was a compromise with
factions in the South and West that favored free coinage
of silver. 

■ A federal election bill intended to enforce the Fifteenth
Amendment (guaranteeing voter rights for free males)
was defeated by the Democrats. 

The Rise of the Populist Movement 

Between 1870 and 1900, farmers around the globe were dis-
gruntled. Revolutions in transportation and communication
created an international system, which, as your textbook
states, couldn’t be controlled or even understood. However,
what struggling farmers perceived was exorbitant railroad
shipping rates, declining prices for their crops, and the
weight of mortgages on family farms. (Your textbook points
out that these complaints were only partly justified. Look for
reasons offered in your textbook that support that argument.)
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The response of American farmers to their situation was the
rise of an organized reform movement. Initially, this involved
the rise of a northern National Farmers’ Alliance in the plains
states of the West and the advent of a similar Southern Alliance
in the Southern states. In the summer of 1890, the latter
organization was joined by key plains states to create a 
major reform movement under the new name coined by the
Southern Alliance—the National Farmers’ Alliance and
Industrial Union. To understand the aims of this consolidated
organization, read about the Ocala Demands that emerged
from their convention in Florida on page 474 of your textbook.
(Hint: They included the free coinage of silver, the direct 
election of Senators, a federal income tax, and abolishing
import tariffs.)

At the behest of the Northern Alliance, a People’s, or Populist,
Party was created at Omaha, Nebraska, in July of 1892.
Leaders of both alliances embraced the new party and
endorsed the Ocala Demands as their platform. Their candi-
date for president, James B. Weaver of Iowa, obviously didn’t
win that office, but Populists were elected in state and local
elections. 

The Populist movement was short-lived, but it was, in its 
day, a major reform movement. More important, many of 
the Populist’s demands would end up influencing future
national policies as well as the broader labor movement. 

The Crisis of the Depression

The Panic of 1893 had an enormous impact on American
political sentiments. As unemployment and suffering mounted,
there was even talk of revolution. You’ll read about disgruntled
bands of the unemployed forming “armies,” such as Coxey’s
army, that attempted to march on Washington with lists of
demands (p. 476). However, the trauma of the depression 
was mainly reflected in the outbreak of worker strikes. A coal
miner’s strike led by the United Mine Workers shut down
bituminous coal mines in Pennsylvania in June of 1894. The
strikers most prone to violence were recent immigrants, the
so-called “new miners.” In any case, the strike turned public
sentiment against the miners.
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A strike by the American Railways Union (ARU) under the
labor activist Eugene Debs had begun a month earlier
against the Pullman Palace Car Company. The Pullman Strike
grabbed most of the headlines, even as the miners were
engaged in bloody contests with the coal companies. Because
ARU strikers refused to work on trains carrying Pullman
cars, the strike literally shut down the western half of the
nation. Goods couldn’t be shipped. Crops rotted on loading
platforms. It took the Army to restore order. The longer-term
effect of the Pullman Strike was the Supreme Court decision
(in re Debs, 1895), which legalized the use of federal injunc-
tions to shut down labor strikes. (Debs was sentenced to jail
for violating the injunction against the Pullman Strike.) 

Changing Attitudes

Grover Cleveland became a scapegoat for the country’s ills.
As a result, the Democrats were demolished in the election of
1894. The Populists made serious inroads in the South and
West in the election. However, for the most part, discontented
voters voted for Republicans, and the Republicans became
the nation’s dominant party. 

At that point, Americans were beginning to rethink old ideas.
For ever so long, poverty had been looked on as the result of
laziness and character flaws. Now, when just about everyone
knew hard-working people of good character who had lost
their jobs, people’s attitudes shifted. Republican arguments
in favor of government support for the needy gained 
adherents. 

The Depression of 1893 had other effects as well. Women
entered the workforce in increasing numbers, just to make
ends meet. The use of child labor increased. In the South,
approximately one-third of textile workers were children
under the age of 16.

Popular literature abandoned romantic themes popular dur-
ing and after the Civil War. Now, popular literature turned to
realism. Mark Twain’s acerbic wit and humor dared use
dialect to offer social critiques in novels like The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn. Theodore Dreiser’s
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novel Sister Carrie focused on the hard world of a real-life
protagonist. Stephen Crane tried to see war as it was in 
The Red Badge of Courage. 

The Presidential Election of 1896 

The election of 1896 is called the “battle of the standards.”
The candidates debated primarily about the proper standard
for U.S. currency. Should the value assigned to gold be the
only standard? Or, should currency be backed by both silver
and gold? In the contest between the Democrats and the
Republicans, the embattled Democrat Grover Cleveland 
was sidelined as the party split into pro-silver and pro-gold
factions. (Cleveland was pro-gold.) As it turned out, the con-
vention dumped Cleveland in favor of an eloquent firebrand
by the name of William Jennings Bryan—who was pro-silver. 

The Republican candidate, William McKinley, swept the field,
winning a clear victory over Bryan. And, after the 1896 elec-
tion, Republican administrations would rule well into the
early twentieth century. The one exception would be the
administration of Woodrow Wilson. After 1896, the pro-silver
wing of the Democratic Party became a sectional party of the
South and would remain so for decades. The term “Southern
Democrat” pretty much told it like it was. Another effect of
the election was the demise of the Populist Party, which had
thrown its support to Bryan because he was pro-silver. What
was left of the Populist agenda after the election would later
be adopted mainly by northern Democrats. 

The McKinley Administration

McKinley was an able president who was elected at a time
when the country was steadily recovering from the depression
of 1893. The Republicans under McKinley could credibly
claim to be the party of progress and prosperity. However,
during much of McKinley’s first term, he was preoccupied by
the Spanish-American War and the foreign policy issues
related to it, such as the annexation of Puerto Rico, the
Philippines, Hawaii, and Samoa. Even so, McKinley’s pledge
to embrace the gold standard was fulfilled when Congress
passed the Gold Standard Act in March of 1900. 
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McKinley won by a landslide in the election of 1900.
However, just months into his second term, on September 6,
1901, he was shot by an unemployed anarchist. McKinley
died on September 14, and Vice President Theodore Roosevelt
became the nation’s president.

Be sure to spend some time with the “Time Line” box on 
page 487 of your textbook to review key dates covered in this
chapter. 

ASSIGNMENT 21: TOWARD
EMPIRE
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 21 in your textbook.

America Looks Outward

Several factors drew Americans away from its traditional 
isolationism to consider expansion beyond the borders of the
Unites States. 

The end of the frontier was officially announced through the
decennial census of 1890. People worried about having fewer
opportunities to better their lot in life.

Factories and farms were producing more than could be
absorbed by the domestic market. Farmers and industrialists
began searching for foreign markets. Political leaders,
responding to the search for foreign markets, began to 
proclaim the virtues of imperialism. Religious expansionists
argued that it was the mission of the Anglo-Saxon people 
to “civilize” backward peoples.

Pseudoscientific rationalizations for imperial expansion 
were drawn from the ideas of social Darwinists such as the
German biologist Ernst Haeckel. Haeckel argued that “primitive”
(nonwhite) people were in arrested stages of development
because individual development paralleled societal develop-
ment. Various pundits proclaimed the superiority of the
Anglo-Saxon “race” in the context of “natural selection.”
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On the foreign policy front, basic attitudes were shaped
around the Monroe Doctrine. Efforts to extend trade into
Central and South America and the Caribbean were favored,
but foreign entanglements with European powers were to be
avoided. Expansion in the Americas was contemplated with
varying degrees of favor. At the extreme end, policy makers
like Secretary of State William Henry Seward were thinking
big. He envisioned annexing Mexico and Canada. In fact, his
purchase of Alaska was meant to sandwich western Canada
between American borders, north and south as prelude to
annexation. 

Aside from Seward’s imperial dreaming, the general consen-
sus was that America should make its presence known in the
Pacific in order to gain access to the apparently bottomless
markets of Asia in general and China in particular. So, Uncle
Sam’s eyes were strongly focused on Samoa in the far Pacific
and the “crossroads of the Pacific” at Hawaii.

War with Spain

Well before the Spanish-American War of 1898, American
leaders who favored imperialism understood two basic 
truisms. The first was that empires are all about expanding
markets for trade, mainly through access to sea lanes. The
second was that trade routes, coaling stations, and vital
ports must be defended against other powers with imperial
agendas. Therefore, a strong navy is a prerequisite of empire.
As it turned out, by 1898 the American navy was edging
toward becoming the world’s third largest. 

So-called yellow journalism didn’t start the Spanish-American
war. The inflammatory articles that appeared in New York
newspapers excoriated Spain for both real and fabricated
atrocities committed against Cuban insurgents seeking
national independence. But both Grover Cleveland and
McKinley, at least initially, proclaimed a policy of neutrality.

McKinley accepted Spain’s right to battle Cuban rebels, but
he was strongly critical of Spain’s inhuman treatment of
insurgents. McKinley reluctantly considered mobilization 
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as he detected insincerity in Spanish diplomatic maneuver-
ings. Even after the battleship Maine exploded in Havana
Harbor, he initially urged patience. 

However, the Maine incident so outraged American citizens
that McKinley asked Congress to fund emergency defense
appropriations. He then cabled Madrid with final terms.
Spain was to declare an armistice. Spain would end its cruel
reconcentration policy. Finally, McKinley offered to mediate
negotiations between Spain and the insurgents over the mat-
ter of Cuban independence. The Spanish reply mentioned no
armistice and didn’t comment on Cuban independence.
McKinley ordered full mobilization. 

McKinley’s war message to Congress on April 11 included the
Teller Amendment, which declared that the United States had
no intention of annexing Cuba. 

Fully one-fourth of the troops shipped out to Cuba were black.
Mainly, they came from posts in the West where they had been
engaged in the Indian wars. Racial rioting greeted black soldiers
stationed in Southern ports waiting for embarkation to Cuba.
In spite of that, black troops were crucial to the U.S. victory
in Cuba.

The war, which lasted just 10 weeks, led to American imperial
expansion, mainly because of stunning U.S. naval victories 
at Santiago de Cuba in the Caribbean and at Manila Bay 
in the Philippines. Great chunks of territory were suddenly
there for the taking, and American policy makers succumbed
to the temptations of empire.

The maps on page 501 of your textbook will help you better
understand the Spanish-American War theatres in the
Philippines and in the Caribbean. 

Acquisition of Empire

The Spanish-American War transformed America’s role in the
world. Under the Treaty of Paris, Spain recognized Cuban
independence, ceded Puerto Rico and Guam to the United
States, and sold the Philippines to the United States for a
price of $20,000,000. 
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However, as ratification of the treaty was furiously debated in
the Senate, a number of prominent Americans argued against
American expansion. Among them were Jane Addams, Mark
Twain, Andrew Carnegie, and William Jennings Bryan. These
and other opponents of American expansion supported the
Anti-imperialist League, which was formed in November 
of 1898. Its members were mainly New Englanders. By
February of 1999, final ratification by the Senate was shy by
two votes. At that point Washington learned of the guerrilla
war that had broken out in the Philippines. Pressure to ratify
the treaty was amped up, and the treaty was finally ratified
on February 6. 

Unrest continued in the Philippines. The Philippine-American
War raged between 1899 and 1902. The Filipino leader
Emilio Aguinaldo thought that the defeat of Spain should
mean Philippine independence. The Americans had other ideas.
It 
took Aguinaldo’s capture and the intervention of the American
envoy William Howard Taft to broker an agreement that
would give the Philippines its independence after a period 
of American colonial rule. Philippine independence would 
be delayed until July 4, 1946.

The Taft Commission set about building roads, bridges, and
schools across the Philippine islands. The Commission also
revised the Philippine judicial system, introduced public
health measures, and gradually encouraged Filipino involve-
ment in government. 

Between 1901 and 1904, Supreme Court decisions established
the principles of U.S. colonial rule. Colonists were to be denied
the rights and privileges of American citizenship—save as
Congress saw fit. The four territorial dependencies organized
under these principles included Alaska, Guam, Hawaii, and
Puerto Rico. Under the Foraker Act, civil government was estab-
lished in Puerto Rico. By 1917, Puerto Ricans were granted U.S.
citizenship.

Cuba was occupied by U.S. forces, which were to govern the
island until a proper civil government was formed by the
Cubans. As in the Philippines, America set about building
schools, roads, and bridges; establishing civil governance;
and improving public health. Under General Leonard Wood, 
a Cuban convention established a constitution based on the
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U.S. Constitution. However, at Wood’s insistence, the Cuban
constitution included the infamous Platt Amendment. As a
result, Cuba was ostensibly independent after U.S. troops 
left in May of 1902. But in fact, under the Platt Amendment,
armed intervention in Cuban affairs was permitted and U.S.
forces would occupy Cuba for extended periods in the twenti-
eth century. 

Before the Spanish-American War, Western policies toward
China recognized spheres of influence claimed by Germany,
France, England, Russia, and Japan. Exercising America’s
emerging role as a global power, McKinley planned an Open
Door policy that would grant all major powers equal access 
to Chinese markets. McKinley’s plan would be tested by the 
so-called Boxer Rebellion that erupted in 1900 when Chinese
rebels overran Beijing (then Peking). The rebellion was 
suppressed by troops from the United States, Germany, and
other powers. McKinley feared that Russia and other Western
nations would use the rebellion to expand their spheres of
influence. To avert that possibility, McKinley’s secretary of
state quickly dispatched diplomatic notes to the major 
powers. The notes reaffirmed the Open Door policy and
demanded recognition of China’s independence. The initiative
worked, perhaps because other powers didn’t want to invite
Admiral Dewey’s attention. In any case, thereafter, America
retained an advantageous position in trade with China. 

Compare the two maps on pages 503 and 505 of your text-
book. The first shows the extent of American Empire as of
1900. The map on page 505 shows the geographic locations of
global colonial empires in the same year. Notice the extent of
the British Empire at this point. 
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Self-Check 10

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. Emilium Aguinaldo was the Filipino leader who led the native insurgency during the

Philippine guerrilla War of 1899–1902. 

______ 2. Initially, the Interstate Commerce Commission was formed to investigate and regulate

railroad activities. 

______ 3. The Foraker Act of 1900 granted U.S. citizenship to the people of Puerto Rico. 

______ 4. William Jennings Bryan fought to establish the Gold Standard Act of 1900. 

______ 5. Mainly immigrants, the “new miners” argued for a nonviolent and peaceful settlement

of the Pennsylvania miners’ coal strike of 1894. 

______ 6. Approximately one-fourth of the American soldiers who fought in the Spanish-American

War were black. 

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. After the _______ Rebellion in China was suppressed, Secretary of State John Hay took quick
action to reassert America’s Open Door policy while insisting on the recognition of Chinese
independence. 

8. Passed during the administration of William Henry Harrison, the _______ Antitrust Act was the
first federal attempt to regulate business. 

9. The Spanish-American War lasted _______ weeks. 

10. As outlined in their Florida meeting, the _______ demands outlined the platform of the
National Farmer’s Alliance and Industrial Union. 

11. The _______ Amendment gave the United States the right to intervene in Cuban affairs after
Cuban independence was granted in 1902. 

12. In his novel _______, Theodore Dreiser tried to tell the truth about human affairs, portraying
people tossed around by forces beyond their control. 

Check your answers with those on page 201.
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ASSIGNMENT 22: 
THE PROGRESSIVE ERA
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 22 in your textbook.

Theodore Roosevelt coined the term muckraker in 1906. He
was referring to the advent of investigative journalists aimed
at searching out and exploring the underside of American
institutions and industries. They had a lot to write about,
and people were paying attention. Called progressivism, this
movement lasted from the mid-1890s through World War I.

The Changing Face of Industrialism 

The period between the 1890s and 1915 was marked by an
immense expansion of American industrialism. Borrowing
ideas from the Ransom E. Olds Car Company and the meat-
packing industry, Henry Ford invented the modern assembly
line. A few decades later, Aldous Huxley nailed the impor-
tance of this development in a work of fiction entitled Brave
New World. In that book, people of Huxley’s future divided
history into BF and AF. The “F,” of course, stood for Ford. 

Henry Ford introduced his “Tin Lizzie” Model T Ford in 1907.
It was a stripped down car that came in your choice of black
or black. Ordinary people could afford the Model T, and sales
topped 11,000 in the first year. By 1916, the Federal Aid
Roads Act required every state receiving federal funds to
establish a highway department committed to building and
maintaining state highways. The template for an American
car culture was now in place. 

Impressed by Ford’s innovations, all kinds of other industries
adopted assembly lines. As mass production became the indus-
trial norm, very large companies got larger by way of mergers
and the formation of trusts, which led to the rise of oligopolies.
An oligopoly exists when a handful of large companies dominate
an industry. For example, at one time, Ford, General Motors,
and Chrysler—the “Big Three” automakers—dominated the auto
industry. In the economic world of oligopolies, finance capitalists
like J. P. Morgan began to replace industrial capitalists. This
development sparked public debate over what should be done 
to reign in the trusts. 
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Standardized mass production aimed at producing products
that were all alike. Businesses sought ever higher production
efficiency. Giant companies began funding industrial research
laboratories to invent new products and increase production 
efficiency. In this light, a mechanical engineer, Frederick
Winslow Taylor, invented the concepts of scientific management,
mainly through time-and-motion studies. Taylor’s wide influence
convinced businesspeople that managers should control the
knowledge required to produce products and enforce top-down
norms of enforced standardization and forced cooperation. In
effect, workers weren’t independent agents, but pieces and 
parts of an industrial machine. 

These business practices had human consequences. In March 
of 1911, a fire devastated the Triangle Shirtwaist Company in
New York City. The woman workers were trapped because doors
had been locked to keep the workers in and labor organizers
out; 146 women were burned to death, trampled to death on
the narrow fire escape stairs, or killed as they leaped from
the building to the concrete below. Public demonstrations 
following the disaster forced the governor of New York to 
form a commission to look into improving worker safety 
and shortening the workweek. These kinds of ideas spread 
to other parts of a shocked nation. 

Society’s Masses

Four topics are discussed in this section (pages 519–524):
farmers, women and children in the workplace, the Niagara
Movement, and immigrants in the labor force.

Things got better for farmers as a result of more effective 
cultivation techniques and expanding urban markets. Rural
life, in general, improved. Rural free delivery (RFD) began in
1896, and mail of all kinds, including newspapers, began to
appear in rural mailboxes. By 1913, the advent of parcel post
meant rural people could order things from catalogs. Sears &
Roebuck prospered along with other mail order companies.
As all this was happening, federally funded dams, canals,
and other irrigation projects transformed agriculture in the
West, with California’s Central Valley becoming the nation’s
food basket. 
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The map on page 520 of your textbook shows the extent of 
irrigation efforts in the American West.

As women increasingly poured into the labor force, gender dis-
crimination tended to push them into particular kinds of jobs.
Secretaries, phone operators, retail store clerks, nurses, and
public school teachers were mostly single women. At the same
time, across the board, birthrates dropped, women began to
use birth control, and divorce rates soared. Meanwhile, partly
as a result of raised female voices, child labor, especially in
mines and in textile mills, began to shrink as states passed
compulsory education and minimum-age laws.

In 1905, black leaders met at Niagara Falls, New York, to 
discuss ways to expand economic opportunities for blacks,
end segregation, and establish equality before the law. The
Niagara Movement was led by the brilliant and charismatic
sociologist W. E. B. Dubois. Before long, it led to the found-
ing of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP). The NAACP quickly became the most impor-
tant civil rights organization in America. Along with the
National Urban League (founded in 1911), it pressured unions
and the government to take up the cause of black Americans.
These efforts weren’t terribly successful, but what started
small got stronger over the decades leading to 1950. 

Some 14.5 million immigrants poured into American between
1901 and 1920. Most of the new immigrants came from east-
ern and southern Europe, representing a complex mix of
ethnic and linguistic backgrounds. However, migration flowed
both ways. After working to earn money for their families, as
many as 50 percent of some groups returned to the Old
Country. As Chinese immigration was reduced greatly by 
discriminatory legislation, Japanese and Mexican immigra-
tion increased, especially in the Southwest and along the
Pacific coast. 

An intensified American nativist movement was the reaction
to these new immigrants. Theories of white-Anglo racial 
superiority were bandied about to rationalize contempt for
and discrimination against the new immigrants. In that 
context, the eugenics movement gained influence. The 
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pseudoscience of eugenics was aimed at sustaining “racial
purity.” In states like Virginia, laws were passed permitting
forced sterilization of targeted groups. 

Conflict in the Workplace

Work in factories and on assembly lines was intensely dehu-
manizing. Hours were long, wages were low, and managers
could order work speed-ups as they saw fit. As a result, strikes
and absenteeism soared, workers changed jobs often, and
worker productivity declined markedly, especially between 1915
and 1918. As the conflict between capital and labor intensified,
the American labor movement developed sinews and grim deter-
mination. 

Samuel Gompers’ American Federation of Labor (AFL) resisted
recruiting low-skill or unskilled workers. Therefore, as the
American middle class began to sense an urgent need for
labor reforms, millions of potential union members had no
place to turn.

Given that the AFL wouldn’t allow female membership,
Margaret Robins helped found the Women’s Trade Union
League in 1903. The WTUL never had many members, but 
it led efforts to educate the public on worker’s needs and
encourage legislation that protected women’s rights in the
workplace. 

The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)—popularly known
as the “Wobblies”—was formed in Chicago in 1905. The IWW
attempted to organize unskilled and foreign-born industrial
workers as part of the international worker’s movement.
Because the movement was a central tenet of the new Soviet
Union and other “red” activist labor movements across Europe,
alarmed capitalists tried to associate the IWW with “bomb-
throwing Bolsheviks.” Organizing a number of massive labor
strikes, the IWW made major gains for immigrant workers in
the Northeast, the Prairie states, and amid the mining and
timber industries of Appalachia and the South. The IWW
remained active into the mid-1920s. 

In reaction to labor unrest, big business turned to the new
behavioral sciences and to public relations efforts to improve
the public image of corporations. Industrial psychology aimed
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at managing work relations as well as worker productivity.
However, the most striking initiative came in 1914 when
Henry Ford raised worker wages to $5 a day, reduced the
workday from 9 to 8 hours, and established a personnel
department to place workers in jobs suited to their skills.
Ford’s ideas caught on in other industries because they made
business sense. How could you develop a mass consumer
market if the masses didn’t have money to spend or sufficient
leisure time to go shopping? 

The New Urban Culture

Overall, between 1900 and 1920, the quality of life improved
for most Americans. More people sought their place in the
professions—law, medicine, engineering, and teaching. The
growing middle class had enough time and money to be lured
into consumerism by the burgeoning advertising industry.
Meanwhile, standardization and mass production in the 
textile and clothing industries provided store-bought attire 
for all. The middle-class man or woman on the street could
more or less emulate the tailored sartorial affectations of 
the upper classes. 

The rise of colossal cities demanded new ways to control and
plan city development. Between 1909 and 1915, Los Angeles
established zoning ordinances aimed at specifying residential,
commercial, and industrial parts of the city. The giant metropo-
lises—New York, Philadelphia, and Chicago—would develop
similar ideas about urban planning. In those cities, a “con-
centric ring” pattern tended to emerge. The central part 
of the city separated industrial, commercial-financial, and 
working-class neighborhoods. The outer rings organized 
residential and mixed zones. Middle-class residential zones
tended to be closer to the urban center than upscale residential
zones in the outermost ring. Mixed zones featured limited
commercial and residential development. For example, stores,
restaurants, and shops were interspersed among rows of
town houses that, in turn, were divided into ethnic enclaves
of mainly working-class and lower-middle-class people. 
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Much of this section is an exploration of cultural change that
accompanied America’s expanding urbanization during the
early twentieth century. You should enjoy learning a bit
about popular pastimes and new development in entertain-
ment (such as movie houses). You may also be fascinated by
developments in the arts and in literature. Frankly, however,
you’ll get a much better sense of early twentieth century in
America by delving a bit deeper into your studies of both art
and literature. View the art. Read some of the books. 

You’ll find a superb introduction to the character and spirit of
this era in Ragtime, a remarkable novel by E. L. Doctorow. 

ASSIGNMENT 23: FROM
ROOSEVELT TO WILSON IN THE
AGE OF PROGRESSIVISM 
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 23 in your textbook.

The Spirit of Progressivism

As the word itself proclaims, progressivism is a belief in progress.
Its advocates believe that the better side of human nature can
be nurtured by understanding people’s environments and
improving them. Progressives of the early twentieth century
believed that the truth could, indeed, set people free. All 
that was needed was a will to identify the social forces that
generated crime, poverty, and other kinds of social problems.
When facts are known and shared, reason can guide us to
making life better by making society better. 

The growth of the professions—law, medicine, teaching, 
professional management, engineering, and social work—
provided the leadership for progressive initiatives. In that
context, between 1890 and 1920 hundreds of organizations
and associations were formed to address all kinds of social
ills. Among these were professional organizations like the
American Medical Association, the National Education
Society, and the National Federation of Settlements, which
established standards and acted as gatekeepers for those
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aspiring to professional careers. Business leaders formed
organizations like the National Association of Manufacturers,
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and the National Farm
Bureau Federation. 

The earliest phase of the progressive movement began in cities
where social workers were striving to better conditions in urban
slums. Their efforts attracted ministers, intellectuals, lawyers,
and other social workers into a broader social justice movement
aimed at a wide variety of social problems. In 1900, a young
social worker, Lawrence Veiller assembled a tenement house
exhibition. It included models, charts, statistical graphs, and
thousands of photographs that correlated poverty and disease
with housing conditions. Inspired by Veiller’s findings, then-gov-
ernor of New York, Theodore Roosevelt, appointed the New York
State Tenement House Commission to study and address the
tenement housing problems. 

A progressive moral purity crusade was aimed at banning 
the use of alcohol. Led by the powerful Women’s Christian
Temperance Union (WCTU), the movement led to the
Eighteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which banned the
manufacture or sale of alcoholic beverages across the nation. 

The women’s suffrage movement that had been simmering
since 1884 gathered steam. Led by the activism of the now
united National Women Suffrage Association and the American
Woman Suffrage Association, the Nineteenth Amendment was
ratified in 1902. At last, women had the vote.

The map on page 541 of your textbook shows the status of
women’s suffrage before 1920. Why do you suppose women
got the vote earliest in the Mountain West states of Wyoming,
Utah, Colorado, and Idaho? 

Be sure to spend some time thinking about William James’ 
philosophy of pragmatism. Basically, pragmatism can be thought
of as daring to question old ideas in order to discover plans and
solutions that actually work. Note that John Dewey, a highly
influential educator of the progressive era, adopted James’ prag-
matism. He argued that education should minimize rote learning
in favor of cooperative learning, personal growth, free inquiry,
and creativity. Think about how these ideas express progressive
pragmatism. 
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The political philosophy of socialism and the influence of the
Socialist Party, led by Eugene Debs, expanded greatly in the
first two decades of the twentieth century. At one time, there
were socialist mayors in thirty-two American cities. 

Reform in the Cities and States 

Progressives saw the federal government as an agent of
change. As a result, to the extent of progressive influence,
federal power increased along with the power of the chief
executive. Progressives also believed that facts and reason
marshaled by experts could solve problems and that profes-
sional experts should staff government agencies. In that light,
agencies and commissions proliferated at every level—city,
state, and federal. Social reform agencies and organizations
created models for the development of expanding cities. From
about the 1890s to 1920, virtually every state developed com-
missions to regulate prices, taxes, and corporate behavior. As
progressives promoted citizen involvement in politics, they
adopted measures to make officeholders more responsive to
the popular will, such as initiatives that allowed voters to
propose new laws, referendums that allowed voters to accept
or reject laws at the ballot box, and recall measures that
allowed citizens a way to get elected officials thrown out of
office. To expand the role of the electorate, progressives
backed the direct election of senators and direct primary
elections for nominating candidates. 

A paradox of the progressive era was a steady decline in 
voter turnout. In that context, government policies were
increasingly determined by interest groups—progressive and
otherwise. That pattern remains to this day. 

The Republican Roosevelt 

Recall that Theodore Roosevelt assumed the presidency after
McKinley was shot. Roosevelt was an aggressive, active presi-
dent who saw the presidency as a “bully pulpit” for shaping
public opinion. Outraging Southerners, he appointed several
blacks to public office. However, soon thereafter he regressed
to his personal view of blacks as inferior human beings.
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In the context of regulating trusts, Roosevelt persuaded
Congress to create the Department of Commerce and Labor. 
It included a Bureau of Corporations, which was empowered
to investigate businesses engaged in interstate commerce. 
His administration’s antitrust suits took on Standard Oil, 
the beef trust, the American Tobacco Company, and DuPont.
Although depicted as the “trust buster,” Teddy Roosevelt 
was selective in his view of the trusts; he saw some trusts 
as “good” and others as “acting in restraint of trade.” In fact,
his successor William Howard Taft brought far more antitrust
suits again the trusts than did Roosevelt. 

Roosevelt saw government as an honest and impartial broker
in disputes among powerful interests. In that context, in the
election of 1904, he referred to his mediation of a devastating
coal strike as having provided both sides a “square deal.”

Roosevelt Progressivism at Its Height 

During his second term, Theodore Roosevelt initiated a
sweeping reform program. In 1903 and 1904, determined 
to regulate the railroads, Roosevelt successfully pushed
Congress to increase the power of the Interstate Commerce
Commission. His main achievement in that regard was the
passage of the Hepburn Act of 1906. 

Heavily inspired by muckrakers, Roosevelt oversaw two
important laws for regulating the food and drug industries.
The Meat Inspection Act of 1906 was his response to Upton
Sinclair’s book The Jungle, which explored the horrors of the
meatpacking industry. The Pure Food and Drug Act was largely 
a response to muckrakers investigating patent medicines and
problematic food additives.

Working in tandem with Gifford Pinchot, head of the Forest
Service, Roosevelt’s conservation measures were radical. He
also placed power sites, coal-rich regions, oil reserves, and a
national forest under public domain. 

Spend some time with the map on page 549 of your textbook
to get a geographic overview of Teddy Roosevelt’s conservation
efforts.



American History134

Toward the end of his second term, Roosevelt’s increasingly 
strident attacks on “malefactors of great wealth” led to a major
split between conservative and progressive Republicans. That
split would lead to a major party insurgency that would impact
the presidency of Roosevelt’s hand-picked successor, William
Howard Taft, and lead to a major political reversal of fortunes
in the election of 1912. 

The Ordeal of William Howard Taft 

There are two interesting aspects of Taft’s troubled presi-
dency. First was the widening split between Roosevelt and
Taft. This resulted in large measure from Taft’s gradual 
shift toward compromise with the conservative wing of the
Republican Party. As that happened, progressive Republicans
decried what they saw as betrayal. Second, for better or for
worse, two major amendments were ratified. The Sixteenth
Amendment, allowing the federal government to impose
income taxes, was proposed in 1909 and ratified in 1913. Six
months later, the Seventeenth Amendment was ratified, which
realized a major progressive goal—the public election of U.S.
Senators. 

The election of 1912 was a fascinating four-way struggle.
Having sufficiently allied himself with conservative republi-
cans, Taft controlled the Republican Party machinery to
garner the presidential nomination. Teddy Roosevelt, calling
on Republican progressives, established a new Progressive
Party, also called the Bull Moose Party, to run on a New
Nationalism platform. The Socialist Party backed Eugene
Debs as its presidential nominee. The Democratic Party 
nominee, Woodrow Wilson, ran on a program he called the
New Freedom.

Woodrow Wilson’s New Freedom 

On his inauguration, Wilson “hit the ground running” to
enact his legislative program. His “big three” successes were 

■ The Underwood Tariff Act of 1913, which lowered tariffs
by about 15 percent; removed duties form sugar, wool,
and some other consumer goods; and introduced modest
income taxes.
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■ The Federal Reserve Act of 1913, which was the key
achievement of Wilson’s administration. It created
America’s peculiarly private-public centralized banking
system. The Federal Reserve Board, appointed by the
president, makes monetary policy through governing 
the twelve privately owned Federal Reserve Banks. 

■ The Clayton Antitrust Act of 1914, which outlawed inter-
locking directorates and unfair trade practices. The
Clayton Act also led to the establishment of the powerful
Federal Trade Commission (FTC). The FTC was active 
in breaking up monopolies and investigating business
activities that restrained competition among industries. 

Interlocking directorates occur when major corporate players
from related industries have seats on the boards of directors of
ostensibly competing companies. For example, a director of Oil
Company A might also be on the boards of Oil Companies B
and C. Among other things, interlocking directorates encourage
price-fixing agreements in restraint of competitive trade.

As war broke out in Europe in 1914, Republicans made 
substantial gains in Congress. However, Wilson blocked 
progressive Republican initiatives aimed at regulating child
labor and providing fair minimum wages to working women.
He permitted segregationist policies to inform White House
positions on African American rights. However, he ingratiated
labor in his proactive response to the Ludlow massacre in
Colorado. In that event, state militia and company thugs
murdered twenty-one men, women, and children in an effort
to suppress a strike led by the United Mine Workers. Wilson
ordered federal troops to restore order while worker griev-
ances were negotiated. He also intervened to help avert a
threatened railway strike. 

With the election of 1916 looming, Wilson changed course in two
ways: He drifted toward progressive New Nationalism initiatives.
He also used diplomatic initiatives to convince voters that he
was sincere in his promise to keep isolationist America out of
the war in Europe. 
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Self-Check 11

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. The most important domestic law passed under the Wilson administration was the

Clayton Antitrust Act. 

______ 2. The Women’s Trade Union League helped organize women into trade unions. 

______ 3. After the devastating hurricane of 1900, the city of Galveston, Texas, initiated the 

commission form of city government. 

______ 4. W. E. B. DuBois and Booker T. Washington collaborated on a gradualist approach to

bettering the lot of black Americans. 

______ 5. U.S. Steel worked with foreign companies to fix the price of steel rails. 

______ 6. Federal troops were responsible for the massacre of striking coal miners in Ludlow,

Colorado. 

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. William James’ philosophy of _______ maintained that truth should work for the individual. 

8. A/An _______ exists when a small number of large companies control an industry. 

9. During the presidential campaign of 1904, Theodore Roosevelt claimed that his actions in
resolving a Pennsylvania coal strike provided a “_______ deal” to both sides of the dispute. 

10. The _______ School of artists focused on the excitement and gritty details of urban life. 

11. American Women got the right to vote in federal elections with the passage of the ________
Amendment. 

12. Migrants who worked in the United States temporarily, more or less commuting back and forth
from their native countries, were called _______ of _______. 

Check your answers with those on page 202.
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ASSIGNMENT 24: 
THE NATION AT WAR
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 24 in your textbook.

A New World Power

Following the Spanish-American War, U.S. foreign policy was
aggressive and nationalistic, particularly in the Caribbean
and Latin America, but also in East Asia. A key example was
Theodore Roosevelt’s successful campaign to build a canal
across the Isthmus of Panama. After the Colombian Senate
nixed a deal with Roosevelt for leasing land to build the
canal, Roosevelt encouraged Panamanian insurgents to
declare independence from Colombia. That’s what they did,
with a little help from the American Navy. Roosevelt then
made a canal deal with the newly created Republic of
Panama. 

Another example of aggressive foreign policy was the Roosevelt
Corollary of the Monroe Doctrine. When the Dominican Republic
defaulted on its debt to European powers, Roosevelt loudly
proclaimed that Latin American states must keep their finances
in order, or the United States would intervene. The United
States then took charge of the Dominican Republic’s finances.
By 1904, the United States had claimed the Dominican
Republic, Panama, and Cuba as protectorates. 

The list of U.S. interventions in the Caribbean and all across
Latin America is long. Keep in mind that the Roosevelt Corollary
shaped U.S. foreign policy in this entire region until Franklin
Roosevelt established his “Good Neighbor” policy after 1933.

Foreign Policy under Wilson

Both Woodrow Wilson and Secretary of State William Jennings
Bryan were babes in the woods when it came to foreign policy.
Both were idealists and moralists who felt that colonialism, 
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militarism, and war were bad ideas. In that light, they were
determined to pursue moral diplomacy, even as Roosevelt
Corollary practices were continued in Latin America.

Affairs in Mexico revealed the gaping holes in Wilson and
Bryan’s notions of moral diplomacy. The story is a bit compli-
cated, but what you need to keep in mind as you learn a bit
more about Mexican history is that Wilson’s good intentions
didn’t amount to sound foreign policy. Wilson wanted to 
promote Mexican political and agrarian reform. What he
ended up doing was destabilizing Mexican politics and nearly
causing a war with Mexico. In the end, General Pershing 
hadn’t even been able to track down a Mexican revolutionary
who had murdered Americans in border raids. Pancho Villa
got away. Soon John J. “Blackjack” Pershing would have
other matters to attend to—in Europe. 

The map on page 567 of your textbook summarizes U.S. 
activity in the Caribbean in the early late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Among other items of interest, notice the
periods of U.S. occupation in Cuba. 

Toward War

The Great War, which came to be called World War I, was
sparked on June 28, 1914 when a Serbian nationalist mur-
dered the Archduke Ferdinand and his wife Sophia in the city
of Sarajevo. Ferdinand was heir to the throne of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. Strident diplomatic notes flew back and
forth across Europe. The immense armies that had been
building up in Europe were mobilized as treaties of alliance
were activated. 

The primary Central Powers were Germany, the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, and the Ottoman Empire (Turkey). 
The primary Allied Powers were France, Great Britain, and
Russia. The war began in August of 1914 as Kaiser Wilhelm’s
army violated Belgian neutrality and wheeled south toward
Paris. The advance was stopped during the First Battle of the
Marne. It soon became clear that modern artillery, barbed
wire, mines, and machine guns favored defensive positions.
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As a result, a static Western Front, consisting of labyrinths 
of trenches, extended from the Belgian coast to the Swiss
border. 

As the war of attrition along the Western Front basically
wiped out a generation of Western Europe’s finest between
1914 and 1917, America insisted on isolationism. As you’ll
learn in your textbook, troubles at sea were America’s main
concerns. But even the sinking of the Lusitania wasn’t enough
to push American into the war. Wilson was re-elected in
1916, on the slogan, “He kept us out of war.”

The Wilson administration wouldn’t be pushed toward mobi-
lization until 1916, after Germany declared open season for
submarine warfare. All merchant shipping, including shipping
from neutral America, was to be targeted. After several American
ships were sunk, Wilson finally called Congress for a special 
session on April 2, 1917, to ask for a declaration of war on 
the Central Powers. The declaration of war was provided. 

The map on page 573 of your textbook will help you get a 
geographic feel for the nation-state participants in World War I.
Italy and Russia are counted among the Allied powers. In fact,
Italy changed sides early on, dropping out of an earlier “Triple
Alliance.” Note the armistice line in the east. It marks the end
of Russian involvement resulting from the Bolshevik revolution
of 1917.

Over There

Once war was declared, feverish patriotism swept America.
The war was to be fought to protect democracy; it was to be
the war to end wars. Furthermore, the perils of war were to
be democratically dispensed. Under the Selective Service Act
of May 1917, 2.8 million men would be inducted into the
armed services. 

General Pershing commanded the American Expeditionary
Force (AEF) that embarked for France in 1917. Numerically,
the American contribution was relatively small. However,
American military actions were significant in the Second
Battle of the Marne—at Chateau-Thierry and Belleau Wood—
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in March of 1918. American action clearing the St. Michel
Salient in September was also crucial to the break out 
along the Western Front. 

In a more general strategic sense, the sudden arrival of
upwards of 2 million fresh-faced Americans reinvigorated
Allied efforts while forcing Germany to sense looming defeat.
The sheer psychological impact of the sudden arrival of the
“Yanks”—not to mention tons and tons of war materiel from
American farms and factories—boosted the morale of the
French and British Allies. 

Over Here

Democracies aren’t suited for total war. Rights of free speech
and dissent are largely drowned as enemies are demonized.
Authoritarian organization becomes a paramount necessity
for marshalling labor and resources. Social relations are dis-
rupted. Patriotism becomes a sort of civil religion. So, not
surprisingly, all of these things shaped American’s experience
of World War I. 

The Wilson administration went all out to shape public opinion
and engineer consensus. One of Wilson’s first acts was the
creation of the Committee on Public Information (CPI). George
Creel, an outspoken progressive journalist, hired thousands
of people from the arts, advertising, and the film industry to
publicize the war. He persuaded the press to engage in voluntary
censorship. 

As the propaganda shaped public opinion, super-patriot groups
became brutal vigilantes. Beethoven and Brahms vanished
from symphonic repertoires. People of German ancestry were
attacked, harassed, and sometimes murdered. Radical anti-
war dissenters were in danger for their very lives. So were
socialists, especially during the Red Scare that followed the
war in 1919. 

Wilson encouraged the repression, asking Congress to pass
the Espionage Act of 1917. They complied. Now people could
be sentenced to prison for 20 years for encouraging disloyalty
or even appearing to support America’s newfound enemies.
Not to be outdone, Congress passed the Sedition Act of 1918.
Harsh penalties could now be imposed on anyone foolish
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enough to express negative opinions of the government or 
the war. Habeas corpus and due process as required under
the Fourteenth Amendment were abandoned. 

Race riots and lynching greeted returning black veterans 
of the war. Forty-two thousand of these men had been in
combat. They fought back, and some of these black-white
conflicts got very scary. 

Functional adjustments of the war effort included cooperative
alignments between big business and the government. The
War Industries Board, headed up by millionaire Bernard
Baruch, oversaw all factory production. Herbert Hoover 
oversaw the Food Administration, capably managing food 
production and distribution at home and abroad. 

The immense demand for labor led to government-labor
alignments. They weren’t as cozy as those with big business,
but they did include the creation of the War Labor Board,
which standardized wages and hours while allowing unions
limited rights to strike. 

The demand for labor also encouraged about a half million
blacks to migrate from the South to industrial centers in the
Northeast and Midwest. They mainly remained after the war
to become urban residents of America’s inner cities. 

The map on page 580 of your textbook gives you a geographic
overview of African American migration, mainly from South to
North, between 1910 and 1920.

The Treaty of Versailles 

Wilson wanted the Great War to be the last war. Yet, in spite 
of Wilson’s considerable efforts, Great Britain and France 
dismissed the American president’s idealism. They rejected 
his Fourteen Points, and the terms of the final treaty signed 
in Paris imposed punitive conditions on Germany. The nation
was forbidden to rearm. Far worse, the treaty required Germany
to pay exorbitant sums in reparations. The harsh terms of
the Treaty of Versailles all but assured the outbreak of World
War II. 
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Wilson’s dream of a League of Nations was never really real-
ized. The League was formed, but because the U.S. Senate
refused to ratify, the League treaty the organization was
essentially toothless and ineffectual. 

Take a look at the map on page 584 of your textbook to see
how the Great War changed the face of Europe. 

World War I was a total war on a global scale. It radically
changed the map of Europe while leaving a traumatized 
lump in the hearts and minds of millions—both in Europe
and America. The massive casualties and horrible extent 
of destruction between 1914 and 1918 induced a sort of
delayed traumatic response in America. You might say that
the “roar” of the “Roaring Twenties” was a mixed symphony
of social rebellion and disillusion. 

The “Time Line” box on page 585 will help you sort out key
dates from 1901 to 1920.

ASSIGNMENT 25: TRANSITION TO
MODERN AMERICA
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 25 in your textbook.

The Second Industrial Revolution 

The industrial revolution of the late 1890s made America one 
of the world’s richest and most developed nations. A second
industrial revolution in the 1920s centered on the production 
of consumer goods. The automobile topped the “to buy” list, but
other kinds of items were also in great demand. As advertising
became more pervasive and sophisticated, people began to feel
that the “good life” required washing machines, vacuum clean-
ers, refrigerators, and electric ranges. Meanwhile, relatively 
good wages and more humane workweeks provided people
leisure time to be amused and informed by commercial radio,
phonograph records, and motion pictures. In the latter case, 
the introduction of Hollywood’s “talkies” around 1920 created
ever more interest in films and film celebrities. 
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The new consumer goods economy would give Americans the
highest standard of living in the world. However, the new
economy was inherently unstable due to the widening gap
between rich and poor, a mounting pile of consumer debt,
and the saturation of consumer goods markets as production
began to exceed demand.

City Life in the Jazz Age

By 1920, more than half of Americans lived in cities with
populations greater than 2,500. A fair proportion of these
folks lived in glittering metropolises like New York and
Chicago. A distinguishing feature of burgeoning American
cities was the skyscraper. As land prices soared in cities, it
became cheaper to build up rather than horizontally. Indeed,
skyscrapers became the “signature” of urban growth and
prosperity. Metropolitan life tended to dissolve older social
ties to community, church, and family. People who could
manage the anonymity and breathless excitement of the city
adapted well. Others experienced city life as lonely and
impersonal. As city life dissolved old standards, family life-
patterns were challenged: divorce rates increased, families
became smaller, and women began to question their social
roles. 

Especially within the expanding middle class, whose young
people spent much of their youth in school, adolescence took
on a new complexion. Young people who would have
assumed already adult roles on the farm were caught in a
sort of limbo between childhood and adulthood. 

With respect to traditional moral standards, generational
change, and the “invention of adolescence,” young urbanites
were inclined to adopt rebellious attitudes. A new “youth 
culture” emerged that was based on fun for fun’s sake and
experimental sexual explorations encouraged by America’s
car culture. In that context, young women felt empowered to
express themselves by bobbing their hair, talking openly
about sex, binding their breasts, and smoking cigarettes. It
was the age of the “flapper.” 
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An important aspect of the 1920s, especially among urbanites,
was a flourishing of the arts. The era witnessed the Harlem
Renaissance in New York City, led by W. E. B. Du Bois, and
a host of marvelous poets, including Langston Hughes.
Indeed, there was an explosion of literary creativity. This was
the age of the great poet T. S. Eliot. It was the age of novel-
ists like F. Scott Fitzgerald, Willa Cather, Ernest Hemingway,
and Sinclair Lewis, who gave us the undying satirical tales of
Babbitt and Elmer Gantry. In theatre, it was the era of
Eugene O’Neill and Maxwell Anderson. An interesting aspect
of this literary period was its critical tone. Nearly all these
writers either satirized or decried the hollow individualism,
conspicuous consumption, and materialism of the Roaring
Twenties. 

The Rural Counterattack

An important feature of the 1920s was a “culture gap” between
rural people and city-dwellers. The patriotic conformity of the
war years nested and lingered in rural America. The American
Legion strived to uproot “un-American” attitudes and behavior.
The Red Scare of 1919 was a reaction to the international labor
movement, as it became increasingly associated with the
Bolshevik Revolution in Russia. Violent strikes were blamed 
on “anarchists” and “Reds.” Moderate socialists were labeled
communists. 

Well-intentioned sentiments that led to prohibition and the
Volstead Act of 1920, which implemented it, led to rural
efforts to impose prohibition on the cities. These efforts only
deepened the rural-urban divide as city dweller reacted to 
the Volstead Act with utter contempt for the law and the 
government. In fact, it was due to pressure from urbanites
that prohibition was finally ended in 1933. 

The resurrection of the Ku Klux Klan in 1915 was the most
frightening face of the rural counterattack. The new Klan was
no longer simply aimed at white supremacy over blacks. The
new version of the Klan targeted Catholics, Jews, “foreign
alien” immigrants, and women who dared to be influenced by
the new morality. 
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A political result of the rural counterattack was legislation
limiting immigration, as embodied in the National Origins
Quota Act (1924). Under the act, immigration from Europe
was limited to 150,000 a year, and preference was given to
Europeans from Ireland, Britain, Germany, and Scandinavia.

Politics of the 1920s

The political scene in the 1920s was influenced by the cul-
tural divide between urban and rural America. As Wilson’s
presidency ended, Republicans regained the presidency with
the election of Warren G. Harding of Ohio. Harding was a dig-
nified, handsome man who seemed to represent small-town
America. However, his administration was discredited by the
Teapot Dome Scandal, which came to light after Harding died
of a heart attack in 1923.

Harding was replaced by his vice president, Calvin Coolidge,
a New Englander. Given the prosperity of the 1920s, Calvin’s
apparent dignity, integrity, and attitude of benign federal
neglect pleased the public. He was easily elected to a full
term in 1924. 

After Coolidge announced that he wouldn’t run for another
term, Herbert Hoover became his logical successor. Hoover
was without doubt the most able of these three presidents.
He was an accomplished and wealthy engineer, intelligent
and hardworking, who felt that business and government
should act in partnership. He was the epitome of the self-
made rugged individualist. 

The Democratic Party started the 1920s in disarray and then
steadily gained new strength, as demonstrated in the election
of 1928 when a Catholic candidate, Al Smith of New York,
lost the election to Hoover but managed to gain electoral
majorities among urban voters of the great cities. The ground
was being laid for the return of the Democrats under Franklin
Delano Roosevelt. 
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ASSIGNMENT 26: FRANKLIN D.
ROOSEVELT AND THE NEW DEAL
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 26 in your textbook.

The Great Depression

The dramatic stock market crash of 1929 was devastating 
for investors, but it wasn’t the underlying cause of the Great
Depression. The main factor was failure to provide wage
increases as productivity increased.. Many people had bought
durable goods, such as cars and vacuum cleaners, but there
was still a large number of consumers who needed such items.
Their wages didn’t rise at a rate which would allow them to
make such purchases. Supply eventually far outpaced demand.
Pages 614–616 of your textbook detail the various causes of the
Great Depression and its initial effects on the American public.

A capitalist economic system can be thought of as a cyclical
flow of money. Basic resources are extracted and harvested.
Those resources are then processed, marketed, and pur-
chased by consumers. Consumption is resource acquisition
for immediate needs (food), long-term needs, or some form of
satisfaction, such as social approval. The efficiency, scale,
and scope of the money flow are a direct function of the 
technological level of transportation and communication. 

Deflections from the main money-flow current include
hoarded income (money not spent), credit defaults, accrued
interest on borrowed money, and money drained away from
the main flow by speculators. Speculation produces money
without producing actual wealth, save for the portion of it
used for purchases or added to capital. Basically, speculation
is gambling. For example, speculators buy stock at a given
price then sell it for a profit if the stock value rises. 

In a capitalist system, interest accrued on loans, profits from
production, and gains from speculation tend to end up in 
the hands of people who control capital; that is, as the main
money cycle goes round and round, more and more of it ends
up in the hands of the wealthy while proportionally less and
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less of it is distributed among producers who depend on sell-
ing agricultural commodities (farmers) or workers who live 
on wages apportioned by the controllers of capita. As a
result, there’s a general tendency for wages and basic com-
modity prices to fall as the rich get richer and the poor get
poorer. That is one of the primary paradoxes of capitalism.
Another is the inevitable boom-and-bust cycle resulting from
fluctuations in supply and demand. A severe “bust” is called
a depression. A depression is what happens when the money
flow cycle is severely disrupted. 

The figure on page 616 of your textbook shows the rise and
fall of unemployment between 1929 and the outset of World
War II. 

Fighting the Depression

Herbert Hoover was an able president. And although he 
didn’t favor government intervention to regulate the excesses
of big business, he can’t be blamed for the Great Depression.
It just happened to pop up on his watch. His response to the
crisis was voluntarism: Industrialists and bankers would
cooperate to keep money flowing. State and local charities
should care for the needy. Later, he went beyond voluntarism
toward direct government action. His Federal Farm Board
made loans to farmers. His Reconstruction Finance
Corporation lent money to financial institutions and 
insurance companies to forestall bankruptcies. 

Nevertheless, his popularity, such as it was, took a big hit
when, in 1932, he had to contend with ragged veterans who
had gathered in Washington, D.C. They were there, living in
shacks and tents, to demand promised bonus checks from
the government. Hoover ordered General Douglas MacArthur
to mount an armed attack against the bonus army. The
attack was brutal. The bonus army episode wasn’t one of
America’s shining moments. 

In his bid for the presidency, Franklin Delano Roosevelt
aimed at rallying the Democratic Party behind a plan to 
deal with the Great Depression. His election would shape
American politics for decades. 
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Spend some time with the famous FSA photo on page 619 of
your textbook. The photo remains an icon of the desperate
1930s and a memorable illustration of the power of imagery.
That said, the width and depth of human suffering during the
Depression was incalculable. 

Roosevelt and Reform

Franklin Delano Roosevelt took the oath of office on March 4,
1933. Over the next 100 days, he persuaded the Democratic
Congress to launch a series of major legislative initiatives.
Among these were

■ The creation of the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA),
which would provide jobs and electric power to a seven-
state region on the Southeast. Dams and power stations
stretched from far southwest Virginia to Alabama,
Tennessee, and western Kentucky. 

Look at the small map on page 622 of your textbook to get a
sense of the areas impacted by the TVA.

■ The National Recovery Administration (NRA), which was
intended to create partnerships among business, govern-
ment, and labor to spur economic recovery. The NRA
wasn’t very effective. And, in any case, it was declared
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in 1935. 

■ The Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA), which
raised farm income by paying farmers to take land out 
of production. The subsidies boosted farm income and
increased farm commodity prices. Although the AAA 
was stuck down by the Supreme Court, Congress simply
modified the original legislation to keep the farm subsidy
program going for decades. 

Unlike Hoover, Roosevelt wasn’t averse to direct government
support. After the 100 days, economic relief legislation did
much to meet the immediate needs of the unemployed.
Significant programs included the following: 

■ The Reconstruction Finance Corporation Act was passed in
May of 1933. Under the leadership of Harry Hopkins,
one in six Americans had received a relief check by the
end of 1933.
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■ The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) enlisted young
men from city families to work on the nation’s public
lands. They planted trees, built bridges, and paved
roads. 

■ The major commitment to work relief came in 1935 when
Roosevelt established the Works Progress Administration
(WPA). Five billion dollars in emergency relief was
authorized. The WPA put millions of Americans on the
public payroll to work at skilled and unskilled jobs of all
kinds. 

By 1935, Roosevelt’s efforts shifted from relief to reform. At 
that time, Roosevelt was being challenged by radical reformers.
Father Coughlin, a fanatical Catholic priest, was capturing mil-
lion of radio listeners with his anti-Semitic screeds and wild
economic reform ideas. Dr. Francis Townsend was promoting a
wild, impractical social security plan that attracted 10 million
supporters. Huey Long, a Louisiana senator, was mounting a
presidential campaign that featured heavy taxation of the rich
and wealth redistribution that would “make every man a king.”
In this atmosphere, aiming to suppress dissent and protect the
capitalist system, Roosevelt managed to pass the most signifi-
cant reform legislation of his administration. The Social Security
Act of 1935 simply emulated similar programs already in place
in Western Europe, but it was radical enough in America to
draw a lot of furious resistance. As it turned out, the initial
act would serve as a platform for gradually making Social
Security a popular and widely accepted safety net. 

Another “last gasp” of the New Deal was the passage of two
bills dealing with labor. The National Labor Relations Act of
1935, also called the Wagner Act, created the National Labor
Relations Board. The Board was to serve an impartial mediator
of disputes between labor and management. The Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1936 established minimum wages and the
standardized the maximum workweek. 
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Impact of the New Deal

The most economically significant impact of the New Deal
was the strengthening of the labor movement. The key player
in this context was John L. Lewis. Lewis was the tough, often
ruthless, head of the United Mine Workers. In 1935, he founded
the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO). At long last,
unskilled workers had a collective voice. Within a few years,
under Lewis’s leadership unions had organized workers in
most major industries, including steel and auto manufacturing.

The New Deal did nothing to address the racial injustice
inherent in the relief bills, nor did women’s rights issues 
get seriously addressed. However, with respect to women’s
roles in society and the moral issues of racism, the voice of
Eleanor Roosevelt was heard. A tireless traveler and speaker,
Eleanor Roosevelt argued against racism. Her influence had
the indirect effect of seeing women placed in government
positions. Francis Perkins, who was appointed secretary of
labor, became the first female cabinet member. Franklin D.
Roosevelt also appointed women as judges and ambassadors. 

End of the New Deal

By 1938, after a sharp recession in 1937, the New Deal more
or less died with a whimper, not a bang. No doubt Hitler’s
invasion of Poland in 1939 cast a long shadow, as did the
attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. 

The point to keep in mind as you read about Roosevelt’s
“court packing” scheme and other events in the later 1930s 
is this: Roosevelt’s actions never fully restored the economy.
He did succeed in giving Americans hope through his sheer
charisma and his famous fireside radio chats. But nothing 
he did probed problems inherent in the capitalist system
itself. Roosevelt’s “socialism” was primarily designed to 
save capitalism, not reform it. 

The table on page 634 and 635 of your textbook is an excellent
summary of major New Deal legislation and the various agen-
cies birthed by the executive branch.
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Now, review the material you’ve learned in this study 
guide as well as the assigned pages in your textbook for
Assignments 20–26. Once you feel you understand the 
material, complete Self-Check 12. Then check your answers
with those provided at the end of this study guide. If you’ve
missed any answers, or you feel unsure of the material,
review the assigned pages in your textbook and this study
guide. When you’re sure that you completely understand the
information presented in Assignments 20–26, complete your
examination for Lesson 4.

Self-Check 12

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. Prohibition and the Volstead Act had almost no effect on the consumption of alcohol in

America.

______ 2. Among Wilson’s Fourteen Points, the fourteenth called for the creation of a League of

Nations. 

______ 3. The Teapot Dome Scandal forced Warren G. Harding to resign from the presidency. 

______ 4. The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 established minimum wages and maximum

hours. 

______ 5. Under Woodrow Wilson, a war with Mexico was sparked when U.S. Marines stormed

and captured the city of Vera Cruz. 

______ 6. The Agricultural Adjustment Administration encouraged farmers to take land out of 

production in exchange for monetary subsidies. 

(Continued)
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Self-Check 12
______ 7. The main cause of the Great Depression was the calamitous stock market crash of

1929. 

______ 8. During the Great War, Herbert Hoover headed up the Food Administration. 

______ 9. President Calvin Coolidge was noted for having said, “The business of America is 

business.” 

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

10. During the Great War, farmers in the Southwest persuaded the federal government to ease
_______ restrictions applying to Mexicans. 

11. Eleanor Roosevelt’s activism influenced FDR’s choice of Francis Perkins as secretary of
_______. 

12. Under President Taft, ________ diplomacy was meant to promote American business and
financial interests abroad. 

13. In 1932, President Hoover ordered General Douglas MacArthur to clear the _______ marchers
out of Washington, D.C. 

14. In 1923, the National Women’s Party introduced a(n) _______ Rights Amendment in the 
U.S. Congress. 

15. During the _______ Renaissance, the NAACP moved its headquarters to New York. 

16. The symbol of the National Recovery Administration was the blue _______. 

17. To support the war effort, George Creel headed Wilson’s Committee on _______. 

18. During the Red Scare of 1919, Attorney General A. Mitchell _______ organized raids against
persons suspected of sympathy to Bolshevism, Communism, or anarchy. 

Check your answers with those on page 202.



An Uncertain Horizon

Lesson 5 presents Chapters 27 through 32. Complete each
assignment in this lesson, including the self-checks. When
you’ve completed the assignments in this lesson and feel
comfortable with the material presented, take the lesson
examination for Lesson 5.

ASSIGNMENT 27: AMERICA 
AND THE WORLD, 1921–1945 
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 27 in your textbook.

Retreat, Reversal, and Rivalry

The retreat was from involvement. After World War I, America
was the richest nation on Earth. Despite its wealth and influ-
ence, America refused to play any active role in war-shattered
Europe. The United States never joined the League of Nations,
and it had such a high a tariff on imported goods that Europe
was all but shut out of the enormous American market. 

The reversal was in Latin America. Roosevelt declared a Good
Neighbor Policy for the Western Hemisphere. The Roosevelt
Corollary of the Monroe Doctrine was repudiated, and America
apologized for past imperialist intervention. Trade relations
with Latin America were markedly improved and expanded. 

The rivalry was mainly with Japan. Japan was bent on an 
imperial agenda. The Empire of the Rising Sun had annexed
Korea in 1905. During World War I, the Japanese had expanded
their interest into Manchuria, which, historically, had been a
province of China. After a series of agreements on naval
power faded into irrelevance, Japan took over Manchuria in
1931. America was too preoccupied by the Great Depression
to do anything about it. 
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Isolationism

American foreign policy in the 1920s mixed a fuzzy blend of iso-
lationism and involvement that alienated friends and
encouraged America’s foes, but by the 1930s isolationist policies
and sentiments dominated political discourse. Americans were
focused on the Depression. The barking of the soon-to-be-
unleashed dogs was only faintly noted. American officials busily
asserted neutrality. Congress would pass three Neutrality Acts.
Meanwhile, pacifists were calling munitions manufacturers—
at home and abroad—“merchants of death.”

Overseas, three totalitarian regimes were ascending to power.
In 1933, Adolph Hitler became the German Chancellor. He
would quickly install himself as der Führer—the sole chief of
the German National Socialist (NAZI) Party and the German
people. Benito Mussolini, who had been the Italian Prime
Minister since 1922, named himself Il Duce (the leader).
Inspired by an exchange of ideas with Hitler, he established
the rule of the Fascist Party. In Japan, the militarist Prime
Minister Hideki Tojo would oversee a massive arms buildup.

The word “fascist” comes from the Latin word “fasces.” In
ancient Rome the symbols of the fasces was a bundle of rods
around a central staff that bore an axe head. Mussolini
wanted to restore the “glory that was Rome.” 

The Road to War

The writing was on the wall, but Americans refused to read it
until it was almost too late. Roosevelt gave his tacit approval as
Western European powers met at Munich to placate Hitler. The
representatives of Britain and France acceded to German expan-
sion into Austria and the ethnically German Sudetenland of
Czechoslovakia. British Prime Minister Chamberlain returned
to England to declare that it would be “peace in our time.”
Six months later, Hitler’s Wehrmacht (war-force) annexed all
of Czechoslovakia. That got Roosevelt’s attention. In July, he
asked Congress to reconsider the Neutrality Acts. Congress
refused. At this point, Roosevelt fully recognized a very real
threat to the United States. In back-channel talks between
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Roosevelt and British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, he
focused on ways and means of supporting British resistance
to the Nazi onslaught. 

The curtain rose on World War II when Hitler invaded Poland
in September of 1939. The preface to that savage assault was
a secret nonaggression agreement between Hitler and Josef
Stalin of the Soviet Union: Germany wouldn’t attack the
Soviet Union, and Stalin would get a handsome slice of east-
ern Poland. Thus freed from the need to fight two-front war,
Hitler’s forces prepared for an assault on Western Europe. In
1940, in less than six weeks, Hitler’s Blitzkrieg (“lightning
war”) overwhelmed Denmark, Norway, and France. 

At this point, Americans in favor of intervention were 
shouting louder than the pacifists and isolationists. At last,
in 1941, Congress agreed to Roosevelt’s Lend-Lease program.
The plan, deceptively named, allowed Roosevelt to begin ship-
ping seven billion dollars worth of arms and supplies to
England. 

In the Pacific, America made various efforts to block Japanese
imperialism. Japan had been busy trying to conquer China 
since 1937. The American response to that, aside from strident
diplomatic notes of protest, was a series of embargoes on scrap
steel, rubber, petroleum, and, in particular, aviation gasoline. In
inevitable response, attempting to seize its own supplies of vital
war-making resources, Japan invaded southern Indochina in
July of 1941. The attack on Pearl Harbor followed on December
7, 1941. More or less concurrently, Japanese forces began their
invasions of mainland Southeast Asia (Indochina, Thailand, and
Burma), the Dutch East Indies, and the Philippines. These addi-
tions to the Japanese Empire were named the Greater East Asia
Co-Prosperity Sphere. 

Turning the Tide against the Axis 

At this point in your course, we’re entering territory that may
be familiar to you. World War II, in particular, has been the
subject of so many films, books, and documentaries that
most reasonably educated Americans know at least a little
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about World War II. For that reason, highlights with which
you may not be familiar are emphasized in the following 
discussion. 

By mutual agreement between Roosevelt and Churchill, the
war in Europe was to take precedence over the war in the
Pacific. The defeat of Hitler was seen as the most crucial
objective. 

The plan for a cross-channel invasion of Europe was on the
table early on. However, the joint British-American command
opted for an assault at the “soft underbelly” of Europe, largely
because Allied forces weren’t deemed ready for a direct
assault on Europe.

The American-British campaign in North Africa was the opening
Allied play. It was successful in evicting Erwin Rommel’s
Africa Korps from North Africa. The assaults on Sicily and
Italy created an Allied bottleneck. Italian military resistance
was negligible. However, German resistance tied up numerous
divisions and produced heavy casualty rates. Plans for a
cross-channel invasion were delayed for about two years.

Hitler’s invasion of Russia, Operation Barbarossa, began in
1941 as Hitler broke the nonaggression pact with Stalin.
From then on, the Soviet Union and the Red Army bore the
brunt of the war. The horrendous Battle of Stalingrad and 
the world’s largest-ever tank battle at Kursk stopped the
Wehrmacht cold. Thereafter, well before the D-Day invasion,
at an eventual cost of 20 million dead, the Red Army pushed
the Germans back toward their homeland. 

This isn’t to say the Allied invasion of Normandy wasn’t 
crucial to the final victory. It was. But it did mean that the
cost paid by the Soviets empowered Stalin to make heavy
demands on the Allies as peace terms were deliberated. 

It took a while for America and its Allies to halt the Japanese
advance in Southeast Asia and the Philippines. However, the
tide turned after two major victories at sea. The Battle of the
Coral Sea in May of 1942 aborted a Japanese thrust toward
Australia. A month later, the stunning American naval victory
at the Battle of Midway effectively put an end to Japanese
naval superiority. Midway was the turning point of the war 
in the Pacific.
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Under General Douglas MacArthur and Admiral Chester A.
Nimitz, the Pacific campaign mainly avoided major land 
confrontations. As MacArthur quipped, “I like to hit them
where they aren’t.” By that he meant an island-hopping 
campaign that would bypass and cut off Japanese forces.
(Proportionally, MacArthur’s casualty rates were much lower
than those in Europe.) 

By 1943, the Japanese advance had been halted and an
offensive strategy was aimed toward the main islands of
Japan. A key to this strategy was capturing islands like
Saipan that were within bombing range of Japan itself.
Indeed, as the last Japanese island strongholds fell, U.S.
General Curtis Lemay persuaded the high command that
Japan could be bombed into submission by flight after flight
of long range B-29 bombers. 

The map on page 650 provides an overview of the war in the
Pacific. The map on page 656 of your textbook provides an
overview of the war in Europe.

The Home Front

World War II brought about massive changes in American
society:

■ American factories that had been running at half capac-
ity now ran at full capacity. Automakers made tanks,
trucks, and aircraft. Henry Kaiser figured out how to
mass produce “Liberty ships,” even as traditional ship-
builders were turning out cruisers, submarines, and
aircraft carriers. 

■ Unemployment all but vanished as hordes of rural men
and their families streamed toward industrial and port
cities.

■ Revenues to the government from millions of new taxpay-
ers encouraged Congress to initiate tax-withholdings
from paychecks. 
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■ Wage increases planted the seeds of future consumer
demand. Gas and sugar and butter were rationed. With
so many wartime restrictions on commodities, savings
piled up, often in the form of war bonds. 

■ Women poured into the labor force in large numbers.
Before the end of the war, as illustrated by the iconic
posters featuring Rosie the Riveter, women were working
alongside men in steel plants and factories across the
land. As a result, women began to rethink their social
roles. 

■ Even before the war ended, the U.S. population was
beginning to swell from a remarkable baby boom. 

■ Migrations of black workers to centers of war production
increased racial tensions all over the country. Due to
issues like limited housing, some cities witnessed bloody
race riots.

■ A dark aspect of wartime nationalism and patriotic fervor
landed on Japanese immigrants, including those born in
this country as American citizens. By Roosevelt’s execu-
tive order, thousands of Japanese were stripped of their
worldly goods to reside behind barbed wire in internment
camps. The camps wouldn’t be shut down until 1946. 

Victory (and Tragedy)

In 1944, as the Democratic Party began to shift toward conser-
vative opinion, Roosevelt selected Harry Truman, a political
moderate from Missouri, as his running mate. Therefore, an
untested politician who had been “kept out of the loop” would
shoulder an immense burden upon Roosevelt’s death in 1945.
When he took office, Truman had no clue about strategic 
or covert U.S. plans. He was astonished to learn of the
Manhattan Project. 

At the time of the Yalta Conference of February 1945, the
military situation favored the Soviets. The Red Army occupied
territory from Yugoslavia to Poland and held East Germany.
Stalin’s demands at Yalta would help lay the foundation for
the emergence of the Cold War.
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The Manhattan Project, which began in 1939, would lead to
radical and terrifying ways of thinking about war. As Einstein
once commented, in effect, “I don’t know how World War III
will be fought, but the next war will be fought with sticks and
stones.” The United States remains the only world power that
has employed atomic weapons against civilian populations.
The debate over the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in
August of 1945 continues. 

The death toll among civilians during World War II was sobering
and shocking. Hitler’s bombing of London during the Blitz
turned out to be but a prelude to massive Allied air attacks
on German or German-controlled cities across Europe and
the fire-bombing of Tokyo and other Japanese cities. 

The full disclosure of the Nazi Holocaust has left scars that
may never fully heal. The German people weren’t demons;
yet, this most cultured and civilized of European nations
countenanced the death camps and ethnic slaughter that
took the lives of at least eight million people, most of them
Jews. Who could have imagined places like Auschwitz or
Treblinka or Sobibor, where industrial efficiency was applied
to mass human slaughter? 

ASSIGNMENT 28: THE ONSET OF
THE COLD WAR
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 28 in your textbook.

The Cold War Begins 

Truman, Stalin, and Churchill met at Potsdam (a suburb of
Berlin) in July of 1945. The objective was resolving differ-
ences over territorial claims. Overall, Stalin dominated the
conference in the sense that areas occupied by the Red Army
would remain under Soviet control. However, the Cold War
emerged gradually. For about two years, the Soviets and the
Western Allies struggled to resolve conflicts over postwar 
territorial claims. Soviet forces occupied Eastern Europe and
the portion of eastern Germany that included Berlin, but
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Berlin proper had been divided into occupation zones con-
trolled by France, Britain, the United States, and the Soviet
Union. The situation was, to say the least, sensitive. 

The onset of the Cold War emerged from the period of uncertain
negotiation for various reasons. By way of espionage, Stalin
was fully aware of the atomic bomb project at the time of 
the Potsdam Conference. Seeds of contempt were sown 
when Truman revealed the “secret” to Stalin in a manner 
that implied a tacit threat. In fact, Stalin had initiated a
Soviet “Manhattan Project” in 1943. So, as it turned out, 
the secrecy policy followed by Roosevelt and Churchill all 
but assured a nuclear arms race. 

After Potsdam, the Soviets rapidly managed to install
Communist puppet governments in Poland, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, and Albania. In Yugoslavia, the
Communist regime under Marshal Tito was aligned with the
USSR, but wasn’t a puppet government. 

In a speech delivered in Missouri in 1946, Winston Churchill
declared the brotherhood of the English-speaking “race,”
while asserting that at an “iron curtain” had fallen across
Europe. 

Most unwisely in retrospect, the United States refused to
lend financial assistance to the war-ravaged Soviet Union.
The result was bitter Soviet hostility toward the United
States. 

To get a geographic sense of the situation in Europe after
World War II, study the maps on page 667 of your textbook. 

Containment

A U.S. policy of containment evolved after 1947 when George
Catlett Marshall became Truman’s secretary of state. Marshall
had been Roosevelt’s right hand with respect to military matters.
He was an immensely intelligent and capable man who wasn’t
afraid to enlist subordinates who were equally intelligent and
capable, such as Dean Acheson as undersecretary of state
and the Soviet expert George Kennan to head the Policy
Planning Staff. 
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During the era of containment, the Truman Doctrine evolved
in response to pleas from the British that they could no
longer afford to fund and support anticommunist govern-
ments in Greece and Turkey. Marshall, Acheson, and Kennan
quickly decided to assume Britain’s role in those countries.
Truman was persuaded to ask for funds from Congress to
prevent the spread of communism. So, in effect, the Truman
Doctrine was an informal “declaration of Cold War.” 

The European economy was in shambles. Unemployment and
commodity scarcities were pandemic. As a result, socialist
and communist factions arose in Europe. The Marshall Plan
was designed to restore and revitalize the European economy.
The primary objective was forestalling communist influence.
However, the overall effect of the billons poured into Western
Europe was major expansion of U.S. trade with a revitalized
Europe. 

The final phase of containment was the formation of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 1949. Under
NATO, American troops were stationed in Europe, assuring
alliance member states that nuclear-armed America had 
their back. 

A test of containment policies arose when Stalin decided to test
Western resolve by blockading land access to Berlin. Truman
responded with the famous Berlin Airlift. The situation could
hardly have been scarier. At any point, the Soviets could have
started shooting down defenseless cargo planes carrying food
and supplies to the beleaguered city. To discourage that sort of
thing, Truman ran a bluff. He let it be known that 60 nuclear-
armed B-29s were on alert in England—just in case. Maybe the
bluff worked. No planes were shot down. However, we’ll never
know just what Stalin had in mind. 

The map on page 669 of your textbook allows you to compare
the relative monetary contributions of the Marshall Plan in
Europe. 
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The Cold War Expands

The Berlin blockade ended the era of containment as both
superpowers moved toward pursuing massive arms buildups. By
the time Truman left office, the ideological contest between the
superpowers stretched around the globe. 

The 1947 National Security Act created the Department of
Defense, the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), and the
National Security Council (NSC). Meanwhile, the armed 
services were being integrated under a joint-services com-
mand structure conducted by the integrated Chiefs of Staff
(Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines). 

At the same time, Acheson ordered the Policy Planning Staff
to draw up a new national defense policy. The new policy
appeared in a document called NSC-68. The “mission state-
ment” of the policy declared the U.S. intent to win the Cold
War at all costs. 

The Yalta Conference established a plan for balanced spheres
of influence between the Soviet Union and the United States.
The United States was to control Japan and the Pacific. The
USSR was to control northeast Asia. At that point, China 
was a wild card because it was embroiled in a civil war. To
the north, the People’s Army of Mao Zedong pressed south
against the corrupt Nationalist regime under Chang Kai-shek.
The United States supported the Nationalists. However, Mao’s
forces swamped Kai-shek’s forces to form the People’s
Republic of China in 1949.

An edgy situation developed as Kai-shek occupied Formosa
(Taiwan), claiming it as the Nationalist Republic of China.
When China threatened to occupy islands in the South 
China Sea, the United States promised to defend Formosa. 
A potential Chinese invasion was forestalled, but the China-
unification issue remains to this day. 
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The Korean War (1950–1953) was labeled a police action
sanctioned by a United Nation resolution. In fact, it was a
U.S. war against an Asian communist state. There were
roughly five phases to the war:

■ U.S. and allied forces were pushed into an enclave
around Pusan on the southeast Korean Peninsula.
Douglas MacArthur’s daring amphibious assault at
Inchon successfully cut off and destroyed much of the
North Korean force. 

■ After Inchon, Truman decided to ignore the postwar divi-
sion of North and South Korea at the 38th parallel and
reunify Korea. Subsequently, MacArthur pushed the
North Korean forces all the way back to the Yalu River
border with China. 

■ Doing what Truman had been assured wouldn’t happen,
Communist Chinese forces swarmed south over the Yalu,
routing U.S. and U.N. troops.

■ Having finally stopped the Chinese at the 38th parallel,
MacArthur insisted on pressing on for Korean unifica-
tion. He even suggested the use of nuclear weapons.
Truman, a realist, fired MacArthur. 

■ A military stalemate along the 38th parallel dragged on,
as did peace talks. An armistice was declared in 1953.
However, Korea remains divided at the 38th parallel. 

The most significant result of the Korean War was a massive
implementation of NSC-68. All of the armed forces were
expanded. 

See the map on page 673 of your textbook to understand the
geography of the Korean War and to locate the 38th parallel.

The Cold War at Home

Truman’s surprise victory over Thomas E. Dewey in 1948
had more to do with Truman’s personal approval rating than
voters’ enthusiasm for the Democratic Party. For example,
Truman’s efforts to enact federal planning in the interest of
full employment got nowhere. Also, when he vetoed the 
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Taft-Hartley Act—aimed at rolling back labor gains under the
Wagner Act—the Congress rallied the two-thirds vote needed
to pass it anyway. So, we can safely surmise that, at least
among political power brokers, America was drifting toward
conservatism. 

In any case, the most disturbing domestic development 
during the Truman and early Eisenhower years was the 
rise of public hysteria over the largely imaginary threat of
Communism. This time the “Red Scare” had venomous fangs.
The hysteria reached devastating levels under the influence of
Wisconsin Senator Joseph McCarthy. Led by McCarthy, the
House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) conducted hear-
ings. Alleged communists and alleged communist sympathizers
were detected here there and everywhere. The situation was
both absurd and horrifying. Everybody and his dog were
required to sign a “loyalty oath.” People under investigation
were threatened with dire consequences if they failed to 
name names in exchange for being deemed “cooperative” 
by HUAC. As the hysteria spread, there was a movement in
Hollywood to blacklist scores of talented actors, producers,
and screenwriters. Before courageous senators finally rose up
to condemn McCarthy’s witch hunt, even powerful officials
like Marshall, Acheson, and Kennan were being targeted. 

Eisenhower Wages the Cold War 

Eisenhower was determined to get control of the Cold War. To
that end, after his election in 1952 he appointed Alan Dulles
as his secretary of state. Anxious about America’s deficit,
Eisenhower reduced the military budget by carving off large
slices of the Army and Navy while shuffling increased spend-
ing toward the Air Force. In that context, Dulles announced
the policy of massive retaliation. To wit: In the event of any
serious threat of Communist aggression, we’ll respond with
nuclear weapons. Thus was born the concept of MAD—
mutual assured destruction.

U.S. intervention in French Indochina got underway in 1954.
The French, surrounded by the Communist Vietminh, were
defeated in May of that year. In the Geneva Peace talks, the
Vietminh leader, Ho Chi Minh, agreed to terms dividing
Indochina into North and South Vietnam at the 17th parallel.
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With an eye to preventing communist expansion, Eisenhower
permitted the United States to replace French control in
South Vietnam. A U.S.-friendly regime under Ngo Dinh Diem
was installed. The foundation for a long, costly, and ulti-
mately futile effort to prevent Ho Chi Minh’s unification of
Vietnam was now in place. 

Eisenhower and Dulles worried about a friendly alliance
between Mao’s China and the Soviet Union. As it turned 
out, a crisis arose in that regard that produced (possibly)
unexpected results. China’s threat to take over islands off its
coast implied a possible invasion of Taiwan (Formosa). Dulles
advised China that the U.S. would respond in a nuclear 
manner to defend Taiwan. Under these circumstances, for
whatever reason, the Soviets decided not to assist China. The
result was a widening gap of mutual suspicion between Mao
and Stalin. 

Since 1869, France and Great Britain had been managing the
Suez Canal, which, after all, they had constructed. In 1956,
Gamal Nasser, the Egyptian leader, seized the canal and 
proceeded to do a good job running it. In a panic, however,
France and Britain decided to invade Egypt to get their canal
back. They counted on the United States to intervene to 
prevent Soviet interference. 

Eisenhower wasn’t pleased. He ordered Dulles to draft a UN res-
olution calling for France and Britain to withdraw their forces.
The Soviets supported the resolution, further declaring that in
the event of noncompliance they would fire rockets at Western
cities and send “volunteer” forces to Egypt. Eisenhower, defi-
nitely not smiling, informed the Soviet delegate that the United
States wouldn’t permit Soviet interference. The year 1956 was
an election year. Just after noon on Election Day, November
6, the British prime minister called to announce that Britain
and France were ending their invasion. The headlines helped
Eisenhower win his second term. 

In 1958, politics in volatile Lebanon balanced the agendas 
of Christians and Muslims. When the Christian president
Chamille Chamoun broke from tradition, declaring a run 
for a second term, Lebanese Muslims—aided by Egypt and
Syria—threatened rebellion. In the name of Middle East 
stability, Eisenhower dispatched U.S. Marines to Lebanon in
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July. The imminent rebellion was quashed. Lebanese leaders
decided on a proper successor to Chamoun, and the Marines
all went home in October. Thus, Eisenhower demonstrated
the use of restrained force. 

However, there was a dark side to the Eisenhower years.
After Truman authorized the creation of the CIA, the agency
rapidly gained unprecedented powers, powers that dwelled in
shadows outside either the constitution or international law.
The following are three examples: 

■ In response to British anguish over nationalization of their
oil fields in Iran, Eisenhower authorized covert action. The
CIA engineered the overthrow of Iran’s popular democrati-
cally elected president. In his place, the United States
installed the dictatorial rule of Shah Pahlavi. BP and
U.S. oil giants benefitted. But hatred of the United States
and the Shah’s secret police would eventually lead to an
Iranian Revolution. As a result, today, Iran is ruled by
Muslim fundamentalists who detest the United States. 

■ In 1954, the CIA organized the overthrow of a leftist 
(progressive) government in Guatemala. The rationale
was impeding communist influence in Central America.
The result for the people of Guatemala was oppressive,
autocratic rule.

■ In 1959, when Fidel Castro overthrew the corrupt Batista
regime, Eisenhower took a hard line against Castro’s 
revolution. As a result, Cuba was pushed into the Soviet
orbit. In that context, repeated covert actions by the CIA
included efforts to assassinate Castro and, in the 1960s,
a failed invasion that would lead to the terrifying Cuban
Missile Crisis of 1963. 

Eisenhower’s final significant act as president was the delivery 
of his famous farewell address to the nation. In it, he fully 
recognized threats to the internal health of our nation when 
he declared that, “We must guard against the acquisition of
unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the 
military industrial complex . . . The potential for the disastrous
rise of misplaced power exists and will persist.”
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Self-Check 13

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. Franklin Roosevelt’s Lend Lease Program amounted to a formal declaration of war

against Germany. 

______ 2. The Taft-Hartley Act was designed to roll back organized labor advantages provided

under the Wagner Act. 

______ 3. The Soviets viewed the Marshall Plan as an effort to weaken Soviet control over

Eastern Europe. 

______ 4. The Soviet Union’s Red Army had devastated the power of Hitler’s Wehrmacht by the

end of 1943. 

______ 5. The Battle of the Coral Sea was the turning point in the naval war with Japan. 

______ 6. Eisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles oversaw the development of a

policy of limited retaliation as a central tenet of America’s Cold War policy. 

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. The ________ powers included Italy, Germany, and Japan. 

8. Under Franklin Roosevelt’s Good Neighbor Policy, the _______ Corollary of the Monroe
Doctrine was repudiated. 

9. By the time the Allied Big Three met for the _______ Conference of 1945, the military 
situation favored the Soviets. 

10. During the Red Scare era associated with Joseph McCarthy, Truman created a _______ Review
Board designed to deny government employment to applicants suspected of communist 
sympathies. 

11. With the success of the _______ Airlift, the first phase of the Cold War was completed. 

12. The timely resolution of the _______ Crisis helped Eisenhower get elected to a second term. 

Check your answers with those on page 203.
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ASSIGNMENT 29: AFFLUENCE
AND ANXIETY
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 29 in your textbook.

The Postwar Boom

Several factors propelled the postwar economic boom. Savings
had accumulated during the war years due to scarcity and
rationing, thus there was massive pent-up demand for con-
sumer goods. Manufacturers and advertisers were eager 
to meet that demand. As a result, there was an enormous
expansion in domestic manufacturing and marketing. The
demand was so great that it couldn’t be fully satisfied until
about 1950.

As demand rose and money flowed, wages and disposable
income increased. By the mid-1950s, the American standard
of living wasn’t only the highest in the world, it was unprece-
dented. On top of that, jobs offered real benefits, and one
income could support a mortgage, two cars, and the requisite
array of labor-saving home appliances.

The Cold War and the Korean War were an added economic
stimulus. As government support attracted private capital to
the arms industry, lots of jobs became available in all kinds
of military industries. That trend increased as the Korean
War escalated. 

Meanwhile, the advent of America’s car culture changed the
profile of American society. Suburbs sprang up like mush-
rooms. Highways encouraged urban sprawl, especially along
major routes connecting major cities of the Eastern corridor,
from Boston to Washington, D.C. 

The Good Life?

Under the shadows of McCarthyism and the looming threat 
of nuclear holocaust, consumerist largesse was a balm, but
not a cure. You’ll observe that in major growth trends of the
postwar years.
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Television came to dominate the mass media. In home after
home across the land, families gathered around that eerily
flickering electronic box. For a little while, in the era of live
television, creativity flourished with productions like
Playhouse 90. Talented screenwriters were induced to create
meaty TV fare to accompany TV dinners, but the rise of the
big three corporate networks—NBC, CBS, and ABC—quickly
put an end to all that. Corporate advertisers demanded less
creativity and more “popular appeal.” The result was what
one network chief described as the “great wasteland.” TV
became the chief publicist and propagandist for the con-
sumer culture. 

As the suburbs sprawled and the baby boom boomed, public
education facilities were overwhelmed. Demands for government
assistance were mostly ignored. As a long-term result, local
property taxes determined spending on schools and quality 
of education became a function of social class. Especially in
urban areas, public education became an arena of “savage
inequality.” 

The bland religion of the “comfortable pew” led to what sociolo-
gists would call “social class” churches.” Church membership 
by region or denomination became more a matter of social
identity than fervent spirituality. In that context, the neo-
orthodoxy of Protestant seminaries led to the rise of radical
fundamentalism. Millions of the disaffected sought refuge in
sect churches such as the Assemblies of God and Jehovah’s
Witnesses. 

At the same time, reaction to consumerism infused intellec-
tual discourse. Social critics decried that passive conformity
of corporate drones in “gray flannel suits” and the popular
pastime of “keeping up with the Joneses.” Harvard sociologist
David Riesman set the tone for social critics of the 1950s 
and beyond. In his book, The Lonely Crowd, he noted that
Americans who had once favored “inner directedness” had
become “outer directed.” Conformity had replaced healthy
individualism. 

Another reaction to what some saw as a meaningless, hollow
society was the rise of the beats. The “beat generation” of
poets, musicians, and artists would set the stage for the rise
of the counterculture in the 1960s.
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Farewell to Reform

Harry Truman valiantly tried to maintain the momentum of
Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal, but Truman’s Fair Deal was
strangled by an increasingly conservative Congress and 
public indifference. Fair Deal proposals for such things as
national health insurance and federal aid to education never
happened. 

However, Truman did manage a few significant reforms. He
managed to broaden Social Security. He managed to preserve
most provisions of the New Deal. And, above all, he jumped
way ahead of the curve with his executive order of 1948 that
integrated the armed forces. 

Eisenhower, a Republican, was elected in 1952. He declared
a doctrine of modern Republicanism. He would be conserva-
tive on economic issues and liberal on human issues. In fact,
Eisenhower was a hands-off president who relied heavily on
delegated authority. In any case, “hands-on” initiatives he
might have aspired to were more or less precluded when the
Democrats took control of the House and Senate in 1954.
Thereafter, he had to depend on courting the cooperation 
of Senate Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson and Speaker 
of the House Sam Rayburn. Americans weren’t offended by
Eisenhower’s dearth of legislative initiatives, and he was
elected to a second term in 1956. 

Eisenhower’s most significant impact on American life was
the Highway Act of 1956, which funded a 41,000-mile inter-
state highway system. The act hurt the railroads, pleased
Detroit, delighted construction contractors, expanded the
long-haul trucking industry, and prepared Americans to “see
the USA in their Chevrolet.” The interstates also encouraged
urban sprawl.

The map on page 698 of your textbook offers a view of the U.S.
interstate highway system initiated by Eisenhower in 1956.
When Eisenhower was the Supreme Allied Commander of the
European theatre in World War II, he took note of the Hitler’s
autobahns. Hitler had intended his highways as a means of
rapid troop transport. Eisenhower had the same idea. Part of
his success in getting Congress to pass the interstate highway
plan was an appeal to national security. 
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The Struggle over Civil Rights

After Truman’s unexpected victory over Thomas E. Dewey 
in the election of 1948, his legislative record was sparse.
However, he managed to place civil rights on the liberal
Democratic agenda. In that respect, beyond integrating the
armed forces, he strengthened the civil rights division of the
Department of Justice. 

A turning point for civil rights progressives occurred in 1954
when the Supreme Court, under Chief Justice Earl Warren,
handed down a unanimous decision in Brown v. Board of
Education of Topeka, overturning the infamous Plessy v.
Ferguson decision. The concept of “separate but equal” was
tossed into history’s dustbin. Segregation was identified for
what it is: legal racism.

However, the racism endemic in American society couldn’t be
reversed by any single judicial moment. In 1955, the court
declared that desegregation would proceed “with all deliberate
speed.” The ambiguity of that phrase became an excuse for
massive resistance in the South. School boards found inno-
vative ways to get around the law. A “Southern Manifesto”
signed by 101 members of Congress declared the Warren
Court’s decision “a clear abuse of judicial power.”

Because Eisenhower remained mum, antisegregationists
assumed that he tacitly endorsed the Southern Manifesto.
When, under Eisenhower’s order, the 101st Airborne arrived
at Little Rock Central High School to enforce a federal court
desegregation order, that misunderstanding was corrected.
However, rather than desegregate, Arkansas politicians
closed the school for three years. 

Eisenhower persuaded Congress to establish a permanent
Civil Rights Commission to support black voting rights. In
1960, a second Civil Rights Act strengthened the voting rights
aspect of Eisenhower’s initiative. 

Black activism began in Montgomery, Alabama, on December 1,
1955, when Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to give up
her seat on a public bus to a white person. The local NAACP
sought to force the repeal of the racist city ordinance. They
were empowered with the arrival of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
to lead the Montgomery bus boycott. 
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A year later, the Supreme Court found Alabama’s segregated
seating law unconstitutional. The boycott had succeeded.
More important, King’s leadership had demonstrated the
effectiveness of protest strategies pioneered by Mohandas
Gandhi in India’s struggle for independence (from Great
Britain). Gandhi’s Satyagraha called for nonviolent, passive
resistance.

A year after the bus boycott victory, King founded the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) to head up
the struggle for desegregation.

In 1960, in Greensboro, a spontaneous desegregation cam-
paign was launched by students from the North Carolina
Agricultural and Technical College. Four black students
seated themselves at a downtown Woolworth’s lunch counter.
They weren’t served; they didn’t leave. They had invented the
sit-in. 

By the end of 1960, some fifty thousand young people 
across the South had braved mass arrests and intimidation 
to desegregate public facilities in more than 100 Southern
cities. Inspired by all this, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC) was formed in April of 1960. 

As the struggle continued, grassroots activism headed up 
by SNCC (generally pronounced as “Snick” in those days)
replaced the NAACP and its court-rulings strategy as the
spearhead of the civil rights movement. 

Spend some time with the “Time Line” box on page 704 before
moving on to your next assignment. 
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ASSIGNMENT 30: THE
TURBULENT 1960S
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 30 in your textbook.

Kennedy Intensifies the Cold War 

The election of John F. Kennedy brought an atmosphere of
vibrant change to America. Young, intelligent, and articulate,
Kennedy and his glamorous, stylish wife Jacqueline Bouvier
promised a “New Frontier.” In response to the Soviet techno-
logical challenge symbolized by Sputnik, Kennedy literally
promised America the moon. He surrounded his presidency
with able, brainy people. Former Ford Motor Company presi-
dent Robert McNamara was selected to head the Department
of Defense. President Kennedy appointed his brother Robert
Kennedy as Attorney General. Harvard dean McGeorge Bundy
was appointed National Security Advisor. 

However, his choice of the relatively inexperienced Dean Rusk
as secretary of state suggested that Kennedy meant to be his
own secretary of state. Foreign policy would be his forte, and
his overarching goal was an all-out effort to win the Cold
War. To that end, he expanded the military across the board.
The policy of massive retaliation had relied on America’s
nuclear deterrent. Kennedy’s flexible response policy was
intended to give the U.S. a range of possible responses—from
special-force Green Berets to Polaris missile-toting nuclear-
powered submarines. 

Kennedy’s Cold War agenda was marked by successive crises.
The Berlin crisis occurred because of the steady flight of
skilled workers and professionals out of communist East
Germany into free Berlin. At a summit meeting in Vienna in
June of 1961, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev met with
Kennedy to address that problem. The meeting went badly.
Khrushchev’s attitude was belligerent and condescending.
With the issue unresolved, a shaken Jack Kennedy returned
to Washington determined to stand up to the Soviet Union. In
July, in an impassioned televised speech to the American
people, Kennedy declared that the defense of Berlin was 
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crucial to the defense of the free world. To prove his point, 
he ordered 150,000 reservists and National Guard troops to
active duty. Khrushchev’s response was sealing off Berlin’s
Soviet sector by constructing the Berlin Wall. For a time,
Soviet and U.S. tanks played “chicken” at Checkpoint
Charlie, but, fortunately, neither side started shooting 
and tensions gradually eased. 

In Southeast Asia, North Vietnam’s Ho Chi Min was support-
ing the South Vietnamese Vietcong’s guerrilla war against the
government forces of Ngo Dinh Diem. Diem’s regime was
unpopular and corrupt. However, Kennedy was determined to
keep Southeast Asia from being taken over by the commu-
nists. In that context, a covert U.S.-backed plot to get rid of
Diem’s regime was, apparently, tacitly approved by Kennedy.
In any case, Diem was abducted and killed. At that point,
South Vietnam had seven separate and ineffectual govern-
ments. It was apparent that U.S. aid would be necessary to
prop up and sustain South Vietnamese sovereignty. Kennedy
turned down a recommendation to send 8,000 combat troops
to Vietnam, but he did approve sending U.S. military “advisors.” 

The Bay of Pigs fiasco occurred in April of 1961. The CIA-
engineered covert plan to overthrow Fidel Castro’s regime in
Cuba was set up under Eisenhower. Kennedy inherited it. 
A force composed of Cuban exiles was to invade Cuba and,
presumably, rally anti-Castro resistance. Originally, U.S.-
provided aircraft were expected to support the attack, but
Kennedy nixed that idea, and Castro’s guerrilla-war veterans
crushed the invading force quite handily. 

By any measure, the major crisis of the Kennedy’s years was
the Cuban missile crisis, which spanned six very scary days
in October of 1962. The world came within an eye blink of a
nuclear holocaust. As spy planes revealed the presence of
Soviet missiles in Cuba, Kennedy benefitted from lessons
learned from the Bay of Pigs fiasco. This time, he avoided 
the “groupthink” that led to that decision. This time, he
refused to give in to military war hawks who recommended
immediate military action. 
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Recent historical research has changed some views of what
happened. Neither Khrushchev nor Kennedy wanted war, but
both had to contend with their military hardliners. To get a grip
on matters, they managed back-channel communications that
led to a resolution of the crisis. 

The New Frontier at Home
Kennedy was elected during an economic recession, but he
chose not to pursue a massive economic stimulus. Instead,
he focused on technological innovation and training to mod-
ernize American industry. Kennedy’s massive funding of
military expansion and the space race served as a stimulus
that helped restore the economy.

Kennedy, like Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman, pushed
for legislation to provide a national health care system and
federal aid to education. However, an alliance of conservative
Northern Republicans and conservative Southern Democrats
blocked such progressive bills.

Kennedy pushed for a massive tax cut to assure continued
expansion of the economy. That initiative was passed by
Congress in 1964, following Kennedy’s assassination. However,
Kennedy still deserves credit for measures that helped sustain
U.S. economic growth for many years. 

Even as prosperity soared for the middle and upper classes,
Kennedy did little or nothing to address ecological issues 
and deep-rooted social problems that continued to plague
American society. Robert Kennedy was put in charge of sup-
porting Kennedy’s efforts to enforce desegregation and restore
voting rights to blacks. However, his gradualist approach 
was rejected by black activist leaders. In May of 1961, the
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) sponsored a freedom ride.
Courageous black and white activists made their way south
to support black voter rights in the Deep South. A number of
these freedom riders were beaten by angry white mobs and
several young activists—black and white—were murdered.
Belatedly, in September, Robert Kennedy persuaded the
Interstate Commerce Commission to issue an order banning
segregation in interstate terminals and busses. The surviving
freedom riders went home, but one positive step had been
taken. More would be necessary.
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A major turning point in the Civil Rights Movement took
place in Birmingham, Alabama, in the spring of 1963. Martin
Luther King, Jr. led massive protests demanding desegregation.
On May 3, 6,000 children marched to protest the arrests of
demonstrators, including King himself. The police response
included snarling police dogs, police clubs, and fire hoses.
The melee was televised. The brutality of Police Commissioner
“Bull” Conner shocked Americans from coast to coast. 

At that point, Kennedy was forced to take the moral high
ground and actively support the Civil Rights Movement. By
the time King led his 1963 March on Washington to give his
“I Have a Dream” speech, civil rights legislation drafted by
the Kennedys was on its way to passage in the Congress. 

An interesting aspect of the political atmosphere during the
1960s was the unprecedented progressive activism of the
Supreme Court under Chief Justice Earl Warren. Page 717 of
your textbook offers a summary of some of the more impor-
tant Supreme Court rulings of the period.

“Let Us Continue”

After John Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas on November
22, 1963, Lyndon Johnson took the oath of office aboard Air
Force One. Five days later in an address to Congress, Johnson
made his initial case for the passage of Kennedy’s tax and
civil rights bills. They were both passed in 1964. The Civil
Rights Act of 1964 outlawed the segregation of blacks in 
public facilities and established a Fair Employment Practices
Commission to protect civil rights in employment. 

After Johnson was elected president in 1964, he set about
carrying on and expanding the legacy of Franklin Roosevelt’s
New Deal. Johnson didn’t perform well before the TV camera
and he lacked Kennedy’s charismatic charm, but he had
served 30 years in Congress and was an absolute master 
of the art of wheeling and dealing to get legislation passed.
And that’s what he did. Johnson’s Great Society legislative
achievements included
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■ The creation of the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO).
The OEO was to coordinate Johnson’s declared “war on
poverty.” 

■ The passage of Medicare and Medicaid. The former 
mandated health coverage for citizens over age 65. 
The latter provided medical coverage to the indigent. 

■ The Elementary and Secondary School Act of 1965, 
which provided more than a billion dollars in federal 
aid to the states. Overall, federal aid to education
increased sharply. 

■ The Voting Rights Act of 1965, which banned literacy
tests in states and counties within which less than 
half the population had voted in 1964. As a result, 
black voter turnout increased dramatically. 

The map-figure on page 721 of your textbook provides a 
comparison of African American voter registration before 
and after the passage of the Voting Right Act. 

Johnson Escalates the Vietnam War 

Johnson’s progressive agenda had transformative and long-
lasting effects on American society. However, his Vietnam
War policies helped divide the nation and, in the end, bring
down his presidency. 

Johnson took a hard line against the Soviet Union. Military
intervention was definitely on the table for the Western
Hemisphere. He made that clear, for example, by sending
20,000 troops to the Dominican Republic to quash political
unrest in support of a conservative government. From
Johnson’s term onward, left-leaning governments in Latin
America were at risk of being overthrown in favor of authori-
tarian right-wing regimes. Globally, the goal of winning the
Cold War trumped all other foreign policy concerns.

An excuse for expanded military engagement in South
Vietnam was provided by the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution. As
you read about this topic in your textbook, be advised that
it’s still not clear to what extent that resolution rested on
invented premises. 
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Full-scale American involvement in Vietnam began in 1965.
The strategic goal was fuzzy. The main idea at that point was
preventing a North Vietnamese victory. However, after air
strikes proved ineffective Johnson’s strategy was gradual
escalation aimed at pressuring Ho Chi Minh toward a diplo-
matic solution. In July of 1965, Johnson gave the go-ahead
for U.S. military combat operations. This decision effectively
called for an open-ended military commitment to the defense
of South Vietnam. For the next three years, as American
troop levels expanded enormously, intense warfare did little
more than prevent a North Vietnamese victory. 

The map of Southeast Asia on page 724 of your textbook will
help you get an overview of the geography of the Vietnam War.
Note that U.S. forces made major incursions into Laos and
Cambodia in the latter stages of the war. Study the table on
page 725 to track U.S. troop levels in Vietnam between 1960
and 1972.

Years of Turmoil

The war in Vietnam became the focal point for mounting protest
during the 1960s and early 1970s. Initially, the protestors were
college students. However, by 1968 disadvantaged minorities 
of all kinds were protesting a full spectrum of rights issues
beyond that antiwar focus. In the end, the period between
1960 and the early 1970s marked nothing less than a social
and cultural revolution that would leave an indelible impres-
sion on American society. The “years of turmoil” had two
interwoven dimensions: political and social. 

Political activism began with the founding of the Students for
a Democratic Society (SDS) at Port Huron, Michigan, in 1962.
The SDS agenda embraced traditional progressive issues
such as reducing poverty, ending racism, providing public
housing, and establishing a national comprehensive health
insurance system. Their political innovation was what they
called participatory democracy. In their view, every voice
should be heard, but no man should stand above another,
and each person was responsible for his or her actions and
decisions. This credo of political individualism made it all but
impossible to enact an organized movement. 
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The Berkeley Free Speech Movement of 1964 involved a handful
of radical students protesting university policies restricting
fund-raising for off-campus projects, typically those related to
the civil rights movement. What started small got much, much
larger as Free Speech movement ideas were picked up by the
now widespread campus influences of the SDS. By 1968, a
generalized, amorphous youth counterculture had spread 
to campuses across the nation. With respect to opposition 
to the Vietnam War, a high point was the occupation of five
buildings on the campus of New York’s Columbia University 
by an alliance of black activists and the SDS. 

As resistance to the political aspects of the counterculture
intensified in the political establishment, militant activism
emerged in different forms. The Weather Underground
adopted anarchist ideas that were inclined to violence. Black
militants gained control of the SNCC. Eventually, the Black
Power movement led to the formation of the militant Black
Panthers.

Powerful spin-offs of the political counterculture included the
rise of ethnic nationalism and the women’s liberation move-
ment. The former, under the leadership of Cesar Chavez,
organized exploited Hispanic farm workers. The latter, under
the leadership of Betty Freidan, was organized by the found-
ing of the National Organization for Women (NOW).

The rise of the counterculture isn’t easily characterized. In
part, it was a powerful amplification of youthful rebellion
generated in large measure by the Vietnam War and the civil
rights movement. It was also a youth solidarity movement
mainly organized around the music of artists such as Joan
Baez, Bob Dylan, and, later, by the Beatles and the “acid
rock” of the Grateful Dead. Indeed, the high tide of the youth
counterculture was marked by the Woodstock, New York,
music festival of 1969.

Aspects of the political and cultural dimensions of the coun-
terculture were often woven together. The “Yippies,” such as
Jerry Rubin and Abbie Hoffman, satirized and mocked
America’s consumer culture. The political demonstrations
and police overreaction at the Chicago National Democratic
Convention of 1968 blended drugs, rock and roll, and hippy
flower power in opposition to “the establishment.” 
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Without question, a major current of the counterculture was
chemical. Some of the drug use, especially with respect to mari-
juana was mostly about immediate sensate pleasure and social
solidarity. In other ways, the widespread use of hallucinogenic
drugs like LSD, mescaline, and hash (high-TLC marijuana),
expressed a determination to explore the boundaries of the 
consensus reality. It’s no accident that interest in Eastern 
religions and the era of hallucinogens were concurrent. 

The counterculture couldn’t last if only because even ardent
hippies who went to live in communes inevitably crossed the
boundary from youth to adulthood. In fact, most hippies put
their love beads and peace symbols in a drawer as they were
sucked back into the conventional world by college loan pay-
ments, kids, and mortgages. Nevertheless, for better or for
worse, the counterculture changed our ideas about art, dress
styles, sexual morality, spirituality, childrearing, and educa-
tion. Even today, the residual effects of the counterculture
linger in the agendas of radical progressives, environmental
activists, and social critics too numerous to mention. 

The Return of Richard Nixon

Unlike previous wars, the war in Vietnam was televised.
Objective reporters like Walter Cronkite weren’t constrained
from speaking bluntly to the American people. Shocking
images of war spilled out of TV screens with the evening
news. As a result, however gradually, American majority
opinion turned against the war and undermined confidence
in the Johnson administration. 

In that context, this section describes how the Vietcong Tet
Offensive led Johnson to conclude that the Vietnam War was
hopeless. Lyndon Johnson was by no means solely responsible
for the carnage of this ill-fated war, but it weighed heavily 
on him. On March 31, 1968, in an address to the nation, 
he outlined his ideas about how to end the war and then
announced he wouldn’t run for another term as president. 

His decision, as you’ll see, tore the Democratic Party apart. In
part, without question, major factors in that process followed
from the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. in April 
(in Memphis) and of Robert Kennedy in June (in Los Angeles).
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In effect, Richard Nixon was enabled to ascend to the presi-
dency on stepping-stones of tragedy and Democratic political
disarray. 

The era of liberal reform died with the election of Richard
Nixon. The cultural revolution of the 1960s and early 1970s
gave way to America’s default option, namely, the business 
of America is business. Soon, the so-called Reagan Revolution of
1980 would mark a hard right turn to strident conservatism
at home and abroad. 

Self-Check 14
Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. Given that consumerism was the dominant theme of the 1950s, the greatest growth

area of that period was in the area of organized religion.

______ 2. Kennedy cancelled planned American air strikes that were to have supported the Cuban

exile army that landed at the Bay of Pigs. 

______ 3. The emphasis on family life during the 1950s encouraged advances in the feminist

movement. 

______ 4. Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) was formed during the Berkeley Free Speech

Movement. 

______ 5. Eisenhower’s most significant legislative achievement was the passage of the National

Highway Act. 

______ 6. Hubert Humphrey’s election campaign was hurt by Lyndon Johnson’s refusal to end the

bombing in Vietnam. 

(Continued)
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Self-Check 14

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. Kennedy’s progressive legislative efforts were obstructed in the Congress by a ________
coalition of Northern Republicans and Southern Democrats. 

8. After his electoral victory of 1948, Truman announced a legislative program he called the
_______ Deal. 

9. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 banned ______ tests in states or counties in which less than
half the population had voted in 1964. 

10. Martin Luther King, Jr. founded the _________. 

11. As passed under President Johnson, __________ mandated health insurance for people over
65 under the Social Security program. 

12. The creation of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration and the passing of the
National Defense _________ Act were both reactions to the Soviet launching of Sputnik. 

Check your answers with those on page 203.

ASSIGNMENT 31: A NEW
CONSERVATISM, 1969–1988 
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 31 in your textbook.

In this and the concluding chapter of your course, you’ll
encounter information that will begin to look more and more
familiar. Most of the social and economic issues of the late
twentieth century have continued to be the issues of our time.
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The Tempting of Richard Nixon
In the face of a Democratic Congress, Richard Nixon made no
effort to overthrow Johnson’s Great Society programs. In fact,
in some ways he tried to extend that agenda. He was the first
president to affirm affirmative action. He also saw to the
establishment of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

However, in a policy he called the “new federalism,” Nixon
shifted responsibility for many social welfare programs to the
states. Given that desegregation laws were to begin taking
effect as he entered office, he also shifted responsibility for
enforcement to the states. The net effect of this political
maneuvering was an uneven pattern of support for social
welfare programs and the enforcement of segregation laws. 

Nixon was most interested in pursuing a foreign policy
agenda. In partnership with Henry Kissinger (a refugee from
Nazi Germany) as his national security advisor, he sought a
policy of détente (eased tensions) with the Soviet Union. To
that end, a major Nixon-Kissinger objective was normalizing
relations with China. Nixon began that process by meeting
with communist leaders in Beijing in 1971. 

Taking note of this move, the Soviets agreed to an arms con-
trol pact with the United States. Although the Strategic Arms
Limitation Talks (SALT) had been going on since 1969, Nixon
breathed new life into them. He signed two vital pacts with
then-Soviet Premier Brezhnev. The SALT I agreements didn’t
do all that much to stop the nuclear arms standoff between
the superpowers, but a symbolic step was taken toward
nuclear arms control in a nervous world. 

Nixon’s approach to the Vietnam War had three parts. (1) He
called for gradual withdrawal of American troops while train-
ing South Vietnamese forces to take over most of the fighting.
(2) He decided to renew the bombing campaign. (3) He was
determined to maintain a hard line with Hanoi.

Nixon’s decision to invade and bomb Cambodia was meant 
to obstruct North Korean supply routes over the so-called 
Ho Chi Minh Trail, which wound through Cambodia. The
decision alarmed the antiwar crowd, because Cambodia was
a sovereign country that hadn’t invaded the United States.
Meanwhile, efforts to train South Vietnamese troops weren’t
particularly effective. 
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The hardline negotiation effort did bear fruit. In 1969, Kissinger
began secret meetings with Ho Chi Minh’s Foreign Minister,
Le Duc Tho. Due to South Vietnamese unhappiness with 
the proposed terms for an agreement, the talks were stalled.
Then, in 1972, Nixon ordered a series of massive B-52 raids
on Hanoi. As a result, in 1973, North Vietnam agreed to a
truce. Under its terms, the U.S. agreed to remove its troops
within 60 days in return for the release of American prisoners.
However, the terms of the treaty allowed North Vietnamese
troops then in South Vietnam to remain in place. 

After a long pause, in 1974 the North Vietnamese launched 
a major attack that took over South Vietnam in short order,
forcing the remaining Americans and a host of Vietnamese
refugees to affect a very hasty retreat.

Watergate

Nixon was quite intelligent, but his character failed to exhibit
any noticeable effects of his Quaker upbringing. After the
Kent State tragedy that killed four students and wounded
eleven more, Nixon called the unarmed students “bums” who
just wanted to blow up campuses. Nixon embraced Henry
Kissinger’s realpolitik, a view that the pursuit of national
interests trumps moral concerns. On top of that, Nixon saw
himself as a victim surrounded by enemies. In that context,
he set up his own covert White House team, called the
“Plumbers,” to seek out breaches in national security. His
problems began when his Plumbers, led by John Dean, got
into the shady business of breaking and entering to spy on
the Democrats. 

As your textbook points out, the events that led to Nixon’s
resignation revealed both the dark and the light of the U.S.
political system. On the dark side, it revealed the potential
for abuse by America’s increasingly powerful Chief Executive.
On the other side, the free press did its job and the Congress
took proper and necessary action.



Lesson 5 185

The Economy of Stagflation

Egypt and Syria launched a surprise attack against Israel 
on the Jewish holy day of Yom Kippur on October 6, 1973.
Nixon and Kissinger intervened to prevent an Israeli response
that would have devastated both aggressor countries, but
America’s diplomatic efforts on behalf of Middle East stability
were offset by another crucial development. 

On October 17, the Arab members of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) authorized a five-
percent cut in oil production until Israel surrendered the 
territories it had gained during the Six Day War of 1967.
Nixon responded by announcing an emergency aid package
to Israel. Three days later, Saudi Arabia imposed an embargo
on Saudi oil shipments to the United States. The oil embargo
of 1973 had a stunning impact on the U.S. economy. As
you’ll learn, it initiated a long period of inflation at time when
wages were stagnant, hence the expression stagflation. Ever
since, especially as reserves in known oil fields began to
decline over the next decades, oil production and oil prices
have played a central part in American foreign policies. 

Private Lives, Public Issues

By the early 1970s, the golden era of the American middle
class was rapidly eroding. Wages were stagnant. As wages fell
and the economy was rocked by oil shocks, the traditional
suburban family of the 1950s and 1960s began to look like
an endangered species. It’s in this context that you’ll want 
to think about political firestorms of the 1970s that continue
to this day. Pages 745–749 of your textbook detail changes 
to the American family, gains and setbacks for women, the
gay liberation movement, and the AIDS epidemic.
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Politics and Diplomacy 
after Watergate

The Watergate scandal cast shadows. Upon Nixon’s resignation,
Gerald Ford assumed the presidency as the nation’s first
unelected president. His administration was almost entirely
consumed by efforts to restore dignity and credibility to the
White House. That was made more difficult as covert activi-
ties of the CIA fell under the spotlight of Congressional
hearings. Two odd features marked his term in the White
House: First, his main impact on efforts to pass progressive
legislation, such as aid to education and the regulation of
strip mining, was his use of the veto. He vetoed 39 bills.
Second, before he left office he issued a general pardon to
Richard Nixon. 

The election of James Earl Carter, former governor of Georgia
in 1976 was, perhaps, entirely understandable. He represented
himself as an authentic Washington outsider. And, it seems,
that was just about what Americans were looking for. 

However, overall, Carter’s presidency was doomed at the 
outset. Precisely because he was an outsider, he had no 
clear political philosophy. Worse, he was a babe in the woods 
when it came to managing the ins and outs of dealing with
Congress. Worse yet, he had no substantive ideas about 
what to do about oil shocks and the continuing malaise of
the American economy, much less the Iranian hostage crisis
of 1979. As it turned out, it’s likely his presidency will mainly
be remembered for two foreign policy initiatives. One was a
positive step in the Middle East. The other was the heating
up of the Cold War with the overturning of the period of
détente. 

Carter’s crowning foreign policy achievement was his overseeing
of the Camp David Accords (1978). He managed to get Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem
Begin to sign a peace treaty, the details of which are noted in
your textbook. 

Zbigniew Brzezinski, Carter’s national security advisor, was
determined to reverse the policy of détente. He was a hard-
liner. He persuaded Carter to adopt the new MX missiles to
replace the older Minute Man missiles. The result was an
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intensified arms race between the two superpowers. Brzezinski
was also intent on outmaneuvering the Soviets through closer
U.S. relations with China. What Nixon started in 1971 was 
concluded as the two nations exchanged ambassadors in 1979.

The collapse of détente was finalized by the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan in 1979. Carter decided to withdraw the SALT II
treaty from consideration by the Senate.

Carter was a principled man, and no means unintelligent (he
held a degree in nuclear engineering). But, as it has turned
out, Carter may best be remembered for his tireless efforts 
to support human rights around the world after he left the
White House. 

The Reagan Revolution

In the election of 1980, Ronald Reagan and his running 
mate George H. W. Bush rode a Republican landslide. For 
the first time since 1954, Republicans controlled the Senate
while having seriously reduced the Democratic majority in
the House. 

Upon taking office in 1981, Reagan announced that government
wasn’t the solution to our problems, it was the problem. Then,
embracing a philosophy of supply-side economics, he set about
cutting federal spending and slashing taxes. The idea was
that lower taxes on the wealthy would free up money they
were stuffing into tax shelters and cause them to spend 
more money in productive investment. 

In his efforts to roll back government regulation of the private
sector, he appointed a cabinet who liked the Reagan agenda.
Secretary of the Interior James Watt enraged environmentalists
by opening up public lands to coal and timber companies, while
also making a billion or so acres available for offshore oil
drilling. Secretary of Transportation Drew Lewis managed 
to free the auto industry from pesky regulations aimed at
increasing passenger safety. He also made an infamous 
name for himself with organized labor by opposing a strike 
by PATCO—the air traffic controllers union. Reagan settled
the matter by firing all the union members. 
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In a calculated move to satisfy feminist concerns, Reagan
appointed Sandra Day O’Connor to the Supreme Court.
Meanwhile, his lower-court appointments continued to
exhibit his inattention to the concerns of women and 
African Americans.

Reagan and the World

Under Reagan, the defense budget reached $300 billion by 1985.
His rationale was standing tall against the Soviet’s “evil empire.”
As the reheated Cold War got hotter, he announced his Strategic
Defense Initiative (SDI), which was almost immediately called
“Star Wars” by pundits and the press. The Soviet response
was building lots of bigger and better land-based ICBMs.
Altogether, that brought the global total to around 50,000
nuclear warheads. 

In an effort to combat the spread of communist influence in
Central America, the Reagan administration supported the over-
throw of leftist governments in favor of right-wing authoritarian
regimes. Your textbook details the administration’s actions in
Central America. 

Reagan tried to follow Carter’s policies in the Middle East. 
He oversaw the withdrawal of Israeli forced forces from the
Egyptian Sinai and favored policies that would establish an
independent Palestinian state. However, the Israelis continued to
expand their settlements in the West Bank, effectively quashing
those efforts. 

A stain on the Reagan legacy was the Iran-Contra scandal. It
was a covert operation intended to ship arms to Iran, which
was engaged with a bloody war with Iraq at the time. The
objective was freeing America hostages held in Lebanon by
groups loyal to Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini. That was bad 
policy. But the criminal part got started with a deal to use
profits from the Iran arms deal to support the Contras in
their battle to overthrow the leftist Sandinistas in Nicaragua.
Reagan managed to sustain little damage from the affair, but
the deal manager, Oliver North, was investigated for soliciting
donations from wealthy right-wing Republicans.
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Study the two heavily captioned maps on pages 758 and 759
of your textbook. The map on page 758 gives you an overview
of trouble spots in Central America and the Caribbean. The
map on page 759 gives you a very short course on trouble
spots of the Middle East. Both maps refer to conditions in the
1980s and early 1990s. 

In Reagan’s second term, he began to back away from his 
“evil empire” rhetoric as he engaged in talks with the Soviet
Premier Mikhail Gorbachev. The two agreed on the Intermediate
Nuclear Forces Treaty of 1987 that removed all midrange
nuclear missiles from Europe. Although Gorbachev deserves
most of the credit for ending the Cold War, Reagan’s role 
wasn’t insignificant. 

ASSIGNMENT 32: TO THE
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY,
1989–2009
Read this assignment. Then read chapter 32 in your textbook.

As a rule, it seems to take hindsight to unravel the impacts
and causes of historical events. Historians do their best to
understand people and events objectively, but because the
interactions of people and events are immensely complicated,
all history is, to some extent, flavored by perspective and
interpretation. And, frankly, there’s a tendency for historians
to adopt the prejudices and perspectives of their society.
Napoleon once commented that, “History is a lie agreed on.”
And, in fact, that can be the case to the extent that historical
accounts serve as nationalistic propaganda, as was certainly
the case in the Soviet Union and Hitler’s Germany. 

So, these brief comments on America’s most recent history
should be understood as somewhat tentative. Many assump-
tions we’re presently inclined to make about the motives of
political leaders or the actual forces behind events may look
rather different by, say, the year 2150. 
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The First President Bush

George H. W. Bush was elected in 1988. With respect to domes-
tic policies, George Bush continued the Reagan agenda. He had
little to offer on health care, environmental protection, or
other kinds of progressive measures. The one exception was
the passing of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1991. He
was concerned about the soaring federal deficit he’d inherited
from Reagan and did attempt to do some cost cutting.

G. H. W. Bush will probably be most remembered for interna-
tional events that occurred on his watch and his foreign-policy
initiatives. Mikhail Gorbachev was the major player in reforms
that led to the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the
Soviet Union. In addition, Bush had little to do with the
surge toward democratic government in Eastern Europe 
and Tiananmen Square democracy movement that was
crushed by the Chinese government. However, he was 
president when these things happened. 

The map on page 772 of your textbook will help you think
about the situation on Europe as the Cold War ended between
1989 and 1991.

Bush’s popularity soared to unprecedented levels as a result
of his actions in the Gulf War of 1990–1991. Bush was quite
adroit in assembling a coalition of allies and securing a UN
resolution to justify the liberation of Kuwait from the armies
of Iraq’s Saddam Hussein. Operation Desert Storm was a
stunning military success that seemed to lift the curse of
America’s defeat in Vietnam. Also, it didn’t hurt that the 
price of gasoline dropped dramatically. 

The Changing Faces of America

Major demographic changes reshaped the face of America in
the second half of the twentieth century. American popula-
tion density shifted away from the Northeast and the Midwest
as people moved steadily into the Sunbelt of the West and
the Southeast. A major factor in this population shift was
massive federal spending on defense industries that were
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mainly located in the Sunbelt. Another factor has been corpo-
rate drift toward Sunbelt states and cities where labor is
cheaper and unions have little or no influence.

Immigration revived on a massive scale, but this time the
new immigrants were mainly coming from Latin America,
Asia, and the Middle East. These new immigrants are very
widely distributed across the nation.

American is now a multiracial, multiethnic nation. For a long
time, social pundits saw America as a melting pot. New immi-
grants would adopt the themes and attitudes of American life
as they were assimilated into the dominant culture. Today,
we’re more inclined to think of America as a panorama of 
cultural diversity.

A significant percentage of African Americans have made
substantial socioeconomic gains since mid-century. However,
blacks have continued to struggle against economic disparity,
residential segregation, racial profiling in relations with law
enforcement, and urban gang violence. Correlated to these
problems, the incarceration rates for blacks remain massively
disproportionate to the population as a whole. The iconic
moment with respect to America’s continuing racial divide
was the weak, ineffectual local, state, and federal response to
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The great majority of people who
suffered and died in New Orleans were African Americans.

The New Democrats

President G. H. W. Bush’s popularity soared after the Gulf
War, but due to a persistent economic recession his popular-
ity declined precipitously as the election of 1992 approached.
“It’s the economy, stupid” became a dominant slogan in the
struggle between Republicans and Democrats. The main 
contestants in the election were George Bush (senior), 
Texas billionaire Ross Perot, and the long-time governor of
Arkansas, William Jefferson Clinton. The election of Clinton
and his running mate, Albert Gore of Tennessee, marked a
sea change in the American political landscape. Bill Clinton
was the most intelligent, articulate, and capable American
president since Franklin Roosevelt. But, as it turned out, in



American History192

the climate of conservatism that lingered from the Reagan
revolution, Bill Clinton was no FDR. On the domestic front
he’ll probably be remembered for the following:

■ Tax increases helped stem the federal deficit, turning
deficits into surpluses by the end of Clinton’s second
term.

■ Hillary Clinton led an initiative to finally realize Harry
Truman’s dream of national health insurance. The plan
was summarily defeated by its own flaws and the iron
grip of corporate interests represented by the giant
health insurance and pharmaceutical industries. 

■ The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA),
passed in 1993, created a tariff-free “common market”
that encompassed the United States, Mexico, and Canada.
NAFTA marked the rapid rise of an international trade
and banking system that dominates the agendas of
national governments. The system is generally referred 
to as globalization. 

Almost from day one, Bill and Hillary Clinton were under attack
from conservatives. Bill Clinton’s character flaws came under the
public spotlight when his affair with a White House intern was
revealed. In that context, the relentless assaults of appointed
special prosecutor Ken Starr led to Clinton’s impeachment. The
articles of impeachment were endorsed by the House. But, at
that point, the public was inclined to view Clinton’s sexual
naughtiness as a private matter. In any case, the Senate failed 
to convict the president of “high crimes and misdemeanors.”
Clinton remained president, but the dignity of the presidential
office was seriously bruised. 

Clinton and the World

Several aspects of Clinton’s foreign policies stand out:

■ Following the lead of his predecessor, Clinton strongly
supported Boris Yeltsin, the president of the Russian
Republic established in 1991. 
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■ Clinton’s decision to intervene in the political chaos of
Somalia turned out badly. The death of eighteen U.S.
service personnel turned public opinion against the 
venture in Somalia. U.S. troops were withdrawn. 

■ Military intervention in Haiti was intended to halt the
flow of refugees into the United States from Haiti. The
Haitians were fleeing poverty and the tyranny of a 
military junta that ruled that most impoverished of
Caribbean nations. The military junta was overthrown
and Bertrand Aristide, a popular reformist, was installed
as the Haitian president.

■ The breakup of Yugoslavia led to nationalist movements
in the various Balkan states that had comprised that
communist country. An overview of the Balkan Wars 
is offered in your textbook on pages 782–783. Note 
the generally ineffectual efforts of UN peacekeepers 
to prevent “ethnic cleansing” (genocide), mainly carried
out by Serbian forces under the Serb dictator Slobodan
Milosevic. Note that heavy NATO bombing attacks on
Serbia were crucial to the campaign to free Kosovo 
from Serbian control. 

The map on page 783 of your textbook may help you 
understand the breakup of the former Yugoslavia and the con-
fusing, complex, and violent events in the Balkan states in the
1990s. 

Republicans Triumphant

President George W. Bush’s eight years as president began
after a long, embarrassing struggle to have all the votes
counted in Florida. Florida’s 25 electoral votes were crucial 
to the outcome of the election, and the Republican edge in
that state was paper thin. This led to a bizarre struggle over
a Florida recount that dragged on and on. In the end, the
recount effort was aborted by the Supreme Court. In the 5-
to-4 decision in the case of Bush v. Gore, the Court set aside
further court deliberations over the vote count and appointed
Bush president. 
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With respect to the future of the American Republic, the 
features of G. W. Bush’s presidency are at best controversial.
Your textbook details various aspects of the Bush adminis-
tration’s domestic policies, including tax cuts and the No
Child Left Behind Act. 

On September 11, 2001, terrorists destroyed the World Trade
Center, flew a plane into the Pentagon, and crashed a plane
full of passengers into a field in Pennsylvania. Nearly 3,000
innocent people died in New York. Initially, the tragedy of
September 11 united world opinion on the side of the United
States. However, the policies of the Bush presidency have
long since alienated world opinion. 

Following more or less directly on the attacks of September 11
and an anthrax attack of unknown origin aimed at prominent
figures in the U.S. Congress, a number of events have occurred
in the context of the “war on terror.” Your textbook details
aspects of these wide-ranging actions, including the wars 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Barack Obama’s Triumph and Trials

You’l gain some insight into the most recent recession,
known as the Great Recession, on page 791. 

If you pay even a little bit of attention to the news, you know
that issues like terrorism, the state of the middle class, and ris-
ing health care costs are some of the major issues of the day.
Leaders of both political parties continue to fight over the best
way to address such issues. The rest of this section of your
textbook touches on some of the more controversial issues. 

To conclude your work with this final chapter, study the
“Chronology” box on page 795 of your textbook.

Now, review the material you’ve learned in this study 
guide as well as the assigned pages in your textbook for
Assignments 27–32. Once you feel you understand the material,
complete Self-Check 15. Then check your answers with those
provided at the end of this study guide. If you’ve missed 
any answers, or you feel unsure of the material, review the
assigned pages in your textbook and this study guide. When
you’re sure that you completely understand the information
presented in Assignments 27–32, complete your examination
for Lesson 5.
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Self-Check 15

Indicate whether each of the following statements is True or False.

______ 1. During the election of 2004, both sides used the Internet to achieve their political

goals. 

______ 2. Richard Nixon was opposed to affirmative action, but he established the Environmental

Protection Agency. 

______ 3. During the Clinton years, the main cause of the wars in the Balkans was Muslim 

militancy.

______ 4. In the context of the Iran-Contra affair, national security advisor Robert McFarlane

offered antitank missiles to Iran in exchange for the release of hostages held in

Lebanon. 

______ 5. By the 1990s, the majority of Americans lived in the Sunbelt. 

______ 6. The Stonewall riots in Greenwich Village resulted in the rise of the gay liberation 

movement. 

Fill in the blank with the correct term.

7. In the election of 1992, Texas billionaire Ross Perot saw the nation’s _______ as the major
threat to American security and prosperity. 

8. A series of meetings between Reagan and _______ led to the Intermediate Nuclear Forces
Treaty, which removed all intermediate-range missiles from Europe. 

9. The Camp David Accords achieved under the Carter administration resulted in a peace treaty
between _______ and Israel. 

10. Critics of George W. Bush’s decision to have the United States assume the role of global
policeman and wage preventive wars charged that Bush was engaged in _______. 

11. “Star Wars” was the informal name applied to Reagan’s proposed _______.

12. As of 2002, the most prosperous of the ethnic minorities came from _______.

Check your answers with those on page 204.
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NOTES



Self-Check 1
1. True

2. True 

3. False

4. True 

5. False

6. True 

7. agricultural 

8. tobacco 

9. gold 

10. Glorious 

11. Winthrop

12. Renaissance 

Self-Check 2
1. False

2. True

3. False

4. False

5. True

6. True

7. Albany

8. population 

9. Dutch

10. Virginia 

11. Awakening 

12. mercantilism 
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Self-Check 3
1. False

2. True 

3. True 

4. False

5. True 

6. False

7. True 

8. False

9. True

10. Samuel Adams

11. amendments 

12. Jay’s 

13. Stamp

14. Virginia

15. Judiciary

16. Articles

17. Common Sense 

18. Thomas Jefferson 

Self-Check 4
1. False

2. True

3. False

4. False

5. False

6. True

7. Albany

8. Embargo
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9. Oregon

10. Louisiana

11. textile

12. judicial

Self-Check 5
1. True 

2. False

3. True 

4. False

5. False

6. True 

7. short

8. Whigs

9. yeoman

10. nullification 

11. tobacco 

12. Eaton

Self-Check 6
1. False

2. False

3. False

4. True 

5. True 

6. False 

7. manifest

8. Liberia

9. asylum
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10. Goodyear

11. domesticity

12. California

Self-Check 7
1. True

2. False

3. True

4. True

5. False

6. False

7. Antietam

8. Douglas

9. Gettysburg

10. American

11. Whig 

12. anaconda

Self-Check 8
1. False

2. False

3. True

4. False

5. False

6. True

7. Grange

8. Redeemers

9. Reclamation

10. fifty (50)
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11. Overland 

12. Fourteenth

Self-Check 9
1. True

2. False

3. True

4. False

5. True

6. True

7. social

8. Haymarket

9. Susan B. Anthony

10. Tesla

11. Victorian

12. vertical

Self-Check 10
1. True

2. True

3. False

4. False

5. False

6. True

7. Boxer

8. Sherman

9. ten

10. Ocala

11. Platt

12. Sister Carrie
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Self-Check 11
1. False

2. True

3. True

4. False

5. True

6. False

7. pragmatism

8. oligopoly

9. square

10. Ashcan

11. Nineteenth 

12. birds (of) passage 

Self-Check 12
1. False

2. True

3. False

4. True

5. False

6. True

7. False

8. True

9. True

10. immigration

11. labor

12. dollar

13. bonus

14. Equal
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15. Harlem 

16. eagle

17. Public Information

18. Palmer

Self-Check 13
1. False

2. True

3. True 

4. True 

5. False

6. False

7. Axis

8. Roosevelt

9. Yalta

10. Loyalty

11. Berlin

12. Suez

Self-Check 14
1. False 

2. True

3. False

4. False

5. True 

6. True

7. conservative

8. Fair 

9. literacy 
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10. Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 

11. Medicare 

12. Education 

Self-Check 15
1. True 

2. False

3. False

4. True 

5. True 

6. True 

7. deficit 

8. Gorbachev 

9. Egypt 

10. unilateralism 

11. Strategic Defense Initiative 

12. Asia
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