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PROJECT OBJECTIVE
By the conclusion of this course, you’ll have acquired a great
deal of information on community corrections. Your studies
will take you on a journey through the origins, enactments,
and procedures of some of the most important rules and laws
in any criminal justice system on both the state and federal
levels. Part of that journey involves the completion of a
 project—an integral part of your studies.

To complete the project, you must

1. Research the criminal justice system in your jurisdiction
to discover how the system works and how it incorporates
the rules and laws of your own community

2. Examine the justice system in your jurisdiction through
the eyes of the professionals who are responsible for the
day-to-day administration of this complex, yet vitally
essential, correctional system

3. Develop a report to demonstrate the knowledge you’ve
gained from your assignments, specifically related to the
local workings of your criminal justice system

INSTRUCTIONS
To satisfy the requirements for the project, you’ll complete
assignments at the conclusion of Lessons 1, 2, 3, and 4.
After you complete all the lessons in the course, you’ll pre-
pare a paper to submit for grading.
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In your report, you’ll detail the manner in which your juris-
diction addresses and applies each of the following factors: 

• Arraignment

• Parole and probation

• Community and drug courts

• Pretrial release

• Sentencing alternatives and treatment

• Community service (as a function of sentence)

Complete each assignment as you come to it in the course. In
this way, you’ll build the necessary foundation for the paper
you’ll write. In addition, the assignments will assist in your
understanding of the technical language and application of
the material you’re learning.

Be sure to take careful notes as you complete each assign-
ment. You’ll be using this information to write your paper.
Also, keep track of the sources you research so you can cite
them in your paper.

Assignment for Lesson 1: Arraignments
Complete this assignment as soon as you finish the work for
Lesson 1. The purpose of this assignment is (1) to give you a
firsthand look at the inner workings of your local arraignment
court and (2) to provide you with an opportunity to observe
how some of the topics that you’ve studied are applied.

At an arraignment, a criminal defendant makes his or her
first appearance in court on misdemeanor or felony charges.
Many important procedures take place at the arraignment,
including the formal entry of a plea (usually not guilty), pre-
trial release status, and the possible referral to community
courts and diversionary programs. With the exception of juve-
nile courts, all courts are always open to the general public.

To complete this assignment, follow these steps:

1. Contact your local criminal court (either federal, state,
city, town, or village level is acceptable) to find out when
they schedule their arraignments.
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2. Make plans to attend a number of arraignments.

3. During the arraignments, take the following steps:

a. As you observe the arraignments, try to identify
some of the topics you’ve studied as you watch them
being put into practice.

b. Take notes on what you observe.

c. During any recess, speak with the court clerks or
officers. Ask them questions about what you’ve just
seen, and record their responses in your notes.
These people are usually very helpful and welcome
questions from visiting criminal justice students.

Assignment for Lesson 2: State
Sentencing Issues
Complete this assignment as soon as you finish the work for
Lesson 2.

The purpose of this assignment is for you to gain an under-
standing of your state’s laws that relate to the sentencing
issues covered in Lesson 2. Most, if not all, states have a set
of statutes that govern the procedural and sentencing aspects
of criminal cases. These laws are usually codified in the
“Criminal Procedures Law” or “Code of Criminal Procedures.”
These laws control the progress of a case through the system
as well as the sentencing aspects at conclusion. They’re dis-
tinguished from the penal law, which defines substantive
criminal conduct such as robbery, burglary, and assault.

To complete this assignment, follow these steps:

1. Obtain a copy of your state’s laws, either at a public or
law school library or online.

2. Read those portions of your state’s criminal procedures
law that relate to the following topics:

a. Probation

b. Parole

c. Sentencing alternatives

d. Prison release programs
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3. Try to envision how these rules are put into practical
operation in your community.

4. Make notes on what you learn.

Assignment for Lesson 3: Sentencing
Alternatives and Treatment
Complete this assignment as soon as you finish the work for
Lesson 3.

The criminal justice system is becoming more adept in find-
ing creative alternatives to sentencing offenders in lieu of
prison or jail. Many alternatives to incarceration require the
criminal justice system to prepare the defendant to live a
crime-free lifestyle by addressing issues that appear to be the
foundation for their criminal behavior. Courts are more adept
in determining offenders’ risks and assessing their needs in
order to seek an alternative to confinement and a more holis-
tic approach. The goal of this approach is to reduce the
burdensome costs of incarceration and reduce recidivism by
dealing with the causes of crime. 

In this lesson you’ve become familiar with correctional
 programs that address the underlying causes of criminal
behavior, such as drugs, lack of stable residence, and
 unemployment. You’ve also learned about the ability of
 community-based programs to supervise offenders’ progress
within the community and prepare them for successful
 reentry back into society as law-abiding community members.

To complete this assignment, follow these steps:

  1. Research your local criminal court system (probation/
parole officer, jail counselor, court administrator) to find
out whether there is a drug court or a halfway house/
day reporting center. 

  2. Find out how these correctional programs are utilized
when addressing the following issues offenders face while
serving a sentence:

a. Substance abuse

b. Employment
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c. Housing

d. Mental health

  3. Take notes on everything you learn from these interviews.

Assignment for Lesson 4: Application
Complete this assignment as soon as you finish the work for
Lesson 4. This is the final assignment before you start writ-
ing the paper for the project. To complete this assignment,
follow these steps:

1. Interview at least one of the following professionals who
work in your local jurisdiction:

a. Judge

b. Prosecuting attorney

c. Criminal defense attorney

d. Probation officer

e. Parole officer

f. Police officer

   Don’t worry if you don’t personally know anyone working
in these positions. Call the office involved and explain
the nature of your assignment. You should find that
they’re more than willing to assist and meet with you.

2. During the meeting, discuss your experiences in this
course. Specifically discuss what you’ve learned in your
assignments for Lessons 1–3. In your interview, focus on
the practical application of the concepts of all of the les-
sons that you’ve just completed. Here are some questions
you should ask. You may want to add some of your own.

a. Under what circumstances can a defendant receive a
sentence at probation?

b. Are there any crimes for which a sentence of proba-
tion is prohibited?

c. How much of a sentence must a defendant serve
before he or she is eligible to be paroled?



Community Corrections6

d. What would constitute a violation of probation and
parole? 

e. What types of crimes permit a community service
sentence? What are some examples?

f. Does your jurisdiction have a drug court? If so, how
does it work?

g. What forms of pretrial release does your jurisdiction
use?

3. Take careful notes of the information you gather from
these interviews.

PROJECT SPECIFICATIONS
1. Create a title page with the following information:

a. Title: Community Corrections

b. Your name

c. Your Student Number

d. Project number: 40615800

e. Current date

2. Prepare a paper of at least 1,500 words in a word-
 processing program.

3. Double-space your paper, with left and right margins of
1 to 1.25 inches, flush left and ragged right. Use a plain
12-point font.

4. Incorporate and properly reference the sources of infor-
mation obtained from your four assignments, as well as
from any other sources of information that you deem rel-
evant. To cite your sources, please follow this procedure:

a. Use in-text citations to indicate references to infor-
mation from outside sources. Include the author’s
name and the relevant page number(s) in parenthe-
ses. Here’s an example: Human beings have been
described as “symbol-using animals” (Burke 3).
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b. At the end of your paper, include a Works Cited
page, listing all of the sources you’ve consulted. Use
either MLA or APA format for this page. For informa-
tion on how to prepare this page, go to the Penn
Foster Library and click on Guidebooks and Tips in
the main menu.

5. Use the following outline as a suggested guide for the
body of your paper:

a. Introduction. Summarize your paper. Briefly describe
what the paper is about and how you went about
writing it.

b. Body of the report. Detail the manner in which 
your jurisdiction addresses and applies each of the
following factors. Don’t write in generalities; rather,
provide specific applications of each factor in your
community.

• Arraignment

• Parole and probation

• Community and drug courts

• Pretrial release

• Sentencing alternatives and treatment

• Community service (as a function of sentence)

c. Summary and conclusion. Provide a brief summary
of your findings, along with any conclusions you’ve
drawn from what you’ve learned throughout your
research.

6. Proofread your paper at least twice, paying careful
 attention to organization, spelling, grammar, punctua-
tion, and typographical errors. Remember that this is a
college course. Therefore, your work in all respects
should reflect college-level skills.

7. Submit the final draft of your paper to your instructor.
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GRADING CRITERIA
Your project will be graded on the following criteria:

Content 60%

Written communication 25%

Format 15%

Here’s a brief explanation of each of these criteria.

Content
The student provides details about the manner in which his
or her jurisdiction addresses each of the following, with spe-
cific application of each subject in the student’s community:

• Parole and probation 12%

• Community and drug courts 12%

• Pretrial release 12%

• Sentencing alternatives and treatment 12%

• Community service (as a function of sentence) 12%

Written Communication
The student

• Includes an introductory paragraph, a body, and 
a concluding paragraph

• Uses correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sen-
tence structure

• Provides clear organization by using words and phrases
like first, however, on the other hand, and so on, conse-
quently, since, next, and when

• Makes sure the paper contains no typographical errors



Research Project 9

Format
The paper is double-spaced, typed in font size 12, is at 
least 1,500 words long, and contains Internet and library
research sources.

SUBMITTING YOUR PROJECT
Use this procedure to submit your research project for grading:

1. On your computer, save a revised and corrected version
of your title page and paper.

2. Go to http://www.pennfoster.edu and log in.

3. Go to student portal.

4. Click on Take Exam next to the lesson you’re working on.

5. Enter your e-mail address in the box provided. (Note:
This information is required for online submission.)

6. Attach your file or files as follows:

a. Click on the Browse box.

b. Locate the file you wish to attach.

c. Double-click on the file.

d. Click on Upload File.

e. If you have more than one file to attach, repeat 
steps a–d.

7. Click on Submit Files.




