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IDEXX SERVICES: EC1

PATHOLOGY

TEST: EC1

Subcutaneous left submandibular mass, fine needle aspiration. Source as indicated on diagram.

Cytology Source:

CBC = shows neutrophilia with monocytosis. Firm swelling left submandibular. Ddx/disease suspected: Abscess – rule out
tumors.

Clinical History:

MICROSCOPIC DESCRIPTION:
One slide was of limited cellularity and the other appeared to be of moderate cellularity. There was a diffuse proteinaceous,
eosinophilic background. Although many monocytes and neutrophils were blood-associated, there were occasional
macrophages and moderately degenerate neutrophils that are presumed to be part of the mass itself. Abundant necrotic
cellular debris was also noted. A small amount of mature keratin was seen. No obvious microorganisms were seen, but
investigation was difficult due to the necrotic debris.

MICROSCOPIC INTERPRETATION:
Mixed inflammation and necrosis.

COMMENTS:
The cause of the inflammation is unclear from this sample. Bacterial culture/sensitivity is strongly recommended given the
degenerate nature of the neutrophils. Mixed cell inflammation is typically associated with chronic inflammatory lesions such
as foreign body reactions, atypical bacterial or fungal infections, chronic nonspecific tissue injury, immune-mediated
conditions, or neoplasia. Biopsy and histopathology of the mass is advised for further characterization, especially if bacterial
cultures are negative. Histopathology can be submitted at a reduced cost (test code: EBMDA1, please provide this cytology
number when submitting).
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