
 
 

Typefaces and Color Schemes 

Color and typography are very influential components of effective visual design, and two of the most 

difficult aspects of designing a website. For this assignment, you will be creating a color scheme using 

Adobe Color CC, and implementing two (2) unique typefaces using Google Fonts. You will also be 

working with Creative Commons image attribution, and adding new style properties and HTML 

elements including the background image property, image element, padding property, box 

shadow property, and border properties. 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

Before getting started on coding the assignment, you will need to find two (2) images from the Web 

that fit within a similar color palette. Each image must be governed by a Creative Commons (CC) 

license in order to be legally reused on your page. Some useful sites for finding CC images include: 

 http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/ 

 http://search.creativecommons.org/ 

 http://photopin.com/ 

 

Make sure to keep track of the URLs for each image, as well as each owners’ site/page and the 

governing CC licenses; you will need to use this information to properly attribute the images. 

Using Adobe Color CC, you have two options when creating a color scheme: using a color rule, or 

using an image. 

To create a color scheme using a color rule: 

1. Sign into Adobe Color CC using your Adobe ID (if you do not have one, click “Sign up” to 

create a free account) 

2. Choose a Color Rule from the menu on the left 

3. Click and move the indicators around the color wheel to adjust the choices 

a. You can also use the sliders below the color wheel 

4. Once you have completed your color scheme, click “Save” at the top right of the page  

5. Scroll down to view the Actions menu 

6. Click “Private” (lock icon in red) to change it to “Public” (icon will “unlock” and change to 

blue)   

7. At the top of the page, click My Themes  

8. Locate the color scheme you created and hover the mouse cursor over it to access options for 

the scheme 

https://www.google.com/fonts#AboutPlace:about
http://creativecommons.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons_license
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons_license
http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/
http://search.creativecommons.org/
http://photopin.com/
%09https:/wiki.creativecommons.org/Best_practices_for_attribution
https://color.adobe.com/


9. Click Copy Link to copy the URL of your color scheme 

To create a color scheme using an image: 

1. Click the camera icon, located on the right side of the page, and select the image you would 

like to upload.  

2. Once your color scheme renders, click “Save” at the top right of the page  

3. Scroll down to view the Actions menu 

4. Click “Private” (lock icon in red) to change it to “Public” (icon will “unlock” and change to 

blue)   

5. At the top of the page, click My Themes  

6. Locate the color scheme you created and hover the mouse cursor over it to access options for 

the scheme 

7. Click Copy Link to copy the URL to your color scheme  

After you have chosen two images from the Web and successfully created a color scheme, review the Google 

Fonts Getting Started documentation to learn how to use an online font library. You must choose at 

least two (2) complimentary typefaces - one to be used as the primary font for the page, and another 

to be used as a secondary font – making sure to keep track of the URL for each font; you will need to 

document them on your page. 

Once you have chosen two complimentary typefaces, you can begin creating the HTML and CSS files. 

1. Open your text editor (Notepad++ or TextWrangler) and create a new HTML document; save it using 

an appropriate file name (all lowercase letters; no spaces) 

a. use the extension .html 

2. Create a new CSS document; save it using an appropriate file name (all lowercase letters; no spaces) 

a. use the extension .css 

3. Write the code for the “basic webpage template” (p. 28) in the HTML document and save the 

file before continuing 

4. For written content, other than what is specified in the instructions, you must use 

http://www.lipsum.com to generate placeholder text 

REQUIREMENTS: 

HTML 

1. In the head section, include 

a. a title called Typefaces and Color Schemes 

b. a link element that links your external style sheet 

c. another link element that links your chosen typefaces from Google Fonts 

i. alternatively, you can choose to code each typeface in separate link elements 

ii. note that in some cases, Google Fonts will have you insert “+” symbols in the 

code, which may cause validation errors; this the only acceptable validation error 

2. In the body section, include:  

https://developers.google.com/fonts/docs/getting_started
https://developers.google.com/fonts/docs/getting_started
http://www.lipsum.com/


a. a div element that “wraps” all of the content 

b. HTML5 semantic structural elements header, main, and footer (do NOT use nav) 

c. an h1 element for the main heading; three (3) h3 elements for subheadings 

d. three (3) paragraph elements to contain three (3) paragraphs of text 

e. an image element 

i. must include the src and alt attributes; width and height must be specified in 

CSS 

f. three (3) span elements in the footer section to contain links 

i. use one span element per listed item below to display  

1. Fonts: with links to each of the Google Fonts used 

2. Images: with all the appropriate links for correct attribution (example) 

3. Color Scheme: with a link to your Adobe Color CC theme 

CSS 

1. The following CSS properties must be coded in the CSS file, and render correctly: 

a. background image to add a background image 

i. the background image should appear in the body of the page 

b. background repeat to prevent the background image from repeating 

c. background size to get the background image to display full-screen (hint: use cover) 

d. background attachment to force the image to stay fixed and prevent it from scrolling 

with the content 

e. background color and color 

i. at least three (3) colors other than black and white must be used 

ii. the text color of all links must be changed from the default 

iii. code all colors as hexadecimal, RGB, or RGBa color codes 

f. border to add a border around the content image as well as the div container 

“wrapping” the content 

g. border bottom for a border on the heading, and border top for a border on the footer 

h. box shadow to create a shadow on the div container that “wraps” the content 

i. font size, font style, and text shadow to provide contrast between different text areas 

i. font size should be represented in either em units or percentages 

j. font family to implement at least two (2) typefaces from Google Fonts 

i. one should be used as the primary font for the entire page (typically styling the 

body), and the other used as secondary font (typically used for supplementary 

content)  

k. max height and max width to appropriately size the content image 

i. the image must fit within its parent element and automatically adjust when the 

size of the browser window shrinks 

l. margin left, margin right, and width to center the div element “wrapping” the content 

(p.111) 

m. margin, margin top, and/or margin bottom to add or remove space between block 

display elements 

http://www.cwu.edu/~durhamj/studentfiles/attribution.html


n. padding and/or padding top, padding bottom, padding left, padding right to add 

blank space between content and adjacent borders (prevents content from crowding) 

NOTE: All padding, margin, width, and height properties should use percentage values to 

create a responsive design 

Images 

1. All images must maintain a resolution appropriate for their specific applications, and be 

properly scaled 

2. Images must be appropriate for public display 

NOTE: Failure to follow the assignment instructions, including submission and formatting 

requirements, may result in the deduction of points. Please refer to the Saving and Submitting 

Assignments page in Canvas for specific requirements, and/or contact your instructor for additional 

information. 

Please use the screen shot below for an example of how your site should display; this will help 

you determine how to code the underlying structure of your page (larger image also available 

to view in Canvas). 

 

 


